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On the screen (first page) is a “Charles Addams cover from a 1981 New Yorker magazine. The 

image shows a typical affluent Addams New Yorker standing at the door inside his apartment. 

The door is made of steel and it has four locks and a security bar. Underneath the door is a small 

envelope with a large red heart on it.”1 

 

Maybe without knowing it, Addams depicts this Sunday’s Gospel. The man has everything he 

thinks he needs, and he is protecting it from the outside world. But what he truly needs comes 

sliding under the door: love. 

 

The disciples have been hiding behind a locked door but the Risen Christ, like that Valentine, 

finds a way in and brings love with Him.  

 

Just imagine being one of the disciples. Your leader has been killed. You had believed that this 

man was the chosen one who would lead that uprising and bring release to the Jewish people. 

But he died. And now the authorities would likely be coming after you. You are afraid to go out 

because the crowds might turn on you. You are afraid to go out because the religious leaders 

might turn on you. You are afraid to go out because the civil authorities might turn on you. You 

are afraid. And then part of you is afraid of Jesus because you turned your back on Him in His 

hour of need. 

 

And even though you barred the door, Jesus is suddenly before you. I can only imagine the fear 

that would strike the disciples hearts. They had denied even knowing Jesus. They had run away. 

They had hidden. And here He was standing before them. 

 

Jesus, of course, knows what they are feeling so the first words He speaks are “Peace be with 

you.” He comes in peace. He is not there to reprimand or condemn them. He comes in peace. 

And no earthly thing can stand in Jesus’ way. Even the rich man’s multiple locks cannot stop 

love from getting in and Jesus is true love. 

 

The disciples are true humans and would still be in a state of disbelief so Jesus shows them His 

hands and feet so they can see that it is in fact Jesus. Again, he tells them to relax. “Peace be 

with you.” 

 

But they still feel that guilt for not defending and standing by Jesus. Maybe they feel guilt for 

not seeing Judas for who he was. Maybe they feel guilt for not being beside Jesus through His  

 
1 https://www.episcopalchurch.org/sermon/locked-doors-easter-2-c-april-24-2022/ 
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trial and crucifixion. There are many things they could feel guilty about, not the least of which is 

not believing Jesus when He told them time and time again that He would rise from the dead 

and return. 

 

Knowing all of this, Jesus offers forgiveness. And then gives them the task of telling others 

about Jesus. But first, he fills them with the Holy Spirit to help them with this task.  

 

However, the first person they encounter fails to believe them. Thomas returns after Jesus 

leaves. They excitedly tell him about Jesus but Thomas refuses to believe that he missed it. 

After all, Thomas was the only one brave enough to actually venture out into the world. He was 

not hiding behind the locked door. So why would Jesus appear to all the others and not to him? 

It was not fair. 

 

Again, Jesus knew all of this, so He chooses to reward Thomas with a personalised visit. Again, 

the disciples were hiding behind a locked door in fear. Think about that for a minute. One week 

earlier, the risen Christ had stood in their presence, all except Thomas, and proven that He was 

the risen Christ. And yet, they remain behind locked doors. 

 

This time, Jesus again offers peace to all. He then speaks directly to Thomas as if He had heard 

the whole conversation where Thomas declares, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, 

and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” So, Jesus 

offers his hand and side. But Thomas doesn’t even need to touch Jesus. He instantly believes. 

 

In our own lives, we too find ourselves behind locked doors, don’t we? We put our money into 

banks to protect it. We install strong locks on our homes to protect them. We lock our cars to 

protect them. We walk with our children to school to protect them.  We go to great lengths to 

protect our valuables. And we work to gather more and more valuables too. 

 

But when all is said and done, what is the true value of our valuables? Even billionaires come to 

the end of their lives and all those valuables cannot protect them from death. 

 

Over our lifetimes, we accrue more and more, hoping that this new thing will finally make us 

happy, bring us satisfaction, fill that empty spot. But no matter how much we gather; we can’t 

take it with us, and it can’t bring us true happiness. It just causes us to add more and more locks 

to distance us from others. It can cause even the sacred institution of marriage to break down 

as people value things over people. More marital arguments are over money than any other 

reason. 
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Possessions can even be an obstacle to our relationship with God. Every dollar we put in the 

offering plate is a dollar we could use to build up our estate. So we give of our surplus when we 

can. 

 

All of these locked doors: our homes, our cars, our money, our jewellery, our hearts. Jesus gets 

through those locks and comes into our presence and says, “Peace be with you.”  

 

None of those things we lock away are important to God as much as being in His presence.  God 

asks that we prioritize our valuables and put our relationship with God in first place. God is not 

asking us to do without the rest of our valuables. God just wants us to put things in perspective. 

When we put God first, we are gifted with the Holy Spirit, an awesome gift, more valuable than 

gold.  

 

With God in the top spot, we can then truly see the value of our valuables. They are tools to be 

used, not loved. People will take a higher priority. They are worthy of love. Putting God first 

helps us see how to use our valuables to help others, to feed the hungry, comfort the broken 

hearted, bring the Gospel to those who have not heard it. 

 

We are those blessed ones who believe without putting our fingers in Jesus’ side and we are 

called to help others also come to believe. 

 

So, what locked doors are getting in your way of living the life God intended for you? Jesus 

stands and knocks.  

 

Will you unlock the door? 


