
Choose This Day Whom You Will Serve Page  of 1 20

Introduction Good morning Southside. We are beginning a  
Slide 1 new sermon series today called, Building 

Godly Values That Last. What are your 
values? Your values are your core beliefs that 
shape everything you do in life. There are a lot 
of people who would say, "It really doesn't 
matter what you believe" but that's just not  

Slide 2 true. It does matter what you believe. Your 
beliefs determine your behavior and your 
behavior determines what you become. So the 
kind of person you are, if you look at the 
foundation, is based on the things you've 
chosen to value. In other words, your  

Click convictions in life determine your conduct. And  

 your conduct determines your character. So 
whatever you want to be in life, you better 
figure out quickly what your values are 
because they determine your stress level, your 
success, your salvation, and many other 
things. If you want to build a lasting life of 
success and significance you must build it on 
lasting godly values. That's what we're going to 
look at in this series. Today, I just want to 
introduce the series and then in the weeks 
ahead we're going to get into 10 godly 
individual values that you need to build into 
your life for success, significance, and being all  

 God wants you to be. One thing that basically 
everybody in our society agrees with today -- 
whether you're a liberal or whether you're 
conservative, democrat, republican, 
independent, religious or irreligious, a Christian 
or an unchristian or an atheist or whatever -- 
the vast majority of people say that our society 
today is in a stage of moral decline. There's a  

Slide 3 decaying of values in our society. According to 
a recent Gallup Poll, 84% of Americans say the 
number one problem in America now is not the 
economy; it is the decline and decay of moral 
values.  This issue — a decline in moral values 1

has become more of an issue as it seems our 
government is legalizing everything from gay 

  https://news.gallup.com/poll/351140/stable-moral-ratings-obscure-big-partisan-shifts.aspx. 1
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marriage to the handing down of light judicial 
and prison sentences to murderers, rapists and 
etc. We see this in the rampant use of profanity 
in public, even by people who claim to be a 
Christian. We see this in couples who move-in 
with each other. We see this now in the 
transgender movement cramming down our 
throats their agenda. We see this in scandals 
on Wall Street where making money at any 
cost now rules. We see this in the break down 
of the nuclear family — which is on the goals of 
socialism and Marxism. We see the loss of 
traditional values in politics, where elected 
officials are more concerned about getting  

 elected through collusion, calling it inclusion, 
that just creates more confusion. We have 
seen this moral decline in values in where 
people no longer want to take personal 
responsibility for their sin, their mistakes, and 
their crimes. Let’s get some psychologist to 
show in the trial that this person is not really 
responsible for the crime they committed 
because of some dumb reason. We see values 
declining even in the church, where preachers 
accommodate their messages so as not to 
offend anyone. Another way we see this in the 
church is many churches attempt to entertain, 
rather lead their attendees to worship. Now, to  

 grow a church, you have to have lasers, 
smoke, and a rock band on stage that performs 
for the people, rather than leads the people to 
praise God. Its all about performance, not 
praise. It’s what I call “show time.” 

Illustration Several years ago the contemporary Christian 
group, Casting Crowns, came out with a song  

Slide 4 entitled, Start Right Here.” Here are just a few 
of the lyrics: “We have our coffee in the lobby. 
We watch or worship on a screen. We got a 
Rockstar preacher, who won’t wake us from 
our dreams. We want our blessings in our 
pocket. We keep our missions overseas. But 
for the hurting in the cities, Would we even 
cross the street? But we wanna see the heart 
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set free and tyrants kneel; the walls fall down 
and our land be healed. But church if we want 
to see a change in the world out there, It’s got 
to start right here. It’s got to start right now.”  2

 Many young pastors feel these gimmicks will 
save the church from extinction. Gimmicks will 
not save the church. Spectacle will not save 
the church. In fact, saving the church is not our 
primary responsibility. Proclaiming the Gospel  
is — telling the world about a Savior who died 
for them — that is our primary responsibility. 
We see this loss in values in the entrainment 
industry where more and more skin, vulgarity, 
nudity and sexual scenes permeate them. As a 
result of this decline in values, even some of 
those who are responsible for pushing the 
envelope are now asking, “Have we gone too  

  
Slide 5 far?” When it comes to this loss in values, we 

see this in five major areas: politics, business, 
entrainment, education and religion. If I asked 
you to write down a scandal in each of these 
areas, you could. What is the cause of all of 
this? A decline in moral values in each of these 
areas. Our culture is experiencing a “spiritual 
dental disease” called Truth decay. In America, 

Click we no longer value truth. We value two other 
things: convenience — is it easy? And we 
value pragmatism — will it work for me? This is 
why I did the last sermon series: Truth — How 
do you know when you hear it? Truth is no 
longer objective and universal. In America 
today, truth is subjective. It’s personal. You 
determine what is truth for you. Its the belief 
that, “If what I believe is convenient — is easy 
and it will work for me, I don’t care if it’s true or 
not. That works for me.” Up to a few years ago, 
our culture had a universal standard for truth. 
And if you went out and did something wrong, 
people knew they were doing something 
wrong. They would say, “I know this is wrong, 
but I am going to do it anyway.” There was no 
disagreement about what was right or wrong or 

  https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/castingcrowns/startrighthere.html. 2
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what was true. Today, we live in a totally 
different culture and country. We now live in a 
culture and country that says, “There’s not 
such thing as universal right and wrong. What 
may be right for me, may be wrong for you and 
vice versa.” This has created a lack of 
standards by which you can evaluate your life 
and behavior. We have been sold a bill of  

Slide 6  goods that is not goods, but garbage. Three 
 demonic philosophies we see as a result that  
Click  fuel this cause: (1) Individualism — this is the 
 value that: “I live for myself. I am the standard 

for my life. Only I can judge what is right and 
wrong for me and therefore you have no place 
in telling me what I am doing or thinking is right 
or wrong. I am my own god. I live for myself 
and I’ve go to do what is best for me.” 

Illustration/Slide 7 Several years ago a survey by the Wall Street 
Journal on executives across America, 
discovered that when executives in America 
have an ethical crisis, about 44% of them say, 
"I consult with myself." and only 3% say, "I 
consult with God." They're saying, "I set myself 
up as the standard.   

 This is nothing new. Individualism has been 
around for centuries, millenniums. Thousands 
of years ago the nation of Israel fell prey to 
this. If you want to read the dark ages of the  

Slide 8  nation of Israel, read the Book of Judges. Look 
 at Judges 21:25, "In those days Israel had no 

authority [no king] so the people did whatever 
seemed right in their own eyes” (NLT). Does 
that sound vaguely contemporary? They just 
did whatever they thought was right. If there 
are no judges, no standard, no rule, no law, no 
absolutes, they did whatever they wanted. 
That's an easy philosophy that says, “I never 
have to feel guilty. I don't have to measure up 
to my standards or your standards or anybody 
else’s” and if you say, "This is right" then that 
may be right for you but for me, I am an 
individual and I run my own life.” And what did 
this do to the nation of Israel? It created 
anarchy and that is going to be the result to 
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America if we keep going down this path where 
anything goes. If I want to steal, or kill or lie or 
embezzle or sleep around or claim 
unemployment for the rest of my life, I can 
because the only thing that matters is . . . me. 

Slide 9 Three demonic philosophies that fuel this 
Click cause: (2) Secularism — one of the best 

definitions of secularism is this: God is not 
necessary. Secularism does not deny the 
existence of God. It just says that in our 
modern world with all our technology and how 
we have evolved, God is not necessary. Nearly 
all secularists will state they are not atheistic, 
but that when it comes to public life — schools, 
government, media, newspapers, all the 
different areas of public opinion in life, we do 
not need God in these areas. So, we regulate 
God just to Sunday mornings for church. And 
our country paid a huge price for this over the 
last 40-50 years. Secularist argue that 
government and education hold the answers, 
not God. God has been moved to some kind of 
spiritual nursing home, where He can quietly 
fade away into the sunset because, “I’ve got it 
all together on my own. So, I don’t need God.”  

Illustration This has all happened in just 40-50 years.  
Forty years ago, most school rooms had the 
Ten Commandments hanging on the wall -- a 
standard of moral authority. 40-50 years ago, in 
many if not most school rooms, classes began 
with a devotional and prayer. 40-50 years ago, 
the majority of people in America went to 
church. More people went to church than didn't 
go to church. Today, that's exactly the 
opposite. It's flip-flopped.  

 Obviously there's no Ten Commandments or 
prayer in schools. And the majority of people 
don't go to church today. So where are they 
getting their morals? Oprah, The View, and all 
the other talk show hosts where they take the 
most bizarre people found on the planet, put 
them on stage and say, "This is normal!"  
They're getting more and more bizarre -- drag 
biker queens from Mars who are Nazi 
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feminists. The audience will applaud and 
agree! The number one purveyor of values 
today is not God, the Bible, the church, even 
parents. It's television and the media. The Bible  

Slide 10 talks about this in Romans 1:25, “They 
worshiped and served the things God made 
rather than the God who made all things” 
(TPT). This is idolatry and specifically the idol 
of materialism. That's why there will be more 
people at the beach and the mountains today 
worshipping their tan or out in their boats, than 
there are at church worshipping God at church. 

Illustration We hear about all of these uneducated tribes in 
some dark forest and some intellectual says, 
"Isn't it sad that these tribes get a little piece of 
wood and carve it into an idol and then they 
bow down in front of it and worship it? How 
uneducated!" But Americans have idols too that 
we worship. The only difference is our idols 
have chrome on them and a thing on the front 
of the hood that says, "This is how much I paid 
for this car!"   

 People worship their boat, or house, or career 
-- anything that's created rather than God. So 
God is unnecessary and people live for 

Slide 11 themself. Three demonic philosophies that fuel  
Click this cause: (3) Relativism — I don’t want you 

confused about this word. This does not mean 
that you have bad relatives who overstay their  

Slide 12  visit, okay? The best definition of relativism I  
Click  ever heard was two words: no absolutes. It’s 
 the idea that what is true for you does not 

mean it will be true for me. Or, what’s right for 
me does not mean it will be right for you. Right 
and wrong are purely subjective — the subject 
or person decides what is right and wrong for 
them. That means then no one can say what is 
absolutely right and what’s absolutely wrong.  

Slide 13 One of the statements of relativists is this:  
Click  “Everything is relative” is in fact a contradiction. 
 Why. Relativists claim there is no such things 

as absolutes, but the statement itself is an 
absolute, which violates their own beliefs and  

Slide 14 philosophy. Do you know why people turn to  
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Click relativism? — to eliminate guilt. That's a great 
way to live if you don't want to have any guilt. 
Then you say, "That's your standard. My 
standard is this..."  If I don't measure up to 
God's standard, I just lower the bar a whole 
bunch and then I say, "Look how great I am!” 
This is a problem and it comes up in a lot of 
familiar phrases: "It doesn't matter what you 
do, as long as you're sincere and it doesn't 
matter what you believe as long as you  

 sincerely believe it." Really? Have you thought  
Slide 15 through the logical extension of that? How do 

you explain the 700,000 people who commit 
suicide every year around the world?   They 3

were sincere -- very sincere -- in what they 
were doing. But they were deluded and they 
were wrong. And there is a right and a wrong. 
You can be sincerely wrong. If I think a cup is 
filled with water for me to drink but it's really 
filled with sulfuric acid and I drink it thinking it's 
water, but it's sulfuric acid, then I would be 
sincerely dead. It does matter what you 
believe. It's very stupid to say, "It doesn't 
matter what you believe..."  

Illustration What if, after church, you get on the College 
Road and you are heading to I-40. You see 
what is the “On ramp” to I-40, but you say 
sincerely, “No, for me, it’s going to be the `Off 
ramp.’” Is sincerity going to be enough to keep 
you from having an accident? No. Does the 
truth matter in that situation? Absolutely!  
You're getting ready to have a major collision 
that may take your life. It takes more than just 
sincerity. So while you're driving up this "On" 
ramp which is really an "Off" ramp, some guy's 
coming down the "Off" ramp and rolls down his 
window and irately yells to you, "Wrong way!" 
and if you believe in relativism you say, "Who 
are you to tell me what's wrong? Who made 
you the judge of my life? It may be true for you, 
but it may not be true for me. For you, this may 
be an off ramp; for me it's an on ramp. So don't 
be so judgmental and narrow minded!"   

  https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/suicide. 3
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 When people tell you the truth, they're not 
judging you, they're being kind. There are very 
few people who will level with you today, 
"You're blowing it! If you go down that track, 
you're going to miss it. You're heading for a 
major head on collision." When people go 
through a major crisis like -- “Should I move in 
with this guy?” Or, “Should I get a divorce?” Or 
“Should I take drugs?” And people all around 
you are saying, "Whatever's best for you!" then 
they don't love you. People who tell you the 
truth are those who love you. They're not 
judging you, they're just telling you the truth. 
There's another phrase that relativism uses:   

 "There are no absolute truths in life. There are 
no absolutes!"  If someone ever says that to 
you, just ask them this question: "Are you 
absolutely sure?" Don't ever let anybody con 
you with pseudo intellectualism with 
statements like, "It doesn't matter what you 
believe, as long as you're sincere." or ,”There 
are no absolute truths."  Statements such as, 
“There are no absolutes” and “It doesn’t matter 
what you believe as long as you are sincere,”  

Slide 16 have two big issues: (a) First, these statements  
Click are illogical. Such statements are this because  

 the statement itself is an absolute. When 
someone says to you, “There are no 
absolutes,” they have just stated one, which  

Slide 17 shows they and the statement is wrong. (b)  
Click Second, these statements are irrational.  Why? 

The whole world is built on things you can 
depend on because they are absolutely true. 
For example, there is an absolute truth called 
gravity. What if every 8-9 minutes God simply 
turned off gravity? We have chairs and use 
gravity to help us sit in them. For example, 
when NASA sent astronauts to the moon, they 
did not aim the rocket at the moon. Why? 
Because the moon is moving just like our earth 
is moving. So, they aim the rocket in a way 
where the moon is not so that by the time the 
rocket gets there, the moon is there. That is an 
absolute. There are universal and absolute 
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laws in the universe that are never going to 
change, no matter how sincere someone says 
they are when going against them. Even in 
science, things that are absolute truths, we call 
them Laws because they never change.  

  
Illustration Think of it this way. You get bronchitis and your 

throat is so sore you lose your voice. You go 
see your doctor and he writes you a 
prescription. You take that prescription to your 
pharmacy and drop it off. Later that day you go 
to the pharmacy to pick it up. Your pharmacist 
says to you, “I need to tell you this. I believe 
there is something better for you than what 
your doctor prescribed. So, I’m giving you 
medicine for schizophrenia. I thought this 
medicine would be as good as any other! You 
doctor prescribed 80 mg per pill but for you, I’m 
giving you 3,000 mg per pill. I know the 
prescription your doctor wrote is what he feels 
is true for you, but I’m a pharmacist. I disagree 
with your doctor. What is true for him is not true 
for me.” Would you take the medicine? NO! 

 When you go to a pharmacist, are you 
interested in absolute truth? Yes. You want just 
the right amount of just the right medicine 
because not any medicine will do and every 
medicine is not equal. Every medicine is not 
valid and every medicine is not good for you.  
Truth is narrow. That's why it's called truth.  
God says He wants us to know the truth.   

Illustration What if there were no traffic laws? What if Stop 
signs meant, "Stop whenever you feel like it"?  
What if the middle line in the road meant, "Stay 
on this side, if you want to"? We would have no 
world. We would all be dead. Even 
philosophers who claim there are no absolutes 
in life get very interested in absolutes when 
they're being violated. If I start building an 
extension on to my house, twenty feet onto my 
neighbor's property who says there are not 
absolutes, I guarantee you — he’s going to 
believe in absolutes. 

  

Sunday, April 24, 2022 Series: Building Godly Values That Last



Choose This Day Whom You Will Serve Page  of 10 20

 There cannot be any law unless there are 
some absolute things that are right and wrong.  
Don't let anybody con you. We have been 
conned by individualism (live for myself), 
secularism (God is unnecessary), and 
relativism (there are no absolutes). Relativism 
has become the prevailing ungodly attitude in  

Slide 18 our American culture. And the number one 
word you hear that lets you know someone is 
coming from a position of from relativism is  

Click tolerance. Sadly, in our American culture we 
value tolerance over truth.  We are so afraid 
that if we tell the truth that we will hurt 
someone’s feelings or offend someone. In our 
fragile American culture today, the worst sin is 
to be intolerant. You’re labeled a bigot, 
judgmental, narrow-minded, and biased. 

Illustration For example, if I say, "The President of the 
United States is Baney Fife” and you say, “No, 
the President of the United States is Joe 
Biden,” you are not being judgmental or 
narrow-minded or intolerant. You’re just telling 
the truth. If God says a particular lifestyle is the 
right way, He's not being judgmental; He's just 
telling the truth. It's not judgmental to tell the 
truth. I agree with Colonel Jessup in A Few 
Good Men when it comes to our culture, “You 
can’t handle the truth.”  

 Years ago, tolerance meant we can have 
different, even opposite views on a subject but 
we would respect and treat each other with 
dignity, even if we totally disagree. Of all 
people on the planet, the Bible commands 
Christians to be the most tolerant — meaning, 
we never degrade a person. We never treat 
them less than human even if if they are the 
worst criminal or vile or such heinous actions 
that we want to throw up. We are commanded 
by God to treat every person, even the worst 
and most immoral person with dignity and love. 
Jesus did. Jesus accepted people without 
approving of their lifestyle. He didn't tell them to 
do whatever they wanted; that it didn't matter.  
It did matter. But He did treat them with dignity. 
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We're called to be tolerant in that way. A good 
example of this is with the woman caught in 
adultery who was brought before Jesus. After 
Jesus has some dialogue with the self-
righteous arrogant religious people and they  

 walked away in utter shame, Jesus then talked  
Slide 19 to the woman. Look at John 8:10-11, ”Then 

Jesus stood up again and said to the woman, 
`Where are your accusers? Didn’t even one of 
them condemn you?’ 11`No, Lord,’ she said. 
And Jesus said, `Neither do I. Go and sin no 
more in this sin’” (NLT). Jesus did not say that 
this woman who thought adultery was okay for 
her was right. He told her not to continue in this  

 sin. Why? Because adultery is a sin. It doesn’t 
matter what Hollywood say. It doesn’t matter 
what our politicians say. If God calls something 
a sin — it’s a sin — no ifs, ands or buts about 
it. Today, tolerance means that every idea, 
every attitude, every lifestyle is equally right. 
That is nothing but a bunch of lies straight from 
Hell. Not every idea or belief or thought or 
lifestyle is equally true. Why? Truth is narrow.  

Slide 20 In politics, this platform that “all ideas are 
equally valid” and they’re all still the truth even  

Click when they contradict each other is political 
correctness. Hey, Washington DC, God has  

Slide 21 something to say about this. Look at Ephesians  

 4:17-19, “Live no longer as the unsaved do, for 
they are blinded and hopelessly confused. 
18Their closed hearts are full of darkness; they 
are far away from the life of God because they 
have shut their minds against Him, and they 
cannot understand His ways. 19They don’t care 
anymore about right and wrong and have given 
themselves over to impure ways. They stop at 
nothing, being driven by their evil minds and 
reckless lusts” (TLB). Some people are so 
open minded their brains fall out! Some open 
minds need to be closed for repair!  They're not 
even thinking. Moses said to Pharaoh, "Let My 
people go!" I think today Moses would say, "Let 
My people think!" Use your brain and don't be 
conned by these pseudo philosophies that lead 
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to a dead end. This is why crime is going up. 
This is why we have these liberal prosecutors 
such as George Gascon in LA. Crime has gone 
up through the roof in LA and even in this 
liberal city, there is recall effort to get him out of 
office. That’s the cause. So, what is the cost of 

Slide 22 not having any standards, values of what is  
Click  right or wrong? culture that is collapsing. 
 We see this everywhere in this woke culture of 

ours. We see this in our schools, the media 
and politics.  

Illustration/Slide 23 Here are some 12 examples of where our 
culture is collapsing due to the loss of values:  

Click (1) For example, every day in America 22  
Slide 24 children and teens are shot.  (2) Every day in 4

America, 1,684 kids are beaten and abused in  
Slide 25 some way.  (3) Every day in American 1,908  5

Slide 26 kids are arrested for drugs.  (4) Every day in 6

America, 5,479 kids drop out of high school.    7

Slide 27 (5) Every day in America, 7,221 kids are  
Slide 28 expelled from school. (6) Every day in America, 

13% of all teens say they carry a gun to  
Slide 29 school.  (7) There are approximately 42 million 8

porn sites today on the Internet. The porn 
industry’s annual revenue is more than the 
NFL, NBA, and MLB combined. It is also more 
than the combined revenues of ABC, CBS, and  

Slide 30 NBC. (8) Prior to cell phones, the average age 
for a child to be exposed to porn was 11. 
Today, nearly every child who has a cell phone  

Slide 31 has been exposed.  (9) 7,671 teens run away 9

from home each day and of these, 77% say  
Slide 32 they ran away due to abuse.  (10) There are  10

Slide 33 130 suicides every day in America.  (11) In 11

1972, nearly 75% of all Americans were part of 
a church, or synagogue or mosque. Today, 50  

  https://www.bradyunited.org/key-statistics. 4

  https://www.statista.com/topics/5910/child-abuse-in-the-united-states/. 5

  https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/crime/qa05101.asp?qa 6

  https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=16. 7

  https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator/a13. 8

  https://www.ibisworld.com/industry-statistics/number-of-businesses/adult-pornographic-9

websites-united-states/.
  https://familyresourcesinc.org/2019/11/why-youth-run-away/. 10

  https://www.americashealthrankings.org/explore/annual/measure/Suicide/state/ALL 11
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Slide 34 years laters, that is down to 47%.  (12) The 12

United States is 4% of the world’s population 
but we are the home for 16% of the world’s 
incarcerated people.  13

 Southside, that is the cost of a collapsing  
Slide 35 culture. Look at Proverbs 29:18, “Where there 

is ignorance of God, crime runs wild” (TLB). 
We're seeing that today. Why is there so much 
crime and breakdown and violence and gang 
warfare and people afraid to go out of their 
homes? Because of an ignorance of God. If 
there is no God, then there is no standard of 
truth. And if there is no standard, anything 
goes! If I want to burn down your house, I can.  
There is no objective standard. It may be right 
for me to burn down your house. May be wrong 
for you, but it's right for me.   

Illustration If we're playing Scrabble and all of a sudden I 
come up with an unrecognizable word. "That's 
no word!" you say. And I say, "It's a word to me 
and it gets 57 points!" At that point you have to 
go to an objective authority called Webster's 
Unabridged Dictionary of the English 
Language. That is an objective truth. And you 
look the word up. If the word is in the 
dictionary, I don't care what you think: I get the 
points! On the other hand, if it's not in that 
dictionary, it doesn't matter what I think, even if 
I don't like it, it's not true and I don't get the 
points.   

 This book, God's word the Bible, tells the truth.  
There's a lot of it in this book that I don't 
understand. There's a lot in this book that I 
don't like to read. There's a lot in this book that 
doesn't necessarily make sense to me.  
There's a lot that's not easy to do. But it is the 
truth. Because it came from God. It is the truth.  
And if you say something contrary to this, 
guess who's wrong? Our culture is collapsing.  
People today say, "I have to be unethical at 

  https://news.gallup.com/poll/341963/church-membership-falls-below-majority-first-time.aspx. 12

  https://www.vera.org/initiatives/ending-mass-incarceration.  13
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work. I have to survive and everybody else is 
unethical so I have to do it too."  The moment 
that attitude becomes dominant in our society 
we're doomed. It's over. Every culture has 
collapsed when the people move to the, "I've 
got to do whatever it takes", so that survival 
becomes more important than the truth. Today, 
what we're witnessing is the flip flopping of 
values. What used to be called right is now 
being called wrong. What used to be called 
wrong is now being called right. What used to 
be called perverted is now being called 
sophisticated. We're flip-flopping all of the 
values. We're turning criminals into celebrities.  
We've put them in jail and then pay them big 
bucks to get movie rights and go watch their 
perverted life as entertainment. What's wrong 
with this picture???  

Illustration Today in our society we have pornographers 
who use their own daughters and sons in 
incestuous videos and on the dark web get 
rewards for it. On the other hand a first grade 
boy kisses a little girl, he's hauled in for sexual 
harassment. Honoring one and destroying 
another. What's going on here??? 

  
Illustration We murder nearly one million unborn babies 

and the elderly every day and don't think 
anything about it while we avidly push for the 
protection of some insect or tree. Today, we 
believe marriage is out of date, confining, 
medieval age, servility for women and we don't 
need it. Unless you're gay. In that case we're 
going to promote gay marriage because it's a 
"really" good thing!   

 Something's gone haywire! Look what God has  
Slide 36 to say about it in Isaiah 5:20, “You are doomed. 

They say that what is right is wrong and what is 
wrong is right; that black is white and white is 
black; bitter is sweet and sweet is bitter” (TLB).   

Slide 37 Look at Galatians 6:7, “Make no mistake about 
it, God will never be mocked! For what you 
plant will always be the very thing you harvest” 
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(TPT). What we are reaping in 2022 is 50 
years of what we as a nation have been  

Slide 38 sowing. Look at Proverbs 29:18a, “A nation 
without God's guidance is a nation without 
order” (GNT). Chaos. Our nation was founded 
on two presuppositions from God: first, our 
rights are endowed by our Creator, and 
second, we are to follow basic moral laws that 
He has laid out. That was the cornerstone of 
our society.  

Illustration/Slide 39 Look at this: “Few people know that 52 of the 
55 founding fathers were orthodox, evangelical 
Christians, or that 34% of all their quotes came 
from the Bible and another 60% of their quotes 
from men who used the Bible to form their 
conclusions. A total of 94% of their quotes were 
Bible-based, according to a University of 
Houston study.   14

Illustration Even today a few politicians are starting to 
wise up -- that it's not just the economy, but it's 
the moral decay that's going on and people 
don't know how to live by values any more.  
They don't know right from wrong. You may 
never even have heard of this but in 1997 and 
again in 2003, Congress passed a resolution 
stating that the Ten Commandments should be 
posted everywhere due to the moral decline of 
our country.  15

Illustration How did that come about? From a guy named 
Judge Roy Moore, who is a decorated Vietnam 
vet and who was a circuit court judge in the 
state of Alabama at the time. He was sued by 
the American civil liberties Union because he 
had a little hand carved wooden plaque of the 
Ten Commandments in his courthouse. He 
started each day in court with prayer. So they 
sued him. Never mind the fact that the Ten 
Commandments are engraved on the wall of 
the inside of the Supreme Court and never 
mind the fact that the House of 

  https://www.dailypress.com/news/dp-xpm-19921024-1992-10-24-9210240152-story.html. 14

  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/2045/text?r=64&s=1. 15
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Representatives and the Senate start every 
day with prayer, Judge Moore couldn't do it in 
his courthouse. He said, "No, I'm not taking it 
out.” So the ACLU got another judge to issue 
an injunction saying, "You must remove the 
Ten Commandments from your courthouse and 
you must stop praying in your court's opening 
session." He said, “No.” So the governor of 
Alabama and the Attorney General of Alabama 
joined forces supporting Judge Roy Moore and 
the Governor James made a statement, "If you 
try to take the Ten Commandments out of that 
courthouse I will call out the National Guard to 
protect it."  That raised the stakes a little bit.  
Then six other state governors wrote to 
Governor James and said, "We support you,  

 too. It's stupid when the founding fathers say 
the Ten Commandments and the Bible are the 
basis of our Constitution and all of our laws to 
say that you can't have it in the courthouse."  
Then on March 5th, 1997, and again in 2003, 
the United States Congress itself passed the 
resolution supporting Judge Roy Moore and 
saying the Ten Commandments need to start 
being displayed publicly anywhere and in any 
government building, including and in every 
courthouse. When interviewed, Judge Roy 
Moore stated that our Declaration of 
Independence as well as our US Constitution 
state that our Founding Fathers believed we 
are given and endowed with certain 
unalienable rights by our Creator. This belief in 
God and the Bible, the laws in the Bible, were 
the guiding attitude in our Founding Father’s 
writing the Declaration of Independence and 
the US Constitution. If you read the Mayflower 
Compact of 1620, the pilgrims made it clear 
they were coming to America for the glory of 
God and the advancement of the Christian 
faith. Today in our public schools and 
universities, history teachers are revising this 
or cutting this part out.  

  
Slide 40 Look at Psalm 33:12, “Blessed is the nation 

whose God is the Lord” (NIV). The question as 
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we go into this series is not, "How can I change 
society?" but "How can I live a life of value in a 
world that can't even decide what's right and 
wrong?" and "How can I raise children with 
basic, lasting values in a world where teachers 
can't teach basic right and wrong because of 
relativism, secularism, and individualism and 
"How do I build my business on values in a 
world where everybody else is a dog-eat-dog, 
cut throat world?"  

  
Slide 41  What do I do? Look at Psalm 11:3, “When the 
 foundations of life are undermined, what can a  
Slide 42  righteous person do?” (GWT). There is a cure 
Click  and what is it? Rebuild the foundation on 
 the truth of God’s Word. Rebuild the 

foundation of your life, your business, and your 
family on the truth of God’s Word. This means 
you and I start with God because God is truth. 
Have you ever wondered what makes 
something wrong? It’s not wrong because we 
say its wrong; it’s wrong because God says its 
wrong. What ever is wrong according to God is 
wrong because it is anti-God, anti-God’s 
character and anti-God’s righteousness. God is  

 always faithful and when we are unfaithful, we 
are wrong. God is always just and when we are 
not fair, we are wrong. When our character is 
out of sync with God’s character, we are the 
ones who are wrong. When our character is in 
sync with God’s character, then we are right. 
God is our Creator and we are created in His 
image, not our own image. His image. That's  

Slide 43  how you decide what truth is. Look at Proverbs  
Click  2:9, "God [circle "God"] shows us how to 
 distinguish right from wrong [not some poll or 

anything else], how to find the right decision 
every time” (TLB). I know there are many 
schools and things that are trying to teach 
values without God. 

 Illustration/Slide 44 Abraham Lincoln said, ”It is impossible for 
people to be moral without God.” George 
Washington said, “A moral government without 
God is impossible."    
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Slide 45 Look at 2 Timothy 3:16, "All Scripture is 
inspired by God and is useful to teach us what 
is true and to make us realize what is wrong in 
our lives. It straightens us out and teaches us  

Click to do what is right” (NLT). Circle the three 
things the Bible teaches:  "what is true" "what 
is wrong" and "what is right." If God says it, “It's 
absolutely true,” whether I understand it, 
whether I agree with it, whether I like it or not,  

Slide 46 it's true because it came from God. How do I 
know when something is truth and when it's 
just an opinion? Two characteristics: (1) Truth  

Click is universal. If it is true, it applies to everyone, 
everywhere around the world in every culture.  
If it does not apply to everyone everywhere, it's 
not truth, it's an opinion. Because truth is  

Click universal. (2) Truth is unchanging. It's always 
the same. It doesn't change. It isn't impressed 
by fads or fashion. It is unchanging. For 
instance, if adultery was wrong 4000 years 
ago, it was also wrong 2000 years ago, it is 
wrong today and it will be wrong 2000 years 
from today no matter what anybody else says. 
Truth is unchanging and it is universal. 

Illustration Facts change but truth doesn't. For instance, 
when I was in college I was taught in my 
chemistry and physics class that the smallest 
particle is the atom. The fact is since then 
we've discovered five layers beneath that 
called quarks. So that is not true. It was a fact 
but it wasn't true. Now we know there are even 
smaller things. When something changed it 
was a fact but with more discovery we learned 
that wasn't really factually correct.   

 What's the benefit of building my life on 
absolute, universal unchanging truth? Look at   

Slide 47 Psalm 119:105, “God’s words are a flashlight to 
light the path ahead of me and keep me from 
stumbling” (TLB). If I build it on unchanging 
truth, I won't stumble so much. I won't make so  

Slide 48 many mistakes. Proverbs 16:20 is a promise.  
"Those who listen to God's instruction will 
prosper and those who trust the Lord will be 
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happy” (PAR). Prosperous and happy and keep 
from stumbling. So what's the bottom line? It all  

Slide 49 comes down to a choice. The question comes 
down to this: whose values are you going to  

Click live by in your life? That's the issue. Whose 
values are you going to choose to live by?   

 You have to ask yourself, “What's going to be 
my standard by which I make my decisions in  

Slide 50 You only have three choices for values to live 
by: (a) Internal — I can say, "My values are 
going to be based on me because I know so 
much. I am the ultimate arbiter of truth and I 
choose what's right and what's wrong and I 
decide what's true and what's false, so I will  

 choose my values based on me.  What I think 
works -- pragmatic. What I think is easy and 
convenient and I am my own choice. I am my  

Slide 51/Click own standard for life.”  (b) External — “I'm 
going to look at what the world does. I'm going 
to go with the crowd. What is most popular? 
What's the current fad? I'm going to choose 
whatever the world says is right and wrong. 
That will be my standard too, realizing that in a 
few years that's going to change because fads 
and things change. But I'm going to do just 
whatever everybody else does. They're my  

Slide 52/Click standard.” (c) Eternal — “My choice is God, 
because His truth is absolute, universal, and  

 unchanging.” On your sermon notes you will  
Slide 53 see this: My standard will be . . .” Pick one of 

these three and write it down. If it is not eternal, 
don’t write that because you’re afraid someone 
might see it. Write the truth. If it is “I am my 
own standard,” then write down internal. If it is, 
“I cave to peer pressure. I am very conscious 
of what others think, I follow the talk shows or 
Hollywood or the liberal media” then write 
external. There is a lot in this book I do not 
understand there is a lot that is not easy to 
follow, but we follow it because it is the truth.  

Slide 54 Psalm 43:3 says, “God, guide me with Your 
light and Your truth so that they will keep on the  
right path in Your presence” (PAR). It is my  
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Slide 55 prayer you will do what David writes in Psalm 
119:30, “I have chosen God’s way of truth” 
(PAR). Now to help all of us do this, I have 
selected a Bible verse for all of us to memorize 
from each sermon in this series each week. 
So, by the end of the series you will have  

Slide 56 memorized 10 Bible verses. The Scripture  
Click memory verse for this week is: Psalm 119:105. 

— “God’s words are a flashlight to light the 
path ahead of me and keep me from 
stumbling” (TLB). When Joshua knew his time 
to die had come, he reminded the people of 
Israel of all God had done for them through 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses and himself. He 
did not want them forsaking God’s values for 
the values of the people around them. He said  

Slide 57 this to them in Joshua 24:15, “Choose this day 
whom you will serve and follow for life and 
truth, but as for me and my house, we will 
serve, follow and obey the truth from the Lord”  

Slide 58 (PAR). Southside, we need to be building godly 
values that last.  

Sunday, April 24, 2022 Series: Building Godly Values That Last


