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Welcome to Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church 

 
April 24th, 2022  

Second Sunday of Easter 
 
In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard 
to believe. Because it is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in 

the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it is hard to believe, John the 
evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. Because it is hard to 
believe, the risen Jesus will return to us again and again in the mystery of holy communion, 
inviting us to touch and taste his presence, and offering us his peace. 
 
Welcome: Welcome to Lord of Life Lutheran Church. This is a safe space to bring your whole 
self. If there are ways we can make participation in worship easier for you, we will do our best to 
accommodate.  
 
Worship: Masks: Masks are optional in our sanctuary during service. Communion: All are 
welcome to share in Holy Communion. If you are unable to or it is difficult for you to come 
forward for communion, please let the ushers know so you can have communion brought to 
you. If you are uncomfortable coming forward for communion, there are individual packets 
available near the entrance to the worship center. Passing of the Peace: It is ok to greet those 
sitting near you. Please remember people have different levels of personal space which may 
vary from day to day and situation to situation. You can be respectful by asking, “May I hug 
you?” or “Would you like a handshake.”  Physical Distancing: It is still important to be aware 
of distancing. Pews along the sides of the church near the stained-glass windows are for people 
who want space; please space yourselves accordingly. Less touch: The offering plate is located 
near the entrance of the worship center. 
   
For those worshiping from home: Find a peaceful place to pray, perhaps a table. You will need 
your communion packet, this service folder, and if your phone is convenient you can use it to 
pass the peace. Lighting a candle hallows your worship place. We distribute packets of pre-
consecrated bread and wine (gluten free option is available) for those who call the church office. 
We are here for you! 
 
Children Welcome: Kids of all ages are welcome in service, and we celebrate their joyful 
wiggles and giggles! There are kids bags in the back of the sanctuary.  
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Information, service & liturgy instructions are shown in italic or bold italic type on the following pages. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the leaders are shown in plain type. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the assembly are shown in bold type. 
 
PRELUDE 
 

Gathering 
 
The assembly stands as they are able. 
 
DEDICATION OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
In the waters of baptism, 
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 
and we are a new creation. 
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 
who was, who is, and who is to come. 
 
We thank you, God, for your river of life, 
flowing freely from your throne: 
through the earth, 
through the city, 
through every living thing. 
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. 
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 
and our sin is drowned forever. 
You open the gate of righteousness 
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and we pass safely through. 
In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 
You nourish us and enclose us in safety. 
You call us forth and send us out. 
In lush and barren places, you are with us. 
You have become our salvation. 
Now breathe upon this water 
and awaken your church once more. 
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 
To you, our Beginning and our End, 
our Shepherd and Lamb, 
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN Hallelujah, We Sing Your Praises  ELW 535 

 

 
 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands 
of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, 
and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Assembly is seated  
 
 

Word 
 
FIRST READING:  Acts 5:27-32 
 
 

Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. His response to the charges of the high priest 
summarizes the early church’s proclamation of forgiveness of sin through 
repentance. 
 
27When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the 
council. The high priest questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict 
orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with 
your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on 
us.” 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather 
than any human authority. 30The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, 
whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his 
right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel 
and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is 
the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm 150 
 
 1Hallelujah! Praise God in the holy temple; 
  praise God in the mighty firmament. 
 2Praise God for mighty acts; 
  praise God for exceeding greatness.  
 3Praise God with trumpet sound; 
  praise God with lyre and harp. 
 4Praise God with tambourine and dance; 
  praise God with strings and pipe. 
 5Praise God with resounding cymbals; 
  praise God with loud clanging cymbals. 
 6Let everything that has breath 
  praise the LORD. Hallelujah!  
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
SECOND READING:  Revelation 1:4-8 
 
The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ 
experienced by a Christian prophet named John. Here he describes Christ 
as a timeless redeemer, the beginning, present, and end of all time. 
 
4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to 
come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from 
Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of 
the kings of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and 
made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be 
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
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  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who 
was and who is to come, the Almighty. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
The assembly stands as they are able for the reading of the gospel. 
 
THE GOSPEL READING:   John 20:19-31 
 
The holy gospel according to John, the twentieth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors 
of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After 
he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said 
this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins 
of any, they are retained.” 
 
 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 
with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have 
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in 
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his 
side, I will not believe.” 
 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
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finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 
Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 
God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come 
to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
All are seated 
 
SERMON 
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Response to the Word   
 
SPECIAL MUSIC  Garden Song  
 
Inch by inch, row by row 
Gonna make this garden grow 
All it takes is a rake and a hoe 
And a piece of fertile ground 
 
Inch by inch, row by row 
Someone bless these seeds I sow 
Someone warm them from below 
Till the rain comes tumblin' down 
 
Pullin' weeds and pickin' stones 
Man is made of dreams and bones 
Feel the need to grow my own 
'Cause the time is close at hand 
 
Rainful rain, sun and rain 
Find my way in nature's chain 
Tune my body and my brain 
To the music from the land 
 
Plant your rows straight and long 
Temper them with prayer and song 
Mother Earth will make you strong 
If you give her love and care 
 
Old crow watchin' hungrily 
From his perch in yonder tree 
In my garden I'm as free 
As that feathered thief up there 
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Inch by inch, row by row 
Gonna make this garden grow 
All it takes is a rake and a hoe 
And a piece of fertile ground 
 
An inch by inch, row by row 
Someone bless these seeds I sow 
Someone warm them from below 
Till the rain comes tumblin' down 
 
The assembly stands as they are able. 
 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
With the whole Church, let us confess our faith using the words of the 
Apostle’s Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
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All are seated. 
 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection 
for the church, people in need, and all of creation. 
Holy One who acts righteously, equip your church as witnesses of your 
goodness to go and tell others of your abundant love, that they may 
believe that Jesus is our salvation and life. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Renew your people’s commitment to use resources responsibly and to live 
well with your creation. Invite us to recognize and nurture signs of 
resurrection life in the natural world. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Direct those who are given human authority to lead with humility and 
compassion. By your Holy Spirit channel their attention toward serving 
those who are most in need. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Uphold your children who cry out to you (especially). Wherever people 
are overcome by the fear of death, breathe into them your life and peace. 
God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Inspire those who lead your people in worship and praise (especially the 
art and music ministries of this congregation). With joyful motion and 
sound, send us forth with praise that we cannot keep to ourselves. God, in 
your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
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Give us the words of your saints who, like Thomas, boldly confessed your 
Son as Lord and God. With Jesus our leader, empower us to live according 
to his ways. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your 
life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The assembly greets one another in the name of the Lord with phrases like 
“Peace be with you.”  If you have your phone available text a word of 
peace to someone who is worshipping alone. 
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OFFERING AND PRAYER   
 
The offering plate is brought forward as a sign of the good gifts, ourselves 
included, God has given us.  
 
 

 
 

Living God, 
you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, 
and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, 
and show us your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and 
believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
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Amen. 
 
Meal 
 
 
The assembly stands as they are able. 

 
 

PREFACE AND EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
…join their unending hymn 
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The minister continues the eucharistic prayer. 
 
….We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
The risen Christ dwells with us here. 
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
All are seated. As we sing Lamb of God, please take time to prepare 
yourselves and your communion elements. 
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The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have 
tasted the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send 
us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, 
all may know life in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
 
Sending 
 
BLESSING  
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you, 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy, 
The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  On Eagle’s Wings      Hymn 787 
 
1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 
 who abide in this shadow for life, 
 say to the Lord: "My refuge, 
 my rock in whom I trust!" 
 
Refrain 
 And he will raise you up on eagle's wings, 
 bear you on the breath of dawn, 
 make you to shine like the sun, 
 and hold you in the palm of his hand. 
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2 The snare of the fowler will never capture you, 
 and famine will bring you no fear; 
 under God's wings your refuge, 
 with faithfulness your shield.  Refrain 
 
3 You need not fear the terror of the night, 
 nor the arrow that flies by day; 
 though thousands fall about you, 
 near you it shall not come.  Refrain 
 
4 For to the angels God's given a command 
 to guard you in all of your ways; 
 upon their hands they will bear you up, 
 lest you dash your foot against a stone. 
 
Final refrain 
 And he will raise you up on eagle's wings, 
 bear you on the breath of dawn, 
 make you to shine like the sun, 
 and hold you in the palm of his hand; 
 and hold you, hold you in the palm of his hand. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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We thank you for your ministry here today: 
Presiding Minister                                                Pr. Adam Dowd 
Assisting Minister             Toni Blesy; Jan Treibeck 
Organist                                           Rosita Yao 
Reader      Mary Szyszka; Roberta Sejnost 
Greeters     Debbie McNichols; Lynn Ristau 
Video                                                                   Sherry Sejnost 
 
From Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen. Copyright 1990 by Gia Publications, Inc. Used by  
permission. All rights reserved.  
From PODCAST and PRINT STREAMED WITH. PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-715297 
Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 166234  
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of  
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Eucharistic Prayer- Nathan Nettleton, used with permission 
Litanies of Welcome and Farewell-Interim Ministry Network, Baltimore, Maryland 

Announcements – 4-24-2022 
 
Medicine Bottles This helps our dear four-legged friends and the environment 
too.  Please save your amber medicine vials with the white screw top. Make sure 
they are clean and that the labels are completely removed.  Bring them to Lord of 
Life church and put them in the container.   
 
Ushers As COVID restrictions change, Lord of Life can gradually resume regular 
communion services. But we need ushers to do this. If you are willing to assist 
during the communion portion of service, you would be a perfect usher. So please 
add your name to the list of volunteer usher found on the table in the narthex. Thank 
you for your service. 
 
Take advantage of this great opportunity!  At Lord of Life on May 17 at 6:00 P.M. 
you have the chance to be trained on how to use an AED, which is an Automated 
External Defibrillator that automatically diagnoses the life-threatening cardiac 
arrhythmias of ventricular fibrillation and pulseless ventricular tachycardia, and can 
treat them through defibrillation, the application of electricity which stops the 
arrhythmia, allowing the heart to re-establish an effective rhythm. In you want to 
receive training, either sign up at church or call the church office. 
 
We Love Your Photos! We need pictures and artwork for our daily Bible reading 
and prayers. Please share your photos with us at lordoflifechurchdarien@gmail.com
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THIS WEEK AT LORD OF LIFE 
  
Sunday         4/24   9:00 AM    Worship (Live Streaming) 

  10:00 AM    Sunday School   
  10:00 AM    LCW       
  11:00 AM    Worship 

                        2:00 PM    Loving Word Worship 
Tuesday       4/26  5:15 PM    OA   
Wednesday 4/27  10:00 AM Bible Study  

  7:00 PM    AA 
Thursday      4/28  7:00 PM    BSA Troop #97 
Friday           4/29  9:30 AM    Card Group 
Saturday      4/30  9:45 AM    SDA 
Sunday         5/1  9:00 AM    Worship (Live Streaming) 

  10:00 AM    Sunday School   
  11:00 AM    Worship 

                              2:00 PM    Loving Word Worship 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
Pastor Adam Dowd         lolpastoradam@gmail.com 

   cell: (952) 465-4300 
725 75th St., Darien IL  60561  e-mail:  LordLifeSec@gmail.com 

630-323-3161    web:  LordofLifeDarien.org 
Please call the church office first if you need something.
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