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Love Is Stronger Than Death


INTRODUCTION - A poignant Holy Week


It has been a different kind of Holy Week for our family, a very poignant Holy Week. On 
Monday my wife, Julia, entered into hospice care, and on Wednesday, our children, 
Zach and Hannah, our daughter-in-law Jordan, and Julia’s sister, Karen, all said their 
goodbyes to Julia before heading back to their homes. About a week ago Julia said to 
me, “I’m not making any decision about whether I am ready to go until after Easter.” On 
Thursday night she said to me, “I could still live, you know.” I smiled and said, “I know 
that, honey. I’m just trying to be prepared, either way.” On Friday - Good Friday - Julia 
informed me, “I have told God that if I don’t feel better by Monday I may be ready to 
go.”


SITUATION - Jesus’ Crucifixion


They had done the very worst thing that they could think of to Jesus. The Jewish lead-
ers had gone to Pilate and said that he was deserving of death. Their case was weak, 
and Pilate’s initial reaction was that he found no case against Jesus. But the voices of 
the crowd were loud, and Pilate caved, and they nailed him to a cross. It was a humili-
ating, violent, mocking, public spectacle. This is the “power over” syndrome that we 
humans get into when we are lost and so very far away from our true selves. We de-
ceive ourselves. We think we can have the last word by killing someone. We think we 
can be the Final Judge.


COMPLICATION - Our difficulty seeing


They killed Jesus the day before a day that was very holy for the Jews. It was the day 
before the sabbath, but also the day before the celebration of the Passover. Mary 
Magdalene and the other women had faithfully observed that holy day, and on the next 
day, on that Sunday morning, they were all chomping at the bit to go to the tomb. Ac-
cording to Mark and Luke, they came with spices, so that they could properly anoint 
Jesus’ body for burial. He had been buried in such haste, there hadn’t been time for 
that.


And you just heard the story of that Sunday morning, as told by John. When Mary 
Magdalene arrived at the tomb, the stone had been rolled away. She assumed Jesus’ 
body had been moved, maybe even stolen. She ran to tell Simon Peter and John - she 
ran! - and they ran to the tomb. John peeked in, Peter rushed inside the tomb, then 
John went in. We are told that John “saw and believed” and that John and Peter re-
turned to their homes. (John 20:8, 10)




Mary wasn’t going anywhere. She had to see the body of Jesus. As she was weep-
ing, she bent over to look into the tomb. She saw two angels sitting where Jesus’ body 
had been, “one at the head and the other at the feet.” (John 20:12) Notice that John 
and Peter didn’t see these angels. Only Mary did. We might say that Mary was reward-
ed for staying. Or perhaps God has a way of giving each person what they need.


The angels asked her why she was weeping. She told them that someone had taken 
away her Lord, and she didn’t know where he was. And then she turned and saw Je-
sus. But she didn’t know it was Jesus. Jesus asked her why she was crying and who 
she was looking for. She thought the man in front of her was the gardener, and asked 
him where he had laid Jesus’ body; she would take the body away. 


She had turned away from this gardener when she heard one word - her name… HER 
NAME! - said by a voice she recognized, said by the only person she wanted or need-
ed to hear from in that moment.


“Mary!”


She turned to Jesus and said, “Teacher!”


Just for a moment, try on being Mary Magdalene right then. 

Mary didn’t recognize Jesus at first. But let us not be too hard on Mary. Jesus had 
been transformed. Jesus had changed form. If you are here over the next seven 
weeks of the Easter season, you will see that Jesus keeps showing up to the disciples 
at different times and at different places, and they never really recognize him at first. He 
is not just the human Jesus anymore. Yes, he still has his wounds. As Richard Rohr 
says, “… resurrection is not woundedness denied, forgotten, or even totally healed. It is 
always woundedness transformed.” (Immortal Diamond, pp. 162-162) He is not the Je-
sus that they knew. He is now the risen Christ.


GOOD NEWS - Resurrection is the pattern!


On this day we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord, but we celebrate even more than 
that. Paul says to the Corinthians that all will be made alive in Christ. (1 Corinthians 
1522) And roughly 1,000 years before that, the Psalmist wrote “I shall not die, but live.” 
(Psalm 118:17)


Of course, we do die. 


One of the things that was central to Jesus’ message was that God is calling us to die, 
well before our physical deaths, so that we might embrace a new, better, more abun-
dant kind of life, one where God is central, one where, in fact, God dwells within us. 
You and I are called to die to our old self, what Thomas Merton first called the False 
Self. 




It is the ego, and it is concerned with being at the center of things, of winning, of being 
successful, usually at the expense and the exclusion of others. This is what Jesus was 
saying we must die to when he said, “What will it profit them to gain the whole world 
and forfeit their life?” (Mark 8:36)


In one sense, the resurrection of Jesus should have not surprised anyone, be-
cause it is God’s plan, God’s most prevalent pattern - and not the exception. 


Richard Rohr writes this: “… all of creation is saying from the beginning that things live, 
and things die, and things live again in new shapes. Christians say, “Christ dies, Christ 
lives, and Christ comes again,” and call it “the mystery of faith.”… We are … saying 
that all things die and change forms, and nothing is permanent in its present state.” He 
goes on to say that “Resurrection is not just changing forms but somehow an even im-
proved or advanced form… As in the universe itself, we move toward an ever greater 
aliveness, a greater consciousness, a deeper union.” (Immortal Diamond, p. 133-134)


A deeper union with God, that is. And that deeper union with God helps us to recog-
nize that we are all connected. When the power and truth of the resurrection pattern 
finally grabs ahold of us, then we begin to see the Christ in every single person, and 
indeed, in all of creation. And we come to know that we are not competing. In fact, just 
the opposite. We are all one - one in Christ, who lives in all and works through each 
one of us.


NEW BEHAVIOR - Easter


Easter is not a day or even a 50-day season in the church year. Easter is a way of life. 
Easter is God’s plan for all people and all of creation. This journey into new life in-
volves passing through suffering and death, and overcoming even the most vile and 
evil things that people can do to one another. The message of Scripture and the 
message of Easter is clear: Love is stronger that death. Death has been swal-
lowed up in victory! 

Or as my friend Corrina in Dodge City, Kansas likes to say, “Love wins!”


No matter what you are going through… no matter how difficult it is or how much 
grief or suffering you might be experiencing… Love wins! 

Rohr again: “The risen Christ is not being rewarded for a job well done as much as he 
is mirroring the full completed journey and goal… He comes out the other side shout-
ing, as it were, “See it is true, love is indeed stronger than death! If you ever doubt it, 
look at me.” He is the “guarantee” (Hebrews 7:22), the “pledge and promise” (Eph-
esians 1:14), that love works.” (Immortal Diamond, pp. 146-147)


Interesting enough, one of the very first things Julia heard from God, very soon after 
her cancer diagnosis, was “Let Love do its work.”




CONCLUSION - Julia will live. Will you?


Julia will live. There’s no question about it. It’s God’s divine plan of salvation and the 
very best news any of us will ever hear. But of course, God’s divine plan is not about 
just hearing the news. It’s about embracing it, and living it.


Even though you die, you shall live, too.


Today you can sink into God… sink into a new kind of living, where you live in union 
with God… where God lives within you, in fact.


When you say “yes” to this new life, everything changes. You won’t look or act the 
same. People might even have trouble recognizing you. They might even say of you as 
they said of Jesus, “Where did she get all this?” You won’t be trying to out-compete 
everyone anymore. Love will be pouring out of you to all people and to all of creation. 
When you experience hardship or suffering or even dying, you will know that it’s part of 
the journey - part of the pattern - and that it won’t have the last word.


Yes, people may very well ask you, “What happened to you?” And you will be able to 
respond, in all humility, “God happened to me, and I am alive! I was dead, but now I am 
alive. I’ve been resurrected by the same Power that resurrected Jesus. Thanks be to 
God!”


Will you surrender? Will you surrender, and sink into the One who has loved you 
from before you were born, and who will always love you? Will you let Love do its 
work? 

Love is stronger that death!


Love wins!


We have another way of saying that in the Church. “Alleluia! The Lord is risen! The Lord 
is risen indeed! Alleluia!”



