
Newsletter - 24th April 2022 

Wonga Park CRC is a church that is committed to helping people grow in their faith, one step at a 
time. We believe people do this by encountering God in his living word, through prayer, and in 
community with other believers. 

New here? We would love to meet and connect with you, so please fill in your details on the back of 
this newsletter, place it in the offering bag and one of our team will contact you. Alternatively send 
an email to pastor@wpcrc.org.au and we will get in contact with you. 

God’s Word: We encourage you to take notes in the place provided, to reflect on what God has 
been saying to you, and to discuss it with your family, friends and children. 

Prayer: We have several places in our worship service where we pray. We would also love to pray 
with you after the service. If you would like someone to pray with you, please remain in the main 
auditorium and a member of our prayer team will come and pray with you. 

Community: We encourage you to stay after the service for coffee and fellowship. We would love to 
meet you and get to know you more. We have a cry room off to the side of the church for parents 
with infants. During school terms we  also run a Sunday School program before the church service 
for high school aged children and during the church service for primary school aged children, and 
we have a crèche for ages 1-5 at the end of the main hallway. 

Groups: We have a number of growth groups that meet throughout the week to pray for people, 
gather around God’s word, and care for one another. If you would like to join a group, please 
contact pastor Chris (pastor@wpcrc.org.au). 

Matthew 27:57—28:10 
 
THE BURIAL OF JESUS 

57 When it was evening, a rich man from Arimathea named Joseph came, who himself had also 
become a disciple of Jesus. 58 He approached Pilate and asked for Jesus’s body. Then Pilate ordered 
that it be released. 59 So Joseph took the body, wrapped it in clean, fine linen, 60 and placed it in his 
new tomb, which he had cut into the rock. He left after rolling a great stone against the entrance of 
the tomb. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were seated there, facing the tomb. 
 
THE CLOSELY GUARDED TOMB 
62 The next day, which followed the preparation day, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered 
before Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember that while this deceiver was still alive he said, ‘After 
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three days I will rise again.’ 64 So give orders that the tomb be made secure until the third day. 
Otherwise, his disciples may come, steal him, and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ 
and the last deception will be worse than the first.” 
 
65 “Take guards,” Pilate told them. “Go and make it as secure as you know how.” 66 They went and 
secured the tomb by setting a seal on the stone and placing the guards. 
 
RESURRECTION MORNING 
1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to view the tomb. 
2 There was a violent earthquake, because an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and 
approached the tomb. He rolled back the stone and was sitting on it. 3 His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing was as white as snow. 4 The guards were so shaken by fear of him that they 
became like dead men. 
 
5 The angel told the women, “Don’t be afraid, because I know you are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified. 6 He is not here. For he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7 
Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has risen from the dead and indeed he is going ahead of you 
to Galilee; you will see him there.’ Listen, I have told you.” 
 
8 So, departing quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, they ran to tell his disciples the news. 9 
Just then Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” They came up, took hold of his feet, and worshipped 
him. 10 Then Jesus told them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to leave for Galilee, and they 
will see me there.” -- Matthew 27:57-28:10 (CSB) 

SERMON NOTES 



WHAT’S HAPPENING  

 
Sunday 24 April 

10:00 am  Worship Service (Online and in person)  
4.00 pm   Zoom for Youth (Online) 

 
Tuesday 26 April 

7.30 pm   Prayer Meeting (In the church) 

GIVING 

In our church we have two offerings every Sunday. The first offering goes toward the ministry of this       
congregation.  The second offering goes toward various Christian causes. If you would like to support 

this work you can do so in several different ways: 

In church giving: Simply add your offering to the offering bag. 
If using bank transfer: BSB: 063 167 Acc: 1015 8356. 

If the offering is for the first collection please add your name and SUN 1 in the description line and if 
the offering is for the second collection add SUN 2 

Any additional gifts for the Deacons are always appreciated and will go towards supporting people 
within and outside of our congregation.                                                                                                                        

For the Deacons BSB: 063167 Acc. 1015 8372 

Via Church App: Online or via our church app: https://wpcrc.org.au/give 

2ND OFFERING—24/4/22— WORLD TRANSFORM 

World Transform is the official denominational ministry of the CRCA: “Showing mercy - in Christ’s 
name”. We mainly work in deed ministries in developing countries in Asia. 

     We reach out by proclaiming the message of the Gospel of God's grace for repentant sinners. 

     We also reach out with deeds of love and compassion, as best we can, to those who are poor, the 
    victims of injustice, the sick, the suffering, the orphans and the widows. 

The CRCA established what is now known as ‘World Transform’ in 1965. 

Advance Notice: Next Sunday’s second offering will be for Flood Relief 

https://wpcrc.org.au/give


There are a number of occasions mentioned in the Old Testament where stones were placed to remember 

significant events, such as when Jacob met God at Bethel, (Genesis 28), when the Israelites first entered 

the Promised Land (Joshua 4) or when, at Mizpah, God delivered Israel from the Philistines at the time of 

Samuel (1 Samuel 7), the last two specifically remembering wartime victories and deliverance.  

In many of our towns and cities, too, there are memorials relating to war, and tomorrow many people will 

gather at those places to remember those who fell in past wars and give thanks for the legacy of peace 

they left us.   

As Christians we also – whether we join in with ANZAC Day activities or not – can, and should, give thanks 

to God for those who fought - and the many who were wounded or died - for the freedom and peace we 

enjoy in this country.  

But even more so for the sure knowledge that, while we are living in uncertain times where, in a number 

of places in this world, war is right now again being waged - and we are not at all certain that conflict will 

not also reach this country - our God is and remains in control of every world situation.  

And that, ultimately, our only comfort in life and death is not whether we live in times of war or peace, but 

that we belong to Jesus Christ, our faithful Saviour, who has fully paid for all my sins with his precious 

blood, and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil,  (Answer 1, Heidelberg Catechism).  

When Samuel erected a memorial stone between Mizpah and Shen, he named it Ebenezer, saying, “Thus 

far the Lord helped us.” 

As God’s people we, too, can echo those words and add to them those of another Catechism answer (28):  

“We can be patient in adversity, thankful in prosperity, and with a view to the future we can have a firm 

confidence in our faithful God and Father that no creature shall separate us from his love.” 

H.B. 

Lynette Pretorius 14 April 

Gerry Herft 17 April 

Lydia Oppermann 17 April 

Gina Herft 21 April 

Bram Vanderjagt 21 April 

Lourens Geldenhuys 22 April 



THE WORSHIP TEAM are looking for Singers and Instrumentalists to contribute to wor-

ship 

If this is something you feel you would like to become involved in, please give Mia or Hennie  van Wyk a 
call to discuss to see how you can become involved.   Phone:  Hennie 0420204538 

To help encourage our congregation to participate in our wonderful Music Ministry, we are opening the 
first Thursday of every month's practice session at 7.30pm to any member who would like to come and 
"jam" with our regular musicians/singers. So please come along if you want to try  some of our percussion 
instruments or, bring your own, we would even encourage you to have a go at singing if you like. Who 
knows you may even discover that you have a hidden talent.  



 

 

 

Our Church Camp has been booked for the weekend of September 9th – 11th 2022. 

You can check it out by going to the following website.   https://www.araluencamp.com.au/ 

 

As a church council we want to stress how important we think this church camp will be for building 
relationships within our church community - so you really don’t want to miss out on this opportuni-
ty! 

As a family united by Our Lord we need each other. 

The campsite has a range of different accommodation options available, some with double beds, 
some with bunk beds. We will allocate families to the rooms as best we can to make sure everyone 
is comfortable. All the food will be provided by the campsite which leaves us free to enjoy each oth-
er's company. 

The camp has a games room, beach volleyball court, a playground with trampoline for the little 
ones, sports oval and more. There will be relationship building activities places to have a catch-up 
coffee and we will also be having all our meals together.  

We want to make it as affordable for everyone as we can, and so we will be subsidising part of the 
camp cost.  

What do we need? 

1. Please come - This is about us being together as a Church family,  

2. Volunteers. - To help with planning. This will probably take 2 hours each month with a few hours 
extra here and there as needed. 

3: Sponsorship - Please pray about this, and if you feel God is calling you to contribute financially to 
the camp you can do so in one of two ways:  

Via the special fundraiser button on our website. Simply go to https://wpcrc.org.au/give and click 
on the “Give to Camp Fundraiser”. Enter your amount and details and you are all done.  

1. Make a bank transfer to the church bank account and put “Camp” as the reference. The bank de-
tails are as follows: BSB: 063 167 Acc: 1015 8356. 

As always, if you have any questions, please let me know either on 0423 889 913 or 
via pastor@wpcrc.org.au 

Blessings 

Chris P 

https://www.araluencamp.com.au/
https://wpcrc.org.au/give
mailto:pastor@wpcrc.org.au


Welcome 
 
We are pleased to announce the  Du Toit family have joined membership of our Church.  Please look 
out for Jacob and Christina and their children Conrad and Jana and make them feel welcome and at 
home. 
 
We say farewell to Gerry and Gina Herft who will be moving to South Australia and thank them for 
their contribution to the work and life of our congregation. 
 
Pastor Chris will be away on leave for a week and will then be away at Synod a week later for another 
week. We are therefore pleased to let you known and are thankful that the following preachers have 
made themselves available to preach while Chris is otherwise engaged. 
 
24th April - Rev. Harry Berends. 
1st May - Mr. Herman Linde. 
8th May - Pastor Isaac Overton. 

Saturday 28th May for a working Bee - more details to follow! 



PRAYER POINTS 

“Prayer delights God’s ear; it melts His heart; and opens His hand. God cannot deny a praying soul.” — 
Thomas Watson 

 s we go into the coming week let us daily pray that whatever we face we will face with our Lord and not 
allow fear to overwhelm us. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod 
and Your staff, they comfort me. (Psalm 23:4 NASB) 

 Give praise and thanks to God for his promise that every step we take he is there with us and will never 
allow us to face anything alone. 

 Please continue to pray for those of us struggling with age related illnesses whether physical, mental or 
emotional. 

 Please continue to bring before the Lord those amongst us suffering from the effects of cancer, pray that 
the Lord will heal and fully restore those so affected. 

 Please pray for our children as they start school again this coming week, pray that they will have a strong 
term without unwanted interruptions and that both staff and students will be protected from illness. 

 Please pray for the church in our nation, pray that the events of Easter will give fresh impetus to reaching 
out with the gospel. 

 Continue to pray for all those affected by the recent floods, pray that many will find comfort and strength 
in God. 

 Continue to pray for the situation in Ukraine, pray that the Lord will bring about a mighty miracle and bring 
an end to that terrible conflict. 

 Give thanks to God our Father for his people in Pakistan. A Pakistani teenager has reportedly led his entire 
tribe to embrace Jesus, a remarkable story shared this week by Mission News Network (MNN). A 17-year-
old going by the pseudonym “Rehan” for security reasons was working as a waiter when he met Safdar, a 
truck driver and partner with a missions group called FMI. Safdar gave Rehan an audio Bible after they met, 
and the teen listened. Then, he started meeting with Safdar to talk about God and the Bible. Soon, he be-
came a Christian and was baptized, according to MNN. But that’s hardly the end of the story. Rehan soon 
shared the Gospel message with his family and community members. Considering the sweeping and in-
tense persecution Christians face in Pakistan, these actions were dangerous and, without a doubt, coura-
geous. 

At first, Rehan’s parents, who were receptive to the Gospel, were scared. But he reportedly forged on. A 
man named Nehemiah, who works for FMI, explained that Rehan wasn’t dissuaded. He invited missionaries 
to minister to his tribe and share the Gospel, and the results were incredible. Rehan’s 60-person tribe re-
portedly stopped participating in Muslim prayer and turned toward Jesus. “One evening, he gathered all 
the tribe’s members under one big tent. First, Rehan showed a movie about Jesus,” Nehemiah told MNN. 
“Then, an FMI partner shared a 15-minute devotion about new hope in Christ. That day, a 17-year-old boy 
led his whole tribe to the Lord Jesus Christ.” Now, the missions groups ask for prayer for this tribe and oth-
ers in the region. This story is especially remarkable, considering the hostile arena in which Rehan boldly 
shared the Gospel. 
As Open Doors USA’s “2022 World Watch List” notes, Pakistan is one of the most dangerous countries in 



the world to be a Christian. The nation ranks eighth on the list, with Islamic oppression serving as the prima-
ry form of persecution. “In Pakistan, Christians are considered second-class citizens and are discriminated 
against in every aspect of life,” Open Doors reported. “Church leaders can be arrested if they don’t abide by 
the authorities’ wishes. These arrests act as warnings to the Christian minority and intimidates them fur-
ther.” As Faithwire previously reported, there are horrific examples of mistreatment and abuse, including a 
teenager who was abducted, forcibly converted to Islam, and forced to have numerous abortions. A Christian 
nurse also reported facing abuse after disagreeing with a Muslim co-worker. These two stories only scratch 
the surface of what has unfolded within Pakistan. 
Source: Faithwire 
  

Week 2 prayer list for the upcoming elections. Preparing for Righteousness in Government. 

Day 1 – Monday 25 April 
God’s Righteousness – Cry out to God for His righteousness, just nature, and rulership to be established in 
Australia through the Government we elect, as it is in heaven. 
Scripture – Psalm 33:5; Psalm 36:6; Psalm 45:7; Psalm 71:19; Psalm 85:13; Psalm 89:14; Psalm 145:17; Jere-
miah 9:24; Acts 17:31 

Day 2 – Tuesday 26 April 
Australia’s Unrighteousness – In the light of His perfect righteousness let us acknowledge our sin and fail-
ures as His people to pray for, and represent Him to, our nation.  In repentance and humility let us cry out for 
His mercy to be extended to ourselves and our nation through the outcome of this election. 
Scripture – 1 Peter 4:17; Daniel 9:4-19; 1 John 1:9 

Day 3 – Wednesday 27 April 
Our Righteousness before God – Let us approach His throne of grace with confidence concerning these elec-
tions, to pray that our nation will receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.  Pray that the 
Church in Australia will be like Esther and find favour and approval with our King so that He will hear and an-
swer our prayers.  Pray that God would give His Church the prayers of Jesus so that we pray in righteousness, 
unity, and maturity. 
Scripture – Corinthians 1:30; Romans 10:10a; Esther 2:17; Esther 7:2; Hebrews 5:13-14 

Day 4 – Thursday 28 April 
God’s Promise of Righteousness for our Nation – Pray for righteousness to come forth from the Federal 
elections.  Pray that Australia would be known and respected in the forums of the world as a nation of right-
eousness and integrity, holding to and doing what is right regardless of internal or external pressures and 
short-term expediency.  Pray for a government we can trust to conduct our affairs righteously in every area 
of power. 
Scripture – Proverbs 14:34; Isaiah 26:2,9; Psalm 75:10; Isaiah 28:17; Isaiah 32:17; Malachi 4:2-3; Psalm 125:3 

Day 5 – Friday 29 April 
Righteousness in the Election Campaign – Let us pray that this election campaign, however strongly contest-
ed, will be conducted with righteousness, decency and respect.  Pray His Kingdom come His will be done in 
this election.  Pray that He will expose to the eyes of the nation any hidden, ruthless, unscrupulous, unright-
eous motives of parties and candidates.  Pray the electors see and take to heart what is right, honourable, 
just and true and let it prevail in the voting on election day.  Pray that righteousness and truth rather than 
sensationalism will prevail in all reporting in the media. 
Scripture – Matthew 6:33; Romans 14:17-18; Amos 5:24; Psalm 85:13; Luke 12:2-3; Philippians 4:8; Psalm 
85:13 

Day 6 – Saturday 30 April 
The Election of Righteous Candidates – In prayer, call forth from each electorate into the Federal Parlia-



ment, those who will represent us in righteousness and will be open to the influence of His Holy Spirit. 
Scripture – Psalm 112:4-10; Isaiah 64:4-5a; 1 John 3:7-10; Psalm 34:15; Psalm 37:29 

Day 7 – Sunday 1 May 
Pray for a Prime Minister and Government that would lead our Nation in Righteousness – Pray in faith for 
a Prime Minister who will be an instrument of true righteousness in His hands.   Pray for the election of a 
Government that will be under His authority so that Australia can fulfil, in every way, the calling He has for 
us.  Pray that whoever is elected Prime Minister will lead Australia under His Lordship and authority and 
with His wisdom into paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. 
Scripture – Psalm 18:20; Proverbs 14:34; Proverbs 16:7; Proverbs 21:1; Proverbs 25:5; Psalm 11:3; Hosea 
10:12; Psalm 85:9-13; Jeremiah 29:11-14a 



To register, and for further information on this and forthcoming workshops, go to 

How-To: Skills for Everyday Ministry - Reformed Theological College (rtc.edu.au)  

https://rtc.edu.au/how-to/




Our thanks go to all who made last Friday’s service a moving and memorable occasion. 

Our next Sunday worship and prayer service will be 

held next Sunday May 1 at 7 pm  



The following was published in a newsletter from April 2009 

Some more ‘Signs of the Times’. 



 
 

Wednesday Nights (Online) 
Contact: Chris Pretorius 
pastor@wpcrc.org.au 

0423 889 913 
 

Thursday Mornings (In person) 
Contact: Wendy Harrison 

wendy@tagroofing.com.au 
0407 801 630 

 
Friday Nights Parent Group (In person) 

Contact: Neil Bester 
neil_bester@yahoo.com 

0429 569 149  
and Martin Van der Merwe 

martin.vandermerwe@bigpond.com 
0458 908 148  

                                                      GROWTH GROUPS 

We have a number of growth groups in our church, please contact the person listed below to 
connect to one.   We have a few specific groups (noted below) as well as some general groups. 

Monday Nights (currently online) 
Contact Peter Williams 

pw4@live.com.au 
0431 500 006 

 
Monday Nights (online) 

Contact Lynette Pretorius 
pretorius.lynette@gmail.com 

0423 889 912 
 
  

Wednesday Nights 
(Young Adults, hybrid in person and online) 

Contact: Kasha Schubert 
kasha.schubert@hotmail.com 

0450 012 177 

  
  

Wednesday Nights (In person) 
Contact: Adri Bennie 

physio.pretorius@gmail.com 
0425 727 949 

PASTORAL CARE TEAM 

Most of our pastoral care takes place within our growth groups, but we also have a dedicated pastoral 
care team to supplement this. If you would like to be visited, please feel free to contact any of our pas-
toral care team  

Chris Pretorius 

0423 889 913 

 

Peter Williams  

0431 500 006 
 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 148  
 

Michelle Organtzoglou  

0488 777 517 
 

Harry Berends 

0421 302 418  
 

Herman Linde 

0411 069  808 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 

 

Kasha Schubert  

0450 012 177 
 

 

Lynette Pretorius 

0423 889 912 
 

 

Joy Van Veen 

0409 199 840 
 

Ina Du Plessis 

0425 833 596 

https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=e67cfce6-f8e1-44ad-b6cc-509b313d4a4c
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=0ba9f6f2-3946-48a1-83d7-0c40749f74ff
mailto:neil_bester@yahoo.com
mailto:martin.vandermerwe@bigpond.com
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=81c08fc4-cb0f-4079-8abc-a689788110ac
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=aac7a2b9-a49a-11e6-bd2b-0219ad55c99b
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=3e8fad87-18b1-44b9-bcb6-4dcd56f36747
mailto:physio.pretorius@gmail.com


CONNECT WITH US 

 

 

Newsletter Editors 

newsletter@wpcrc.org.au 

Enè Crous 

0450 211 133 

 

Harry Berends 

0421 302 418  

 

 

Treasurer 

Nelleke Arnold 

treasurer@wpcrc.org.au 

0448 469 569 

 

Child Safe Coordinator 

Michelle Organtzoglou 

0488 777 517 

 

 

Prayer Ministry 

prayer@wpcrc.org.au  

Herman Linde 

0411 069 808 

 

 

Music Ministry 

Mia Van Wyk 

0420 817 800 

 

 

Sunday School Coordinator 

Sarah Pretorius 

0409 221 277  

 

 

Audio Visual 

Cassie Van Veen 

0499 230 872 

 

 

Kids Hope Coordinator 

Dale Reed 

0412 216 300  

 

 

CAP Money Course 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 14 

 

Pastor 

Chris Pretorius 

0423 889 913 

pastor@wpcrc.org.au 

 

Youth Pastor 

Position vacant 
 

Chairman and Worship Services 

Peter Williams  

0431 500 006 
 

Finance 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 148  

 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 
 

Growth Groups 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 148  

 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 
 

 

Harry Berends 

0421 302 418  

KEY CONTACT DETAILS 

ELDERS DEACONS MINISTRY LEADERS 

ADMINISTRATION 

Joy Van Veen 

0409 199 840 

 

Sandra Stork 

0418 592 206  

 

Lizet Kritzinger  

0405 762 190  

 

Dale Reed  

0412 216 300  

 

 

If you would like someone from church to connect with you, please fill in this page, tear it off and put it in the 

offering bag.  

Your name:         Contact number: 

Contact email: 

Notes: 

ADMINISTRATION 

Session Clerk & Church  

Administrator  

Michelle Organtzoglou 

0488 777 517 

clerk@wpcrc.org.au   

admin@wpcrc.org.au 

mailto:prayer@wpcrc.org.au

