
 

You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.        —Matthew 5:14 

A Word for the Season 

     For the past dozen or so years, I 
have had a Christmas Tradition for 
myself that includes either reading, or 
listening to a reading of Charles 
Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol.”       
     Sometimes I get a chance to see one 
of the many video adaptations of the 
book, but there is nothing like hearing 
or reading it in the words that Dickens 
wrote in the 1840’s.  Good books, like 
good music, and art, and movies, and 
even places in this world that become 
special to us, need to be read, or seen, 
or heard more than once. They have 
too much in them to be fully absorbed 
the first time. 
     I am now able to know when a 
favorite scene is coming up, and some 
of them are close to being memorized. 
The Characters, whether holding a 
major place or just a minor scene, are 
taking on more “life” as they take their 
place in the story. They come to 
remind me of real people that I have 
known. Even though we find the story 
take place in less than the 24 hours 
from Christmas Eve to Christmas Day 
in the “good old city” of London long 
ago, there are time when I find this 
story relating to the events of my life 
throughout the year. 
     There are a number of reasons why 
I get so much from this story. I love 
that the right attitude can turn our  
 

“Bah! Humbugs!” into “Merry  
Christmas”. I love that God is working 
in unseen ways in our lives.  I love 
when I see in the lives of others, and 
sometimes in my own, that the chains 
that we forge in our blindness or 
shortsightedness can be completely 
removed for a future of joy and 
sharing in ways large and small. I love 
the small moral lessons that present 
themselves along the way as the story 
is told. Finally, I take heart that if even 
stingy old Ebenezer Scrooge can 
change, so can I. 
     Dickens will never replace Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, or John as the Gospel 
writers who tell Jesus’ story. Even 
Dickens acknowledges this in several 
ways as his own story is told. Jesus is 
still the reason for the season. But 
there are still among us those like 
Marley, and Bob Cratchit, Scrooge’s 
nephew Fred, and yes, Ebeneezer, 
himself, and even me. Life is a journey 
of learning and exploring and 
discovering new things and new 
insights. As we draw one long year to a 
close and begin to open another, may 
we all find the sharing a Merry 
Christmas with others and the world 
around us. I will let Tiny Tim have the 
last word. 
 
“God Bless us, everyone.” 
 
Pastor Doug Stensby 
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Women’s Bible Study 
 

Come join us for the Women's Bible Study scheduled on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month at 9:30 a.m.   
 
Contact Kat Clark at 630-222-1970 for additional information. 

MEN’S MONTHLY BREAKFAST 
 
Monthly Men’s Breakfast meets the 1st Tuesday of the month.  Join us for wonderful 
breakfast and good conversations at Curious Chef at the Outlet Mall,  7:30 a.m.  Any 
questions, contact Dale Ragan 360/708-0975.   

SEWING FOR OTHERS 
 

Sewing for Others meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month at 9:15 am. We 
are putting together and tying LWR quilts.  If you have a favorite needle, thimble and 
scissors — bring them.  Otherwise, you can use our equipment.  Questions —  
 Linda Dunlap  (253)548-6439 or (253)863-8627 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 
Salem’s men meet on the second and fourth Mondays each month at 8:00 am for  
bible study and fellowship.  Feel free to drop by anytime!  For additional information, 
contact Bob Slind, RobertSlind@icloud.com or Don Moe, Moe@sos.net 
 

Women’s Evening Bible study will meet on the 2nd Monday Evenings at 7 p.m. in 
my home:  220 S. 48th Place  Mount Vernon WA  98274.  Come join us January 10 
“Join Gather for a brand new four-part Bible study by New Testament scholar Mark 
Allan Powell.  The series, “The kingdom of God” will look at this widely-used biblical 
image and invites us into a discussion of what the reign of God means for Lutherans 
and other believers today.”  Resources including a video by the author can be found 
on Gather’s resources page.   Women of all ages are welcome to attend.  Please listen 
to Salem’s recording for changes or cancellations. 
Gift of Gather for just $9.95 
Gather has two options to help subscribers give the gift of Gather.  Current subscrib-
ers can give a non-subscriber a full year of Gather for only $9.95  or you can give 
a two-issue trial subscription to any non-subscriber absolutely free. Check the Gather 
website for full details. https://www.Gathermagazine.org 
  Please note Gather is now published 6 times per year – two months per issue. 
Important websites for women:  W.E.L.C.A. website:  https://
www.womenoftheelca.org/  
Lutherans Northwest website: https://lutheransnw.org/Ministries  Where you will 
find information about the NW Washington Synodical Women, their Newsletter, 
ECHO, and a full list of board members along with other valuable information. 

mailto:RobertSlind@icloud.com
mailto:moe@sos.net
https://www.Gathermagazine.org
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/
https://lutheransnw.org/Ministries


3               SALEM LIGHT 

 

          
   BLOOD DRIVE 
          SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
                     Multi-Purpose Room 
                          
You can register for an appointment by calling 800-398-7888 or online at   https://
schedule.bloodworksnw.org/DonorPortal/Default.aspx 
 
Below are the scheduled dates and times.   
 
 February 18    10:00 am-5 pm February 19       9:00 am-4 pm 
 February 25    10:00 am-5 pm  

Transition Team News 
  

       Your newly elected Transition Team has had two meetings and will be meeting 
twice a month each 2nd and 4th Tuesday at 1 p.m.  So far we have listened carefully to 
Pastor Doug tells us about our task.  He distributed information from the Synod to 
each member of the team, “Congregational Handbook for Pastoral Transitions” and 
“Ministry Site Profile”.  We are to become familiar with the content in these  
documents along with Salem’s Constitution and Bylaws. 
       As a participant in this faith community, you will have opportunities to share your 
hopes and dreams for Salem. Your team will be working out details of the process and 
will keep you informed through social media, bulletin announcements, temple talks 
and the Salem Newsletter. 
 
Your job -   Prayer 
•  for us, your Transition Team, that we discern with wisdom and listen faithfully; 
•  that this transition moves along smoothly; 
•  and that each of us is heard throughout this process.  We are “Salem Strong” in   
       this together.  
 
Your Transition Team:  Dale Ragan, Facilitator, Janice Stepp, Scribe, Barb Gurney, 
Don Ney, Susan Faller, Nancy Raschko, Pastor Doug Stensby, Transition Pastor 

Congregational Meeting, 1/30/22, 11 a.m. 
 
We will be approving our annual budget, as well as elect-
ing new members to our council.  We have been operat-
ing with a deficit of 3 members for the entire year which 
is not sustainable.  If you are interested in being part of 
this dynamic group in stewarding our congregation into 
the future, please consider placing your name for nomi-
nation to council. Contact any council member for addi-
tional information. THANK YOU! 

https://schedule.bloodworksnw.org/DonorPortal/Default.aspx
https://schedule.bloodworksnw.org/DonorPortal/Default.aspx
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CELEBRATI   NS 
SIMPLY HAVING A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS TIME 
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CELEBRATI   NS   
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CELEBRATI   NS   

We Three Kings 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE 
 
Friendship Circle will meet the 2nd Wednesday, January 12, at noon for a time of fel-
lowship and a potluck lunch.  Please bring your favorite salad, hot dish or dessert.  All 
are welcome: NO age restrictions!  Any questions, call Dee Archer @ 360-982-7359 

 
 

 
It is time to turn in your annual committee reports for 
inclusion in the Annual Congregational Report.  
Please send your reports to Laurie @ office@slcmv.org 
as soon as possible.  Thank you! 
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NW WA Synod News 
     During this winter, as many continue to grapple with - and be discouraged by - the  
continuation of the pandemic, isolation, discontent, and loneliness, we might feel that 
our relationships are not as strong as they once 
were – with family and friends, with colleagues 
and co-workers, and with those in our church. 
      Recently I read a book called Tempered  
Resilience by Tod Bolsinger. While I wasn’t  
enthralled with the whole book, I did resonate 

with one visual that he used and perhaps you will find helpful in this 
time, too. He writes about how our different relationships help us in 
our resilience and in our on-going ability to adapt. On page 112  
Bolsinger writes, “To flourish in ministry or other forms of social 
leadership, leaders need to be conscious of at least three different contexts, and the relationships needed 
to flourish in those contexts, ‘front stage, backstage, and offstage.’” 
     The Front Stage is the public face that we show to the world. It is the place where “performance”  
happens. It is critical to have trustworthy colleagues or teammates where you are able to be yourself. These 
relationships could include peers and teammates, partners, and colleagues. An example from scripture 
would be the disciples. Who would you include in your life? 
      The Back Stage is the place to support and nurture you in your “front stage” work. Good front stage 
work depends on lots of time backstage analyzing and thinking about the work that is being done, learning 
from the lessons of success and failure from others, and especially, gaining perspective from experienced 
leaders. In his book Bolsinger cautions, “Backstage relationships don’t happen because of others. They  
happen because of you.” (p. 116) In other words, you might have to seek out “backstage people. Backstage  
relationships include therapists, coaches, mentors, spiritual directors, pastors, and more. An example in  
scripture would be David listening to Samuel or Moses listening to his father-in-law Jethro or Ruth listening 
to Naomi. Who would you include in your life? 
     The Off Stage are the people that you are emotionally closest to and who are your confidents. As  
Bolsinger writes, “The quality of your relationships with other people influences how emotionally resilient 
you can be in the face of an emotional or physical crisis. In general, the more quality social support you can 
draw upon from family and friends, the more flexible and resilient you can be in stressful situations.”  
(p. 120) An example in scripture would be Elizabeth and Mary. Who would you include in your life? 
     So, I’m wondering, how are doing in these three areas? Are your relationships strong “front stage,  
backstage, and off-stage”? Do you have good connections? Where could you form deeper connections? 
Where do you need help in forming new relationships?  
     I’d love to hear from you how we can be a more connected church community, how we can support one 
another, and how resilience can be built up by forming and growing relationships. 
     I know this is a difficult and frustrating time for many. I feel it, too. May you feel connected with one  
another. May you feel upheld by one another. And, especially, in this Epiphany season, may God’s presence, 
love and grace be made known to you. 
 
+ Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 
bishop@lutheransnw.org  

mailto:bishop@lutheransnw.org
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Year-to-Date Financial Comparison for Salem 

November Financials: 
 
Total Income: $18,553.44 
Total Expense: $23,644.84 
 
Net Income:              - $  6,547.93 

Jan 3 Don Ney 
Jan 4 Gene Van Selus 
Jan 6 Virginia Voigt 
Jan 9 Susan Bos 
Jan 14 Sharon Gilbert 
Jan 16 Tyler Henry 
Jan 17 Linda Dunlap 
  Erin Hanger 
  Louise Pihl 
 

Jan 21 Amy Benson 
  Gerald Hamburg 
Jan 23 Bill Markus 
Jan 25 Muriel Neely 
  Sue Ney 
Jan 25 Erin Moe 

Jan 7      Claudine & Claver Hategekimana 
Jan 31     Marily & Jerry Nelson 

  Jan Through Jan Through      

  to Nov  to Nov  2021 to BUDGET  Act 2021 

   2020  2021  2020 2021  to Bud 2021 

           

TOTAL INCOME  $274,726  $251,433  -8.5% $266,120  -5.5% 

                

OPERATING EXPENSE  $70,518   $73,818  4.7% $77,125  -4.3% 

TOTAL STAFF EXPENSES  $238,802  $174,582  -26.9% $204,639  -14.7% 

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES  $309,320  $248,401  -19.7% $281,764  -11.8% 

          

RESERVE FOR CHURCH OPERATIONS  -$34,594  $3,032    -$15,644   

          



 

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 
2529 N. LaVenture RD. 
MOUNT VERNON, WA 98273 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Douglas Stensby, Pastor 
PrDoug@slcmv.org 

 
Laurie Benson, Office  

Administrator 
office@slclmv.org 

 
Jim Bowers, Custodian 

 
Sharyn Peterson 

Music Director 
sharynpeterson@hotmail.com 

 
Building Use Requests 
building_use@slcmv.org 

CHURCH COUNCIL:  

 

Roger Ragusa,  

 President 

Laurie Benson 

      Vice President 

Susan Ragan,  

 Treasurer 

Nancy Raschko, 

 Secretary 

Lynne Rittenhouse 

Carl Bruner 

Bob Ruby 

Peter Swanson 

Barb Gurney, 

      Past President 

Worship Sundays, 10 a.m. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
9 a.m.-12p.m.    Monday & Wednesday 

WEBSITE: 
www.slcmv.org 

 
“Salem ELCA” App 

(Apple & Google Play Stores) 
 

Like us on Facebook 
@Salem Lutheran Church E.L.C.A. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
 

It is our mission as members of this congregation to share 
the unconditional love of God in Jesus Christ with all people,  

and to serve God by serving others. 

JANUARY  NEWSLETTER 


