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“Peace be with you” (Jn 20:19, 21, 26). At the beginning of Mass, you hear often 
here the priest say: “The Lord be with you”. There are two more greetings that can 
be used. But only the bishop uses “Peace be with you”. In fact, Bishops are the 
successors of the Apostles. And so, the Bishops, like the Apostles, vicars of the 
Risen Christ, greets the Church in the name of Jesus. 
 
Peace is the gift that Christ left his friends (cf. Jn 14: 27) as a blessing destined for 
all men and women and all peoples. It is not a peace according to a “worldly” 
mentality, as a balance of forces, but a new reality, fruit of God's Love, of his 
Mercy. It is the peace that Jesus Christ earned by the price of his Blood and 
communicates to those who trust in him. “Jesus, I trust in you”: these words 
summarize the faith of the Christian, which is faith in the omnipotence of God's 
merciful Love.  
 
“Peace be with you” (Jn 20:19, 21, 26). This is not a greeting nor even a simple 
good wish: it is a gift, indeed, the precious gift that Christ offered his disciples 
after he had passed through death and hell. He gives peace, as he had promised: 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to 
you” (Jn 14:27). This peace is the fruit of the victory of God’s love over evil, it is 
the fruit of forgiveness. And it really is like this: true peace, that profound peace, 
comes from experiencing God’s mercy.  
 
Today is Divine Mercy Sunday, as Saint John Paul II — who closed his eyes to the 
world on the eve of this very day — wanted it to be. As well as his peace, Jesus 
gave the Apostles the Holy Spirit so that they could spread the forgiveness of sins 
in the world, that forgiveness which only God can give and which came at the 
price of the Blood of the Son (cf. Jn 20:21-23). The Church is sent by the Risen 
Christ to pass on to men and women the forgiveness of sins and thereby make the 
Kingdom of love grow, to sow peace in hearts so that they may also be 
strengthened in relationships, in every society, in institutions. And the Spirit of the 
Risen Christ drove out fear from the Apostles’ hearts and impelled them to leave 
the Upper Rome in order to spread the Gospel.  
 
Let us too, have greater courage in witnessing to our faith in the Risen Christ! We 
must not be afraid of being Christian and living as Christians! We must have this 
courage to go and proclaim the Risen Christ, for he is our peace, he made peace 
with his love, with his forgiveness, with his Blood and with his mercy.  



 

 
The Risen One brings authentic peace, because through his sacrifice on the Cross 
he achieved reconciliation between God and humanity, and he conquered sin and 
death. This is peace. His disciples needed this peace first and foremost, because, 
after the Master was arrested and condemned to death, they fell into dismay and 
fear. Jesus appears among them alive and, in showing the wounds — Jesus wanted 
to preserve his wounds — in his glorious body, gives peace as the fruit of his 
victory. Just like for Thomas, Jesus invites us to touch the wounds. It is a lesson for 
us, as if Jesus were to tell all of us: “If you are not at peace, touch my wounds”.  
 
Another gift that the Risen Jesus brings to his disciples is joy.“the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord” (Jn 20.20). And there is also a verse, in Luke’s 
version, that says that they disbelieved for joy. We too, perhaps when something 
incredible, beautiful has happened, might say: “I cannot believe it; this is not 
true!”. This is how the disciples were. They disbelieved for joy. This is the joy that 
Jesus brings us. If you are sad, if you are not at peace, look to Jesus Crucified; look 
to the Risen Jesus; look at his wounds and receive that joy.  
 
In addition to peace and joy, Jesus also brings the gift of mission to the disciples. 
He says to them: “As the Father has sent me, even so I send you” (v. 21). Jesus’ 
Resurrection is the beginning of a new dynamism of love, capable of transforming 
the world with the presence of the Holy Spirit. This second Sunday of Easter, we 
are invited to approach Christ with faith, opening our heart to peace, joy and the 
mission. But let us not forget Jesus’ wounds because from them come peace, joy 
and the strength for the mission.  
 
Brothers and sisters, since the beginning of the pandemic, we have stopped the Rite 
of Peace. Some have started to do it by bowing to the other person, without saying 
a word. Like Pope Francis clearly said: “It is not a greeting nor even a simple good 
wish: it is a gift, indeed, the precious gift that Christ offered his disciples after he 
had passed through death and hell.” It is not a time to say “Hello”. It is a time to 
share the peace that comes from the Risen Christ. At the moment, many still are 
uncomfortable to give a handshake. This gesture has become so used in the secular 
world that it loses its significance at Mass. So, during the Rite of peace, I invite 
you to do a simple bow to the people closest to you without saying a word. 
 


