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Have you ever woken up from a dream so awesome you wished you could go 
back to sleep and keep living in that imaginary world? 
 
So I’ve told you before that when I was in middle school I was the shortest and 
scrawniest kid in the class.  I had huge buck teeth and a mullet which meant  I 
was the kid who got stuffed in lockers and wondered whose armpits I was going 
to get to enjoy after gym class.  Been there?  That was my childhood. 

 
Anyway, one day during lunch, I was outside and a bunch of the big knuckle 
heads in grade 8 decided to gang up on me – really they didn’t need a gang, one 
was enough to teach me the meaning of inferiority. 

 
But when they started chasing me instead of running for the hills – my usual 
strategy – I turned around, looked them in the eyes, and began flapping my arms 
like a chicken.  And then to their amazement I began rising off the ground and 
soaring over their heads.  And their mocking jeers changed to amazement.  And 
everyone in the school came running to watch me.  It was awesome!  And then I 
woke up.  Ever had a dream you wished was reality?   
… 
If you’ve been with us you know we’ve just come to the end of an in-depth walk 
through of the Gospel of Mark.  And so today I wanted to do something a little 
different.  I want to look at a passage of scripture that has been special to me 
and talk about how normal people can have a real faith encounter with God.  
That’s the first thing.  Then I want to look at what real faith looks like and how we 
make it grow. 
 
So if you’ve got a Bible please open it up to 2nd Peter chapter 1.  You will find that 
close to the end of the Bible.  And would you stand with me as we come before 
God’s word.  Hear now the word of the Lord: 
 
[2 Peter 1:1-11] 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated. 
 
Peter starts out by addressing his letter to some people he considers to have real 
faith.  So what is real faith? 
 
For myself, I grew up attending church.  I was born on Easter Sunday, the doctor 
pulled me out with forceps, slapped my bum, and I responded “Praise the Lord.”  
And my parents took me straight to church.  That’s pretty close to what 
happened.  And I’ve always considered myself a Jesus follower. 
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But as a young person faith was mostly about the things I did, and not much 
about an actual encounter with Jesus.  So I went to church and Christian school.  
I read my Bible and tried to be good.  But it wasn’t until my early adulthood that 
faith started transitioning from some stuff I believed into a response to the living 
God who loved me.  And that transition happened because of several 
experiences with God. 
… 
Some of you know this story, but I remember being newly married.  And Nikki 
and I were students paying lots of tuition and living on virtually nothing.  Nikki 
was a waitress and I handed out parking tickets.  And in our 650 square foot 
apartment the only furniture we had was a bunch of lawn chairs someone had 
given us.  And we lived off Nikki’s tips and ate lots of pasta with No-name brand 
hotdogs containing some real beef.  That was the good old days. 
 
Anyway, my little wife wanted us to get some furniture, and what she really 
wanted was a futon that could double as a guest bed.  And I wanted to get a 
futon too, but I remember sitting down with her and looking in our tips jar that we 
used to buy groceries and finding about $14 and 65 cents.   
 
Now my wife is beautiful, but the best thing about her is that she loves Jesus. 
Guys, if you’re not married yet, get yourself a wife who loves Jesus, it is the best 
thing you can do.   
 
Anyway, Nikki challenged me to sit down and ask Jesus for a futon.  Now I was 
suspicious.  This wasn’t the kind of faith I had.  But we did it.  And then I went to 
school, and she looked in the buy and sell because there was no Facebook. 
 
And when I got home, she told me she had found a futon for $200.  Now that did 
not sound like an answer to prayer.  That sounded like no hotdogs in my pasta.  
But I said let’s go check it out.   
 
And we met this young family with two boys, 5 and 3.  And they had this futon 
and it was basically brand new.  But what was amazing was what the woman 
said to us.  She looked us straight in the eyes and said “I don’t know who you 
are, but we are Christians, and we are teaching our boys to hear from Jesus.  
And then she looked at her 3-year-old and said, tell these people what Jesus 
said.  And as only a 3-year-old can, he beamed a million watts and said “Jesus 
says, give it to you for fwee!” 
 
And it didn’t end there, those kids went and got their piggy banks and emptied 
them into our laps.  And then the parents hired us to come and cut their hedges.  
And at the end we had a brand-new futon and $200 in our cash jar.   
 
And I said, “Jesus, the dream world I’ve been living in is not as good as Your real 
one.  I want in.” 
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… 
Alright, look at the text.  In the first century you didn’t sign your name at the end 
of a letter, you signed it at the beginning.  And so the letter starts: 

Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:1a) 

 
Now we’ve talked a lot about Peter recently.  He’s one of the big guys.  He 
started out a fisherman, and Jesus called Him, and he ended up becoming 
Jesus’ number one disciple.  But look what Peter says in the rest of verse 1. 

To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus 

Christ have received a faith as precious as ours. (2 Peter 1:1b) 

 
So this is who Peter addresses his letter to.  It’s to ordinary Christians who 
received the gift of faith ‘through the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.’  In other words, he’s talking to normal Christians like us.  But then look 
what he says.  He says ‘You guys have received a faith as precious as ours.’  
And the “ours” here is Peter and the other Apostles. 
 
So get your head around this, Pete is the number one guy.  And he says we have 
a faith just like his.  He didn’t think he had anything you and I can’t get.  This 
means God doesn’t look at some people and say, “Wow Dan’s a pastor.  I’m 
going to show up in his life but you normal people get what’s left.”  No.  Peter 
says everyone has the same opportunity to encounter God and see Him work.  
 
And that’s because everyone is on the same footing: all real faith is a gift from 
God.  It isn’t handed out to people who deserve it.  God extends it to anyone who 
wants it free of charge.  There’s a gift with your name on it. 
… 
This week Nathan turned seven.  And he’s just learning how to read, but he 
knows his name.  And so when I told him, “look, the big present says “To dad, 
love Nathan” he was concerned at first.  But then he looked and said “No dad.  It 
says, “To Nathan, love mom… and dad.”  Mom buys the presents.  But Nathan 
was going to make sure he got what was his.  So have you got yours?  Have you 
received the gift of real faith Jesus has for you? 
… 
Next Peter wants to clarify something.  Real faith is more than believing some 
right stuff about God and showing up at church or online.  And Peter lays this out 
starting in verse 3.  He says: 

[Jesus’] divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life 

through our knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and 

goodness… so that through them you may participate in the divine 

nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 

(2 Peter 1:3-4) 
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Now this verse is absolutely packed.  But Peter says Jesus’ gift of real faith 
empowers us by providing everything we need to live a godly life.1 
 
That means if you want to meet God, He will meet you and change you.  It 
doesn’t matter where you’ve started, you can be the most spiritually alive and 
godly person because God gives us everything we need to have a real faith.   
 
But there is another layer to this and it’s crazy.  Peter says God gives these gifts 
to us so that – verse 4 – “through them you may participate in the divine nature.”   
 
Peter says we get to participate in the divine nature – you and me get to 
participate in who God is and what He is up to.  Now what does that even mean? 
… 
In my devotions right now I’m in the Old Testament, and I’ve been encountering 
those OT prophets again.  And Elijah’s my favorite because he got to see God’s 
power.  I mean, do you ever wish your encounter with God was more like 
Elijah’s? 
 
So there is this king named Ahaziah and he was bad news.  He wanted to make 
God work for him so he decided to capture Elijah.  It seemed like a plan.  And 
being the king, he sent a small army off to collect the prophet.  But then we find 
out what actually happened: 

Then [Ahaziah] sent to Elijah a captain with his company of fifty 

men. The captain went up to Elijah, who was sitting on the top 
of a hill, and said to him, “Man of God, the king says, ‘Come 

down!’” 

Elijah answered the captain, “If I am a man of God, may fire 

come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty men!” 
Then fire fell from heaven and consumed the captain and his 

men. (2 Kings 1:9-10) 

Wouldn’t it be handy to have access to power like that when negotiating a wage 
increase?    I mean inflation or not you would be fine! 
 
Well, Ahaziah didn’t get the memo.  So he sent another army and they got 
toasted too.  And then he sent a third.  But this captain was a bit smarter, and he 
begged for mercy instead of passing on the king’s order. 
 
Don’t you wish the power of God moved in your life a bit more like that?  I mean 
what would access to that kind of power do to your faith? 
… 
Well here’s the crazy thing.  The Bible says OT people had less access to God 
than we do.  Everyone back then was longing for the days we live in today. 

 
1 This section based off Francis Chan “Passion 2014 Sermon” – Youtube (accessed June 2014) 
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So Ezekiel was another one of the big prophets who saw God move but wasn’t 
content.  He wanted what we have.  And God told him a time was coming when 
He was going to do something new.  God said:  

I will give [My people] a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I 

will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of 

flesh. And I will put My Spirit in you and move you to follow My 
decrees and be careful to keep My laws. (Ezekiel 36:26-27) 

… 
In the Old Testament God lived behind the curtain of the Holy of Holies.  And 
only the holiest priest on the holiest day with the holiest sacrifice got to go in.  
And everyone else just waited outside to see what God would say. 
 
But God said one day He was going to put His Spirit inside His people and 
change us from the inside out.  And Ezekiel longed for that day. 
 
Actually he had a dream about it.  And in his dream God took him to a valley 
where a battle had taken place a long time ago and it was full of dry bones.  
Skeletons everywhere. 
 
And God asked, “Can these bones live?”  And Ezekiel had no idea so he said 
“Only You know.”  It was a good answer!  And then there was this rattling sound 
and the bones came together, flesh came onto them, and an army of people 
woke up.  That’s insane! 
… 
I remember being about 16 and walking through the forest with a couple friends 
and stumbling across a site where a hunter had gutted and cleaned a moose.  
And it had been a while and so not much was left except a bunch of bones. 
 
But imagine the three of us had huddled around those bones and prayed for this 
moose and it came back to life.  What would that even look like?  It’s silly to 
imagine.  Rattling, then muscle and tendons, then skin and hair then – boom – 
alive!  
 
But God was making a point.  He was saying even though Israel had seen Him 
do amazing stuff, their encounter compared to what was coming, was like the 
difference between dry bones in a field, and an army of people walking around.  
And that transformation happened when Jesus came back from the dead and put 
His Spirit into us. 
 
So people should freak out when they see you.  They should say, “what 
happened to her?”  We knew her.  We know the way she used to be.  But 
something totally freaky is going on because she’s not the same. 
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Now here’s the irony: in our dreams we can do things we can’t in real life.  I 
flapped my arms and flew above those bullies and Ezekiel saw dry bones come 
back to life.  But no matter how great a dream might be, it’s never as good as 
reality because it’s not real.  What is real is way better than what is imaginary. 
 
But here’s the crazy promise that comes with following Jesus: it turns out that the 
world we get born into – the one we take for granted is real – this world is 
actually the Matrix.  How do I know?  Because this world thinks the most real 
being in the universe isn’t real or at least isn’t involved in our lives.  The world we 
live in imagines that what we can perceive with our 5 senses is all there is.   
 
But Peter’s words open us up to a reality more real than what we can touch.  A 
reality that sees Jesus at work and participates in His divine nature.  Friends, if 
you want what is really real, then take the red pill. 
… 
So real faith is extended to us from God as a gift.  It isn’t something we can earn 
or deserve.  It is something Jesus hands out free of charge to everyone who 
wants it.  But real faith isn’t simply about believing some right stuff about God, it 
is like being transformed from dry bones into something living. 
… 
Okay you say, I’ve met Jesus, and I do have faith.  But I could use some more.  
Like Elijah and Ezekiel still seem like a step up from where I’m living. 
… 
Well here is where Peter gives us a practical road map towards the abundant life 
Jesus wants for us.  You see, while salvation is an event where we go from being 
dead to being alive – our journey with Christ doesn’t end there, it starts there.  
And so don’t be content with being saved, participation in the divine nature 
means growing to look more like Jesus, and this is where abundant life lives – 
this is where we actually see God at work. 
 
And here’s the awesome part, if you want more of this Peter says there is 
something we can do to make it happen.  Look at verse 5.  He says: 

For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and 

to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-

control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, 

mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. For if you possess these 

qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective 

and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ….  Therefore, 

my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and 

election.  (2 Peter 1:5-10) 

 
What Peter says is don’t get stuck in dream land, give yourself to the real life 
Jesus wants for you.  
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So he says, “because you are on equal standing with me; and because God has 
given you everything you need to live a godly life; and because you can actually 
partake in the divine nature, do something about it: “make every effort.”  Because 
real life isn’t going to just happen to you. 
  
Your bones don’t grow muscles just because you want them to, you’ve got to 
work out.  So make some effort; make every effort. 
… 
Now this doesn’t mean we earn our salvation – verse 5 says “make every effort 
to add these things to your faith.”  So salvation is a gift from God.  But Peter says 
prove you’ve got it by living like you are saved – “make every effort.” 
 
And he gives seven ordinary things normal people can do to live into the life 
Jesus has for us.  This is how we wake up from the dream and start experiencing 
real faith.   
 
Peter says make every effort to add to your faith goodness and knowledge and 
self-control and perseverance and godliness and mutual affection and love.  
None of these things are miracles.  All of them are things we work at.  This is 
how we grow to look more like Jesus. 
 
So here’s the call: don’t be content with just believing some right stuff about 
Jesus – foster your holy discontent.  Hunger to see Jesus at work in your life and 
in your family and your relationships.  And make every effort to grow to look like 
Jesus.   
 
So where are you hanging out?  Is the space you spend your time encouraging 
you to grow or is it keeping your bones dry?  And maybe you don’t get a lot of 
choice about where you spend your time, but we all get to choose what we fill our 
minds with and where we spend our money.  So, are these things helping or 
hindering the progression of your faith?  Make every effort.  
 
Get up in the morning.  Talk to Jesus.  Read your Bible.  Ask Him how you can 
grow and do what He says.   
… 
Brothers and sisters, we are heading into summer – believe it or not – and I am 
heading into a season of sabbatical.  So I want to leave us with a call to make 
every effort to pursue the gift of faith Jesus has extended.  What we do with the 
gift is up to us.  So don’t be content with where you are.  Don’t be content with 
what you have received.  Make every effort to press on to receive the new 
mercies Jesus has for you; they are fresh every morning.   
 
I want this for me, so I’m going to be journaling over the next 3 months.  And I 
encourage you as well to give yourself to new efforts to image Christ.  Friends, 
your dry bones can live! 


