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This space is left blank for you to express your vision for our planet. 

It could be a drawing, a poem, or a reflection. 

 

April 24, 2022 

Second Sunday of Easter & Celebration of Earth Day 

 



Ministry Assistants Today: 
Altar Guild/Server: Barbara Potts 

Lector: Cathy Ufheil 
Intercessor: Susan Steele 

Usher: Jim Ufheil 

          
(All worshippers are required to wear a mask except to ingest the communion bread.) 

 
We Gather In God’s Presence 
[Silence for prayer and preparation] 

(+ standing, as you are able    ++ sitting    +++ kneeling, as you are able) 
 

Prelude 
 
+Opening Hymn #416    For the Beauty of the Earth    Hymnal 1982  
+Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

People  Amen. 

Gloria We praise you, most gracious God, for the beauty of earth and sky and sea; for the richness of 
mountains, plains, and rivers; for the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers. We praise you for 
these good gifts, and pray that we may safeguard them for our posterity.  Grant that we may 
continue to grow in our grateful enjoyment of your abundant creation, to the honor and glory of 
your Name, now and forever. Amen.  

Celebrant The Lord be with you 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray 
People (Collect for Second Sunday of Easter) 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of 
reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may show 
forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Oord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Sprint, one God , forever and ever. Amen.  

We Listen To The Word of God 

++First Reading… Job 12:7-10 

“But ask the animals, and they will teach you;  the birds of the air, and they will tell you; 
 ask the plants of the earth, and they will teach you; and the fish of the sea will declare to you. 
Who among all these does not know that the hand of the Lord has done this? 
In his hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of every human being. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God 



The Canticle of the Creatures by Saint Francis of Assissi 

Most High, all-powerful, good Lord, 
Yours are the praises, the glory, and the honor, and all blessing, 
To You alone, Most High, do they belong, 
and no human is worthy to mention Your name.  

Praised be You, my Lord, with all Your creatures, 
especially Sir Brother Sun, 
Who is the day and through whom You give us light. 
And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendor; 
and bears a likeness to You, Most High One.  

Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars, 
in heaven You formed them clear and precious and beautiful. 

Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Wind, 
and through the air, cloudy and serene, and every kind of weather, 
through whom You give sustenance to Your creatures. 

Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Water, 
who is very useful and humble and precious and chaste. 

Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Fire, 
through whom You light the night, 
and he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong. 

Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister Mother Earth, 
who sustains and governs us, 
and who produces varied fruit with colored flowers and herbs. 

Praised be You, my Lord, through those who give pardon for Your love, 
and bear infirmity and tribulation. 
Blessed are those who endure in peace 
for by You, Most High, shall they be crowned. 

Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister Bodily Death, 
from whom no one living can escape. 
Woe to those who die in mortal sin.  
Blessed are those whom death will find in Your most holy will, 
for the second death shall do them no harm. 

Praise and bless my Lord and give Him thanks 
and serve Him with great humility. 

 

 

 



Second Reading… An excerpt from God Has Dream: A Vision of Hope for our Time by Desmond Tutu 

We met at a theological college that had closed down because of the government’s racist policies. During our 
discussions I went into the priory garden for some quiet. There was a huge Calvary—a large wooden cross without a 
corpus, but with protruding nails and crown of thorns. It was a stark symbol of the Christian faith. It was winter: the 
grass was pale and dry and nobody would have believed that in a few weeks’ time it would be lush and green and 
beautiful again. It would be transfigured.   

As I sat quietly in the garden I realized the power of transfiguration—of God’s transformation—in our world. The 
principle of transfiguration is at work when something so unlikely as the brown grass that covers our veld in winter 
becomes bright green again. Or when the tree with gnarled leafless branches bursts forth with the sap flowing so that 
the birds sit chirping in the leafy branches. Or when the once dry streams gurgle with swift-flowing water. When 
winter gives way to spring and nature seems to experience its own resurrection.   

The principle of transfiguration says nothing, no one and no situation, is “untransfigurable,” that the whole of 
creation, nature, waits expectantly for its transfiguration, when it will be released from its bondage and share in the 
glorious liberty of the children of God, when it will not be just dry inert matter but will be translucent with divine 
glory. . . ." 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God 
 
+Gradual Hymn # 508            Breathe on Me, Breath of God         Hymnal 1982    
  
+Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (20:19-31) 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met 
were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, 
he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, 
"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said 
to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained." 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples 
told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see 
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord 
and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have come to believe." 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you 
may have life in his name. 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ 



++Sermon Breath of God and Breath of Life    The Rev. Koshy Mathews   
 

We Ask God To Listen To Our Prayers (kneeling as able) 
 
+++Prayers of the People            
 
Leader  Caring God, we thank you for your gifts in creation: for our world, 
All   The heavens tell of your glory. 
Leader  For our land, its beauty and its resources, 
All  For the rich heritage we enjoy.  
Leader  We pray for those who make decisions about the resources of the  earth,   
All  That we may use your gifts responsibly. 
Leader  For those who work on the land and sea, in city and in industry,  
All  That all may enjoy the fruits of their labors and marvel at your creation. 
Leader  For artist, scientists and visionaries, 
All  That through their work we may see creation afresh. 
Leader  We thank you for giving us life; 
All  For those who enrich our experience.    
Leader  We pray for all who through their own or others’ actions are deprived of fullness of life, 
All We pray for prisoners, refugees, the disabled, and all who are sick; for the families and loved ones of 

those who died in the pandemic, the war in Ukraine, gun violence, and the victims of unjust laws. 
Leader We pray for members of our church family and friends who are in need of healing, especially: 
All For Billy, Joseph, Paula, Eric, George, Nick, Bill, Bobbi, Fox, Connie, Margie, Jerry, Bonnie,  

Jack, and Barb 
Leader  For those in politics, medical science, social and relief work, and for your Church, 
All  For all who seek to bring life to others. 
Leader  We thank you that you have called us to celebrate your creation. 
All  Give us reverence for life in your world. 
Leader  We thank you for redeeming love; 
All  May your word and sacrament strengthen us to love as you love us. 
Leader  God, Creator, bring us new life. 
All  Jesus Redeemer, renew us. 
Leader  Holy Spirit, strengthen and guide us.   
All  Amen 
Celebrant God of peace, let us your people know, that at the heart of turbulence there is an inner calm that 

comes from faith in you.  Keep us from being content with things as they are,  
that from this central peace there may come a creative compassion, a thirst for justice,  
and a willingness to give of ourselves in the spirit of Christ. Amen.  

 
+The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of God be with you all. 
All In God’s justice is our peace. 
 (Worshippers turn to each other and acknowledge their presence by a peace sign or Namaste) 
 
Announcements 
 
Invitation for Offering  
Celebrant Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.  

 



We Share Holy Communion* 
 
Celebrant God of all creation, you bring forth bread from the earth 

and fruit from the vine. By your Holy Spirit this bread and wine 
will be for us the body and blood of Christ. 

All All you have made is good. Your love endures forever. 
 
+The Great Thanksgiving (All stand if able) 
 
Celebrant The Spirit of God be with you. 
All  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift your hearts to heaven  
All where Christ in glory reigns. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to God. 
All It is right to offer thanks and praise. 
Celebrant It is right indeed to give you thanks most loving God, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, 

the first born from the dead, the pioneer of our salvation, who is with us always, one of us, yet from 
the heart of God. 

 For with your whole created universe, we praise you for your unfailing gift of life. 
We thank you that you make us human and stay with us even when we turn from you to sin. 

All God’s love is shown to us: while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
Celebrant In the power of endless life, Christ is risen from the grave. His death has broken death and opened for 

us the new and living way, our freedom and our joy 
 In your mercy you are now our God. Through Christ you gather us, new-born in your Spirit, 

a people after your own heart. We entrust ourselves to you, for you alone do justice 
to all people, living and departed. 

All Now is the acceptable time, now is the day of salvation. 
Celebrant Therefore with saints and martyrs, apostles and prophets, with all the redeemed, 

joyfully we praise you and say: 
All Holy, holy, holy: 

God of mercy, giver of life; earth and sea and sky 
and all that lives, declare your presence and your glory. 

(All kneel if able) 
 
+++Celebrant All glory to you, Giver of life sufficient and full for all creation. Accept our praises, 

living God, for Jesus Christ, the one perfect offering for the world, who in the night that he was 
betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; do this to remember me. 

 After supper he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you, and for many, 
to forgive sin. Do this as often as you drink it to remember me. 

 Therefore, God of all creation, in the suffering and death of Jesus our redeemer, we meet you in your 
glory. We lift up the cup of salvation and call upon your name. Here and now, with this bread and wine, 
we celebrate your great acts of liberation, ever present and living in Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, 
who was and is and is to come. 

All Amen! Come Lord Jesus. 



Celebrant May Christ ascended in majesty be our new and living way, our access to you, Father, 
and source of all new life. In Christ we offer ourselves to do your will. Empower our celebration with 
your Holy Spirit, feed us with your life, fire us with your love, confront us with your justice, 
and make us one in the body of Christ with all who share your gifts of love. 

 
All Through Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit, with all who stand before you 

in earth and heaven, we worship you, Creator God. Amen. 
 
Celebrant As Christ teaches us we pray 
All 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 Hallowed be thy name; 
 Thy kingdom come; 
 Thy will be done; 
 On earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 

 As we forgive those who trespass 
against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation; 
 But deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 And the power and the glory, 
 Forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Celebrant The bread we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
All We who are many are one body, for we all share the one bread. 
Celebrant The cup of blessing for which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ. 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us 
All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  
Celebrant Bread and wine; the gifts of God for the people of God. 
All May we who share these gifts be found in Christ and Christ in us. 
  

(Remove the mask only to ingest the bread.) 
 
+++The Post-Communion Prayer  

 
Celebrant Let us pray 
All Most loving God, creator and redeemer, we give you thanks for this foretaste of your glory.    

Through Christ, and with all your saints, we offer ourselves and our lives to your service. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit, to stand with you in your world. We ask this through Jesus 
Christ, the servant, our friend and brother. Amen. 

 
+Blessing  
+Closing Hymn #400   All Creatures of Our God and King    Hymnal 1982 
Dismissal 

Celebrant Grace be with you. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
Celebrant Go in peace. 
All  Amen. We go in the name of Christ. 

  

Postlude 

*The liturgy for Holy Communion is taken from The New Zealand Book of Common Prayer 



• • • • • 

For your contemplation at home, here is a reading from Julian of Norwich. 

(You may want an object collected from nature such as, shells, stones and tiny pine cones in your hand, as you 
contemplatively read this poem at the beginning of your day.) 

My Day Begins 

And God showed me a little thing, 
in the palm of my hand, 

round like a ball, 
no bigger than a hazelnut. 

I gazed at it, puzzling at what it might be. 
And God said to me, 
“It is all of creation.” 

I was amazed that it could last 
and did not suddenly disintegrate 

and fall into nothingness, 
for it was so tiny, 

and again God spoke to me, 
“It lasts, both now and forever, 

because I cherish it.” 
And I understood that everything has its being 

owing to God’s care and love. 
 

All Will Be Well 
Thirty days with Julian of Norwich, page 15 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



• • • • • 

Announcements  

Annual Meeting 
The annual meeting and vestry elections will take place on Sunday, May 1st.   If you have any interest in 
running for Vestry for the upcoming term, and have any questions, please talk to a current Vestry 
member.  The list and contact information is on the following page.  

Settlement Music Scholarship 
Applications are now being accepted for the Settlement Music Scholarship. If you would like to apply, 
please return your completed application to the office by April 30th. Information and applications are on 
the table in the back of church. 

     Join us for 10 Minutes of Prayer 
Every Thursday at 9:30am on Zoom. Megan Bartlett and a few others meet for ten minutes via Zoom to 
pray for the needs of Gloria Dei as we search for a new rector. We are following the Morning Devotion 
service in the Book of Common Prayer and lift up to God our personal and parish needs.   
Meeting ID: 338 124 1574 Call in: 1-646-558-8656  
If you have the BCP, turn to page 137. 

Flea Market on May 21 
Save your wonderful gently used items for the Church Table! 
Volunteer sign-up sheets are in the back of the church. 

 

Lenten Discipline for Mercy Hospice Recovery Books 
We are giving Mercy Hospice copies of their favorite recovery books with proceeds from our Lenten 
disciplines. Green envelopes with donations (and copies of the books we have purchased to date!) are in 
the back of the church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Gloria Dei Staff 

Paul Fejko – Music Director  - fej@ fejko.com •  Jim and Paula Minacci – Sextons  
   Christine McBride – Parish Administrator 

 

Gloria Dei Vestry 

Megan Bartlett – (c) 267-581-9357 megan77777@yahoo.com 

Julie Daye - Secretary - (c) 215-520-7097 jultag22@yahoo.com 

Amy Grant – amy@southwarkhistory.org 

Bob Jenkins - (c) 215-779-5751 tazjenkins13@gmail.com 

Jaime Konowal – Rector’s Warden - (c) 215-847-7665 jaimelkonowal@gmail.com 

Candace Roberts – Accounting Warden - (w) 215-592-6590 croberts@quantum-think.com 

James Ufheil - (c) 609-351-1819 jimufheil@msn.com 

Nils van Ammers - c) 610-216-4431 vanammersnils@gmail.com 

Rev. Koshy Mathews – Rector – (c) 484-557-4559 koshy.mathews@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’ Church) 

Columbus Blvd and Christian Street  -  Philadelphia, PA 19147 
 215-389-1513  -  www.old-swedes.org 

Find us on Facebook Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Episcopal Church 
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