
 

You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.        —Matthew 5:14 

THE EXCITEMENT OF WATCHING CORN 
GROW 
 

Want to know who my favorite Nobel Prize 
winner is? He is from a small town named 
Cresco, Iowa, and comes from a family of 
Norwegian farmers. It is no surprise that he 
was a Lutheran. Any ideas, yet? Some have 
suggested that he saved he lives of over a 
billion people. Some of his other little things 
was developing a seawater-proof glue that 
could help supplies get to troops in the South 
Pacific during WWII. Reading his Wikipedia 
article kept me saying to myself, “Huh! I didn’t 
know that!  Who would have thought?” 
 
Norman Borlaug, 1915 to 2009, is called “the 
father of the Green Revolution.”  His work on a 
number of agricultural fronts in Mexico, 
Pakistan, and India, and Africa, have greatly 
reduced hunger around the world. I have been 
told that some significant plant research has 
been done here in the Skagit Valley. I would 
guess that some of Norman’s work is a part of 
the building blocks that eventually lead to 
better plants and yields. I myself barely 
escaped with a passing grade from my 9th grade 
Biology class, but I can appreciate greatness 
when I see it. It is in Norman’s life and work. 
 
We just had our Annual meeting here at Salem. 
The speed and lack of discussion, much less 
dissension, shows that there is a great deal of 
trust from the members toward the elected and 
appointed leaders. I am thankful for all the 
wonderful people who have served in these 
capacities since my arrival, and I look forward 
to 2022 as a positive time of growth as we 

hopefully come out of this dark season. We give 
thanks for everyone who has volunteered to 
serve in any position, official or not, here at 
Salem. Everyone deserves our note of thanks. 
 
But Dr. Borlaug reminds us that not all of 
God’s work in the world is done inside Church 
buildings. Sometimes the mission field can be a 
wheat field. By his quiet persistence and 
willingness to learn and share, God’s work has 
been done. 
 
It may be that you have no taste or desire to 
serve on committees or boards. You may even 
find that sometimes, other people annoy you, 
and that you might rather work on a project 
alone. It is a very big world that needs God’s 
love and care. There is a place for people like 
you and I, even if we never get close to a Nobel 
Prize. It would be a wonderful thing if we all 
found a way to make the world a better place, 
and our efforts inspired and supported the 
work of others, as other’s work has inspired 
and supported our own. May we all find our 
place of service in the World. Perhaps it is 
where we continue to serve with faithfulness as 
we have for past years. Perhaps God leads us to 
a new arena of blessed work that will surprise 
us with its newness. In Church or outside, all is 
in God’s hand.  
 
Blessings to us all in 2022. 
 

Pastor Doug Stensby 
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WOMEN’S MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
 

Come join us for the Women's Bible Study scheduled on the 
fourth Wednesday of each month at 9:30 a.m.   
 
Contact Kat Clark at 630-222-1970 for additional information. 

          
   BLOOD DRIVE 
          SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
                     Multi-Purpose Room 
                          
You can register for an appointment by calling 800-398-7888 or online at   https://
schedule.bloodworksnw.org/DonorPortal/Default.aspx 
 
Below are the scheduled dates and times.   
 
 February 9       10:00 am-5 pm February 10       8:00 am-3 pm 
 February 18    10:00 am-5 pm February 19       9:00 am-4 pm 
 February 25    10:00 am-5 pm February 26       8:00 am-3 pm 

SEWING FOR OTHERS 
 

Sewing for Others meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each 
month at 9:15 am. We are putting together and tying LWR 
quilts.  If you have a favorite needle, thimble and scissors — 
bring them.  Otherwise, you can use our equipment.  Questions 
— Linda Dunlap  (253)548-6439 or (253)863-8627 

Women’s Evening Bible Study -  Come join us on Monday February 14th at 6:30 
PM when we study Session 2 , “Parables, Banquets and Children”, of this 4 part bible 
study by Mark Allan Powell in Gather magazine.  This is the same study used on the 
4th Wednesday morning so if you are unable to come at that time this is another op-
portunity for you. We meet at the home of Janice Stepp, 220 S. 48th Place,  Mount 
Vernon 425-210-2733 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 
Salem’s men meet on the second and fourth Mondays each month at 8:00 am for  
bible study and fellowship.  Feel free to drop by anytime!  For additional information, 
contact Bob Slind, RobertSlind@icloud.com or Don Moe, Moe@sos.net 
 

https://schedule.bloodworksnw.org/DonorPortal/Default.aspx
https://schedule.bloodworksnw.org/DonorPortal/Default.aspx
mailto:RobertSlind@icloud.com
mailto:moe@sos.net
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
 
Since reopening the church to in-person worship on Palm Sunday 2021, we have also 
made the building accessible to several community groups once again.  The level of use 
varies depending on these groups' needs.  Some meet at Salem a day here and 
there.  Others have a weekly schedule.  Our newest user is the Spanish-speaking  congre-
gation, Roca de Ayuda.  Their church meets regularly on Sunday afternoon, in the fel-
lowship room.  We're excited about having them use our space and the relationship with 
the Hispanic community this arrangement brings.  
 
While we love sharing our church facilities with community groups once again, there are 
some growing pains involved in accommodating their storage needs.  We are making 
progress, but have a ways to go. 
 
Many thanks to Kat Clark, who has taken on the task of coordinating user contracts and 
schedules.  This is no easy task! 

STAY SAFE! 
 
Unfortunately, crime is a part of life.  One would think that churches would not 
be targets for crime, but they are.  Salem is not exempt from this fact of life.   
 
1)  Park in the light.   
    A few extra steps may make the difference to your safety and the  security of 
your car and belongings. 
2)  Close the windows, trunks and hatches.   
     Even in hot weather, that one inch of venting makes it easier for thieves.   
3)  LOCK THE VEHICLE.  
4)  Leave nothing loose and visible in the vehicle.   
     A vehicle locked or not, is NOT the place to leave anything.   
5)  Use the “Buddy” system when leaving the building and walking to your 
vehicle.   
6) Walk Away! DO NOT TRY TO STOP OR APPREHEND.    
     If you see someone violating your car, use “no challenge”  language, verbal 
and otherwise.  
     Discreetly and quietly return  inside with others and then call 911.   
  

   Do NOT yell at them.   
   Do NOT threaten to call the police.   

   Do NOT try to take their picture, etc., etc.   
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APPRECIATI   N 

We are very grateful for your congregation’s participation in the Josephine Caring 
Community Christmas Gift tag project.  Your generosity of time, talents, and 
treasures in providing gifts to our residents was a wonderful gesture of kindness. 
Our sincere thanks for your thoughtful contribution. 
  
Sincerely, 
Candyce Sylling 
Congregational Relations 
Josephine Caring Community Board of Directors 

News from Women of the ELCA  -  Working to end Human Trafficking -  
Since 2005, Women of the ELCA has been actively working to end human traffick-
ing. Some work on education and awareness. Others provide support to agencies 
helping women to leave or who have left human trafficking. Others still are working 
to change laws that criminalize the victims of trafficking.  
At the Eleventh Triennial Convention (2021), the voting members adopted a resolu-
tion setting the four weeks prior to the annual NFL Super Bowl as a time of prayer 
to end human trafficking and called on women of this organization to engage in 
prayer. Leading up to the 2022 Super Bowl (on February 13), posts and prayers will 
be featured on the Women of the ELCA blog and on social media for your use. We’ll 
be using #EndHumanTrafficking combined with #ActBoldly and #WeAreWELCA 
in our social media posts.   
  
For more information, to report a tip or access resources: 
Call: 1-888-373-7888 
Text: HELP to BeFree (233733) 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog
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CELEBRATI   NS   

 

Enzo Eugene Ragusa, son of Alex Ragusa and 
Sophia Mudarri, was baptized on January 16, 
2022.  Proud grandparents, Roger and Wendy 
Ragusa, along with Great Grandmother Susan 
Hall were in attendance. 
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NW WA Synod News 

     I don’t usually write about personal things for this monthly column, but I have a birth-
day this month (it is not a significant birthday – it doesn’t end in a zero or a five) but a 
birthday is a birthday. And a birthday is always a blessing – it is a marker that we are still 
given time on earth to be with loved ones, work to make this world more livable and love-
able for others, learn and grow, listen and speak, play and dance in God’s Spirit of love. 
     I remember a significant birthday ten years ago that I celebrated. It was very low-key 
birthday. My parents and my family were there. We had some sort of food that I don’t 
 remember and a cake that was probably chocolate. That was it. But I was so thankful to 

be celebrating it. You see, in the summer of 2011 I was diagnosed with an aggressive form of breast cancer. 
I underwent chemotherapy, a bilateral mastectomy, and radiation. In February of 2012 I had finished chemo 
and surgery and was just beginning radiation. (I am perfectly healthy now.) 
     This is what I wrote on my blog on www.mylifeline.org exactly ten years ago: 

The other day I was complaining to some friends that it is hard for me to get motivated. I said, "I am 
not a depressed person but it is so hard to do things right now." My friend Laura said to me, "Maybe 
it's because you are battling cancer and have had months of toxic drugs, major surgery, forced work 
leave, a little too much mortality staring you in the face and no hair or eyelashes. Personally I think 
that's enough reason to feel what you are feeling." …  

     Today I re-read what my friend Laura said and her words hold true for me and for so many of us right 
now. For many it is hard to be motivated and do things right now. We have had months – years! – of a  
pandemic, political divide, anxiety, forced separation, and, for some, physical and emotional difficulties as 
well. It makes sense that we are weary. And we can give ourselves and others compassion during this time. 
     And … at the same time … we also know that this is not the end. 
     We place our trust in God that this is only a season in our lives and in our world. A season that eventually 
we will look back on, be amazed how we survived and thrived, and be thankful for the place we are called to 
next. 
     Here is how I ended my reflection from ten years ago: 

As I close this blog post, I am reminded of the passing of seasons and the amazing presence of 
God. When I began treatment, summer was in full bloom. We have gone through the falling of leaves, 
the dormancy of winter, and are now on the cusp of spring. This is where I feel my body is, too. I am 
ready to live a new life of health and wholeness, hope and gratitude. Psalm 30:11-12 says it so 
well:  You have turned my mourning into dancing; you have taken off my sackcloth and clothed me 
with joy, so that my soul may praise you and not be silent. O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you for 
ever.  

May we rest and may we breath. 
May we live and move and dance in the Spirit.  
May we trust that through all things God is present with us – above us, beneath us, before us, and behind 
us.  
May this year bring us resiliency and hope.  
May we –  together – be filled with Christ’s love and compassion for one another and for ourselves. 

 
+ Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 
bishop@lutheransnw.org  

http://www.mylifeline.org
mailto:bishop@lutheransnw.org
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Year-to-Date Financial Comparison for Salem 
 
 
 
 
 

December Financials: 
 
Total Income: $70,777.09 
Total Expense: $25,029.38 
 
Net Income:                $45,747.71 

Feb 1 Connie Anderson 
Feb 6 Avery Cook 
Feb 15 Al Dunlap 
Feb 16 Peter Swanson 

Feb 19 Robert Slind 
Feb 22 Gerry Christensen 
  Helga Schink 

Feb 8      Janice & Boyd Lanier        36 years 
Feb 18    Janes & Joyce Nichols      66 years 
Feb 22    Roger & Roberta Nelson  65 years 

   ACTUAL  ACTUAL  BUDGET  Bud 2022 

   2021  2021  2022  to Act 2021 

          

TOTAL INCOME  $343,365  $322,210  $321,840  -0.1% 

              

OPERATING EXPENSE  $80,465   $83,855  $107,500  28.2% 

TOTAL STAFF EXPENSES  $260,858  $189,973  $200,332  5.5% 

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES  $341,323  $273,828  $307,832  12.4% 

         

RESERVE FOR CHURCH OPERATIONS  $2,042  $48,382  $14,008   



 

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 
2529 N. LaVenture RD. 
MOUNT VERNON, WA 98273 

Douglas Stensby, Pastor 
PrDoug@slcmv.org 

 
Laurie Benson, Office  

Administrator 
office@slclmv.org 

 
Jim Bowers, Custodian 

 
Sharyn Peterson 

Music Director 
sharynpeterson@hotmail.com 

 
Building Use Requests 
building_use@slcmv.org 

CHURCH COUNCIL:  

 

Barb Gurney,  

 President 

Laurie Benson 

      Vice President 

Susan Ragan,  

 Treasurer 

Nancy Raschko, 

 Secretary 

Lynne Rittenhouse 

Carl Bruner 

Bob Ruby 

Peter Swanson 

Don Moe 

Roger Ragusa, 

      Past President 

Worship Sundays, 10 a.m. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
9 a.m.-12p.m.    Monday & Wednesday 

WEBSITE: 
www.slcmv.org 

 
“Salem ELCA” App 

(Apple & Google Play Stores) 
 

Like us on Facebook 
@Salem Lutheran Church E.L.C.A. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
 

It is our mission as members of this congregation to share 
the unconditional love of God in Jesus Christ with all people,  

and to serve God by serving others. 

FEBRUARY  NEWSLETTER 


