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Introduction 
[TITLE SLIDE 01] 

Last weekend we celebrated the death and resurrection of Jesus; the culmination of his first coming and 

that which is traditionally the high point of Christian worship throughout the year. I hope you celebrated 

Easter well last week. As many have said, many times, the death and resurrection of Jesus changes 

everything. It demonstrates Christ’s divinity, God’s love for humanity and the collapse of the power of 

sin and death. Indeed, if there was anything worthy of our attention it is the death and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ. 

But as many of you know, the story continues, right?! Though Jesus completed the work that he 

voluntarily accepted from his Father to give his life as a ransom, or payment, or sacrifice on the behalf of 

sinful humanity and with that declared, “It is finished,” there was more to do. 

Today I want to consider what happened next in the life of Jesus leading up to his next demonstration of 

power which, keep in mind, will not even then be his last. 

Those of you who are following a church lectionary for your daily readings or those who are familiar 

with the traditional church calendar know that I am addressing this topic too early. It is not scheduled 

until May this year – traditionally 40 days after Resurrection Sunday – when we will be in the middle of 

another teaching series. If that is you, consider this a sneak peek. 

It is important to me to spend some time together considering what the ascension means to us for two 

reasons. First, we have just finished the Easter season and thus have spent considerable time 

emphasizing the importance of the death and resurrection of Christ. And so we should! However, as I 

hope to clarify today, the ascension is an essential continuation of Easter and must be recognized. So, 

though it is not on schedule, it is a good time for this. Second, the ascension presents us with glorious 

truth that directly applies to us even today. However, be prepared that this truth includes some 

challenging facets. 

Let me try to set the stage for the ascension and, in so doing, review some of the material we just 

celebrated during the Easter season. For about three years, Jesus had been living and travelling with a 

group of people that varied in number but always included 12 guys. These are the ones you hear 

referred to as his disciples. During those three years, Jesus was trying to spread the news about God’s 

rule and, at the same time, trying to help these disciples understand the implications along the way. As 

we read the Bible, it is evident that they had trouble putting all the pieces together. At one point, they 

experienced what they thought was the most significant confirmation of their hopes and dreams that 

were attached to Jesus. They had entered Jerusalem to tremendous fanfare and celebration, and they 

must have been thinking, “This is what I’m talking about.” The city population had swollen to include 
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millions of people, and it seemed like every one of them was there singing and welcoming them, well, 

him, as their saviour. But in less than a week, they were swinging low, as low as they thought possible, 

as growing anxiety, a sense of helplessness, and deep fear began to take over their hearts as they 

watched Jesus arrested, beaten into a bloody pulp and then hung on a cross to die a very public, 

humiliating and gory death.  

Huddling together in fear, they started to dare believe that maybe they would not be sentenced to a 

similar fate as three days passed. They began to leave Jerusalem to return to their everyday lives – never 

losing the sting of disappointment and despair – but attempting to return to their old life, nonetheless. 

What else could they do? Suddenly reports began to surface, alarming reports that something significant 

had happened. The body of Jesus was gone! Contrary to the obvious conclusion that someone had 

stolen the body, some started to claim they had seen him, even talked with him. Others were coming 

right out and saying that he was alive again. What? A few of these disciples ran to check on the tomb; 

they knew where it was. There had been a garrison of Roman guards there just the night before. Now 

nobody was there, and the tomb was empty. They gathered again with a growing sense of – was it hope 

– that Jesus indeed was alive. Then suddenly, there he was. They saw him; Thomas even touched him. 

They saw him eat, and they heard him speak. He seemed different, but there he was, right in front of 

them. But they still were not sure.  

Eventually, they would follow him to the top of a hill on the edge of town, which brings us to our 

passage, likely one of the most significant passages in all scripture in terms of sheer entertainment 

value.  

This group of disciples was still not sure what to make of Jesus. They did not have much experience with 

interacting with people who recovered from, well, being dead. But there he was. A few of them asked 

some things because they were looking for something to go with to help them make sense of all this. 

Maybe they could hope again. Perhaps they could find that confidence in Jesus just a short time ago. 

Maybe they could trust him again to lead them to a new way of life. 

Then it happened. 

Jesus just lifted off the ground. 

He lifted off the ground. 

There was no warning, no, engines revving, not even an “up, up and away” or, if that reference is too 

old, there was no “to infinity and beyond.” 

He went right up into the clouds and was gone. That would have been enough, but then they noticed a 

couple of additions to their group that had not been there before. Angels just appeared. At least that is 

who they concluded they were. 

Now, I don’t know if angels have a sense of irony or a sense of humour, but indeed the one who spoke 

had to have had a smirk on his face or at least a twinkle in his eye when he asked, “Why are you looking 

up?” 

At this point, at the finale of the Ascension, there exists a temptation to draw an incomplete conclusion 

about Jesus. We might find ourselves tempted to think, “Well, Jesus is finished his work – he said it 

himself – and now he has left us to make room for the coming of the Holy Spirit. So, we summarize 
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things something like this: “Jesus died, rose again and is now seated at the right hand of God.” Which is 

very true but only tells part of the story and may give off the impression that Jesus is done all his work. 

As we will see, he is still at work and there will come a time again when he will cry “It is finished!” 

Let me explain. 

Body 
The ascension of Jesus entails numerous Jewish and theological claims and references. I’ve listed just a 

few of the key chapters with the hope that you will look at this matter further. I’ll show the slide briefly 

but the idea is that they will be on the sermon notes. 

(SLIDE 02) For Further Study 
Leviticus 16 Daniel 2 & 7 
Psalm 110 Isaiah 53 
Mark 14 Acts 3 
Romans 8 Hebrews 7-10 
1 John 2  

 

To understand the importance of the ascension, we need to do a little background work which takes us 

into the book of Leviticus, chapter 16. For the sake of time, let me summarize the details of the chapter. 

(SLIDE 03) Ascension Interpretation Aid: Yom Kippur (Leviticus 16) 
Throughout the year, the Israelites were instructed to retain purity in life and worship. Provisions were 

made for the occasion when that purity was compromised. Offerings were made at the temple in 

various forms depending on the severity of the sin. It could be grain, small animal sacrifice and large 

animal sacrifice. The point was that one could not atone, or make amends, or clean up their own sin. 

Something else had to be offered. Furthermore, someone, who himself had undergone special ritual 

cleansing had to make the offering on the behalf of another. Every step was intent on reminding the 

Israelites that grace from another was required. 

Moreover, even the ritual area, the temple, was a reminder of the separation between God and 

humanity. When it was first constructed the Temple to Yahweh consisted of the great court (the people 

assembled there); the court of priests/inner court (ceremonial washings and offerings were carried out). 

These were both outside of the Temple proper. The actual Temple consisted of the porch/entrance, the 

holy place and then the most holy place in which was located the nation’s most sacred religious symbol, 

the ark of the covenant in which were placed the tablets of the law. It is within the most holy place that 

the presence of God resided. After the first temple, or Solomon’s Temple was destroyed during the 

invasion of Babylon another was built in like fashion except that the great court was further divided into 

an outer Gentiles’ courtyard and an inner women’s courtyard. 

One day per year, the Israelite people would celebrate Yom Kippur or the Day of Atonement. This is 

what Leviticus 16 describes. On this day, once per year, a chief priest enters the innermost area, the 

most holy place. Before that could take place, however, a national fast was declared during which the 

people would refrain from eating for the day. In addition, the sacred space including all the implements 

and the chief priest himself would be purified. The source of purification was blood from the sacrifice of 

a bull and from the sacrifice of a goat. The bull was offered on behalf of the priesthood and the goat on 
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behalf of the rest of the people of Israel. The blood from these animals was used as the purification 

medium. The high priest sprinkled blood on each of the implements in the inner courtyard including the 

altar and then, along with a censer of incense, took the blood into the most holy place and surrounded 

in a cloud of smoke sprinkled the blood on the ark. 

As I said, this is a summary. I’ll leave you to investigate the rest of the ceremony. Now, I think we can 

look at the details of Acts 1.6-11. To understand the importance of the ascension, we need to pay 

attention to the details of the account in Acts 1. Careful attention to the details will provide the 

necessary clues to how to interpret the meaning of the ascension. 

(SLIDE 04) The Details Matter! Acts 1.6-11 
(SLIDE 05) Jesus Ascended: 

 Bodily 

 Into Clouds 

With the background of Leviticus 16, we can see the meaning behind this strange event. 

In addition to the details of the Acts narrative, we also can look at three claims about Jesus related to 

the ascension  

(SLIDE 06) Jesus Seated at the Right Hand 

 (SLIDE 07)Now the main point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who 

is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a minister in the 

sanctuary and the true tent that the Lord, and not any mortal, has set up. (Hebrews 8:1-2) 

 Ps110.1; Mk14.53-66; Heb1.3, 13; 8.1; 10.12; 12.2 

 “God’s ‘right hand’ was a metaphor for the place of honor and, second, that ‘the majesty’ (like 

the modern expression, ‘His Majesty’) was a way of referring to God himself as King”1 

 Jesus is King! (cf., Ps110 & Dan7); once again, Jesus Christ, the Son, the Second Person of the 

Triune God is recognized as King – (SLIDE 08)“The ascension of Christ to the position of power 

and authority at the side of the Father is the vindication of the true identity of the one who 

suffered and died in accomplishing the forgiveness of sins.” (Donald Hagner)2 

 Jesus promised this would be the case (Mk14) which in turn is a reference to the immensely 

important Ps110. The purview or scope of his rule is absolutely everything, way beyond the 

mere geopolitical. 

 (SLIDE 09)Jesus “Seated at the Right Hand” = Jesus is King (over everything) 

o Eph4.10: “fill all things”; cf., Dan2.35, 1Pet3.22 

o By “sitting down” he assumes that role. We should not take this to mean that right now 

Jesus is sitting down on a throne and has been sitting ever since the day of Ascension. 

Scripture reveals that he is doing much, much more than sitting. 

(SLIDE 10) Jesus Interceding 

                                                           
1 Ramsey J. Michaels, “Commentary on Hebrews,” in Cornerstone Biblical Commentary: 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus, and Hebrews, vol. 17 (Carol 

Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2009), 328. 
2 Donald A. Hagner, Hebrews, Understanding the Bible Commentary Series (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2011), 26. 
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 (SLIDE 11) Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the 

right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. (Romans 8:34) 

 Rom8.34 “who is at the right hand of God, (ὃς καὶ ἐντυγχάνει ὑπὲρ ἡμῶν3)”; Heb7.25 (πάντοτε 

ζῶν εἰς τὸ ἐντυγχάνειν ὑπὲρ αὐτῶν4) 

 The context of Romans 8.34 includes the rhetorical questions: If God is for us, who (or what) can 

be against us? And more specifically, “Who is there to condemn us?” The answer is assumed: 

“Nobody?” Not just because he died, or because he rose again, or because he is at the right 

hand of God because also because right now he is praying for each one of us. He is our 

representative, our high priest (as we’ll see), who remains working on our behalf. This is not 

superfluous to what Jesus has gone on before. This is not some kind of make-work project for 

Jesus as if God somehow thought, “Now what can I get Jesus to do to occupy his time?” We 

NEED him to represent us before the Father. Not because the Father does not love us or needs 

to be mollified but because you and I still sin and he is HOLY. The completed work and the 

presentation of his righteousness is that which ensures the covenant promises. 

 (SLIDE 12) “Our salvation is completely contingent on Jesus – the one who died but even more 

rose, ascended, and presently intercedes for us” (David Moffit) 

 (SLIDE 13)Jesus “Interceding for Us” = Jesus is our High Priest 

o In concert with his death and resurrection is our perfect high priest AND the perfect 

sacrifice. 

o The covenant is sustained by his intercession, his presentation and his purification. 

o He is not limited by the same imperfections of imperfect humanity. His prayer is that 

ministry on our behalf. He is not constrained by sin through his faithful righteousness 

and he is not constrained by death through the power of his resurrection. 

(SLIDE 14) Jesus Advocating 

 (SLIDE 15) My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 

anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and he is the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. (1 

John 2:1-2) 

 Once again, we read of the work of Jesus on our behalf. In this case, it is as an “advocate” or 

“one who appears on another’s behalf as a mediator, intercessor, or helper.”5 Typically this is a 

term that is applied to the Holy Spirit. He is the one who indwells and inspires and convicts us, 

activities that imply a deep intimacy. But you might recall, when Jesus told his disciples about 

the coming of the Spirit, he told them that the Father will send “another advocate.” It is 

completely consistent to then view the present work of Christ on our behalf as advocacy. 

 The context of this section of the first letter of John is the ongoing problem of sin the in the life 

of a follower of Jesus. John helps us to face the situation square on: We all do it (1Jn1.8,10). 

BUT! Because we have an advocate – one who is FOR US – we can confess our sin and our high 

priest, who is sovereign overall and the perfect sacrifice is presently offering himself and the 

blood that he shed to purify us time and time again. 

                                                           
3 Kurt Aland et al., Novum Testamentum Graece, 28th Edition (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 2012), Ro 8:34. 
4 Kurt Aland et al., Novum Testamentum Graece, 28th Edition (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 2012), Heb 7:25. 
5 Constantine R. Campbell, 1, 2 & 3 John, ed. Scot McKnight, The Story of God Bible Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2017), 49. 
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 Take care however that you do not read this as permission to then go ahead and live in sin. John 

also makes it clear that if you intentionally keep on sinning you cannot claim to also walk in the 

light. 

 By now hopefully you can see that though it is a different term, the connotation is the same. We 

have one, who is right now, in the presence of God, a position that he alone – absolutely alone – 

can fill, who is right now working on our behalf. He is sustaining the covenant with his perfect 

righteousness and with his blood – now no longer needing to be shed, but it performs the same 

function – he purifies us. 

 SLIDE 16) Jesus as our “Advocate” = Jesus is FOR US 

[TITLE SLIDE 17] 

Conclusion 
 Angels’ Claim 

o Acts 3.19-21 (“remain in heaven;” cf., Ps110.1 – “until I make your enemies a footstool”) 

o Daniel 7.13-14 (humanoid in appearance, clouds = eternal rule/Kingdom) 

 We remain obscured (in the cloud) from the whole picture (in part). There is a tremendous 

mystery beyond our best imagination. This is tension between the Kingship of Christ and the 

Priesthood of Christ. He is performing both. In the end, he will be King. More about that shortly. 

 We can walk in the confidence of our Great and Mighty Praying Advocate, who is FOR US! 

o We can approach the throne of grace why? Because you and I have one there who is for 

us. Because we approach the majestic throne of almighty God and there he is, our 

advocate Who exclaims there he is! Or She is! That’s the one I’ve been praying for she is 

mine. (Heb6.14) 

 We must continue to treat sin seriously. 

 He is coming again! 

 There is a relationship between the spheres or places. The work of Jesus in the Heavens (i.e., 

“far beyond the visible skies”6) 

Bottom Line: What is the appropriate response to the ascension? 

(SLIDE 18) ASCENSION = APPROACH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
6 Ramsey J. Michaels, “Commentary on Hebrews,” in Cornerstone Biblical Commentary: 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus, and Hebrews, vol. 17 (Carol 

Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2009), 328. 


