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Instructions: This devotional guide can be used individually, by families or in a small group as a way to reinforce the 
biblical truth you learned from the sermon. If you are using this at home, spread the points throughout the whole 
week. If you are using this in a small group, divide people up into sub-groups to discuss and share and bring them 
back to the whole group to share. Do not force anyone to share. Be sure to pray in your group. 

1. God is more interested in your character than He is in your comfort or convenience. Your beliefs determine your 
behavior and your behavior determines what you become (character). Another way to say this is this: your 
convictions in life determine your conduce and your conduct determines your character. Determining what who 
you want to be in life is a matter of values. Reflect back over your life, where have you personally witnessed and/
or experienced moral decline in our culture? Where you have seen this moral decline in the church? 

2. There are churches that are big on lasers, smoke, lights, professionally sounding musicians and singers who 
perform, but genuine praise is absent. It’s a show. It’s a performance. Even their pastors water down the truth to 
make it so digestible that it its totally valid of any spiritual taste and flavor. Psalm 38:4 says, “Taste and see that 
the Lord is good” (NLT). There is no depth. There is no discipleship. And there is no real dedication to God 
because it is all about “me.” When you come to church, do you actually praise God in worship or are you looking 
to be entertained? Explain. 

3. Several years ago, the contemporary Christian group Casting Crowns, released a song entitled: “Start Right 
Here.” The opening lyrics begin this way: “We have our coffee in the lobby. We watch our worship on a screen. 
We got a Rockstar preacher, who won’t wake us from our dreams. We want our blessings in our pocket. We keep 
our missions overseas. But for the hurting in our city, would we even cross the street? We wanna see the heart 
set free and tyrants kneel; the walls fall down and our land be healed. But church if we want to see a change in 
the world out there, It’s got to start right here. It’s got to start right now.”  What do you think of these opening lyrics 1

and why? 
4. Over the last 50 years we have seen a loss of values in five major areas: politics, business, entertainment, 

education and religion. We all could name one or more scandals in each of these areas. Our culture is 
experiencing a “spiritual dental disease” called “Truth Decay.” We no longer value truth. We value first what is 
easy and convenient for me and second, we value what is pragmatic — what will work for me. Look at the five 
major areas mentioned in this point where we have loss values. List for each one some values we have lost. 

5. Ephesians 6:12 says, “Our fight is not with people. It is against the leaders and the powers and the spirits of 
darkness in this world. It is against the demon world” (NLV). Do you agree with this and if so, why? If not, why? 
a. We live in a world today that lives out a demonic philosophy that life is all about “me.” People say they live for 

themselves. They say they are the standard for what is right and wrong and thus they do what is best for 
them. We live in the world of the individual. Read Judges 21:25 in your sermon notes in point #1 under the 
heading, “Three Demonic Philosophies That Perpetuate This Spiritual Truth Decay.” It is easy to point this out 
in others, but where do you see this in your own life? If you are struggling to come up with something, ask 
people who are close to you. Where do you see this happening today and how have you been affected by it? 

b. We live in a world that believes God is not necessary. Our world is becoming more deist — the belief God 
created the universe but we are on our own to live in it. We do not need God in our schools, government, 
media, news organizations, politics, culture and etc. This secular demonic view says, “We do not need God.” 
One of the ways we have seen this dramatic shift is in our public schools. Years ago, the Ten Commandments 
were in each school room and the school day started with a Christian devotional. Read Romans 1:25 in your 
sermon notes in point #2 under the heading, “Three Demonic Philosophies That Perpetuate This Spiritual 
Truth Decay.” Where do you see Romans 1:25 in our culture today and how does it impact you? 

c. Our culture is moving quickly to this position: “There are no absolutes,” which is a contradiction because you 
just made an absolute. It is the belief that everything is subjective and relative. What is true for me, may not 
be true for you. What is wrong for me, may not be wrong for you. This demonic philosophy is an attempt to 
eliminate guilt and shame, but it fails. Why? 

6. When someone says, “There are no absolutes” or “It doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you are sincere,” 
they have two big problems to overcome. 
a. First, the fail the logic test. How? 
b. Second, they fail the rational test. How? (Hint: think of gravity. Think of traffic lights and road lines).  

7. As in our previous series, “Truth: How Do You Know It When You Hear It?”, truth has been replaced with 
tolerance. We live in a culture that paranoid that it might hurt someone’s feelings that truth is out and tolerance is 
in. Just as in the movie, A Few Good Men, “We can’t handle the truth.” 
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a. Yet Jesus did not hold back the truth. Read John 8:10-11 in your sermon notes in point #3 under the heading, 
“Three Demonic Philosophies That Perpetuate This Spiritual Truth Decay.” How does Jesus’ treatment of this 
woman caught in adultery (read all of it in your Bible in John 8:1-11) differ from our culture? 

b. Today, tolerance means that every idea, every attitude, every lifestyle is equally right. That is nothing but a 
bunch of lies straight from Hell. Not every idea or belief or thought or lifestyle is equally true. Why? 

c. In politics, this platform that “all ideas are equally valid” and they’re all still the truth even when they contradict 
each other is political correctness. Read Ephesians 4:17-19 in your sermon notes in point #3 under the 
heading, “Three Demonic Philosophies That Perpetuate This Spiritual Truth Decay.”  Where do you see this in 
our culture? In yourself? 

d. As a result of political correctness, individualism, relativism, and secularism, our culture is collapsing on itself. 
Read Proverbs 29:18 and Isaiah 5:20 in your sermon notes in point #1 under the heading, “What Are The 
Implications Of All Of This?”  Where do you see this today in our culture? Why do you think our culture does 
not see it or if they do, there is no much push back from our culture? 

8. Read Galatians 6:7 and Proverbs 28:19a in your sermon notes in point #1 under the heading, “What Are The 
Implications Of All Of This?”  We cannot mock God nor can we live without God’s order for this world.  
a. If you had the power to make any changes to our culture, what changes would you make and why? What are 

the strengths and weaknesses of those changes? 
a. Few people know that 52 of the 55 founding fathers were orthodox, evangelical Christians, or that 34% of all 

their quotes came from the Bible and another 60% of their quotes from men who used the Bible to form their 
conclusions. A total of 94% of their quotes were Bible-based, according to a University of Houston study.  2

What does this tell you and why? 
b. Several years ago a judge in Alabama by the name of Roy Moore found himself the center of attention. It 

seems the ACLU filed a lawsuit against him because he had a hand carved wooden plague of the Ten 
Commandments in his courtroom and he started each court session with prayer. Never mind, the Ten 
Commandments are on the wall behind the justices of the United States Supreme Court. On March 5, 1997 
and then again in 2003, Congress passed a resolution supporting Judge Roy Moore and encouraged the 
display of the Ten Commandments publicly everywhere and in every courtroom. What is it about the Ten 
Commandments that riles some people? 

c. Read Psalm 33:12 and Psalm 11:3 in your sermon notes in point #1 under the heading, “What Are The 
Implications of All of This?” What are these verses telling you that you personally can do to affect a positive 
change in our culture? 

9. There is a cure for our culture. We must rebuild our lives, our businesses, our families on the foundation on the 
truth of God’s Word. What makes something wrong is not our opinion, but God’s Word. Read Proverbs 2:9 and 2 
Timothy 3:16 from your sermon notes in point #2 under the heading, “What Are The Implications of All of This?” 
What are the verses telling you in terms about the cure and how we get it? 

10. Facts change but truth, God’s truth, is universal and it never changes. When I was in college in both chemistry 
and physic classes, I was taught that the atom is the smallest particle in the universe. We now know that is not 
true. There is something even smaller than atoms called quarks. What other facts have changed in your own 
lifetime and was were the impacts if any? 

11. Read Psalm 119:105 and Proverbs 16:20 in your sermon notes in point #2 under the heading, What Are The 
Implications of All of This?” What are these verses saying to you personally? Whose values are you going to live 
by in this culture of ours? Or, what is going to be standard you use to make your decisions? 

12. You were given three choices for values to live by in this life. Which standard is going to be yours and why? What 
means of evaluation will you use to keep you accountable to live by this standard and why? 

13. Read Psalm 43:3 and Psalm 119:30 in your sermon notes in point #2-c under the heading, “You Have Three 
Choices for Values To Live By In This Life.” If you were to apply these two verses to your life right now, in what 
changes will you need to make to do this and why? 

14. Do not forget to memorize Psalm 119:105 in your sermon notes in point #2-c under the heading, “You Have Three 
Choices for Values To Live By In This Life.” This will be one of ten verses you will be asked to memorize in this 
series, which is a test of how serious you are about choosing Christ over our culture. Thank you. 

15. Read your final verse on your sermon outline — Joshua 24:15. In what ways can your “house” and you do this? 
What will be challenges and obstacle for this to happen? In what areas do you perceive these changes will need 
to take place and why? How soon can and will you implement these changes?          
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