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GATHERING MUSIC     “Prelude and Fugue in C Major, BWV 553”    Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE            “Resurrection Song”          Brian Glyncannon 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
By our baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ, God raises us up to new life. Let us 
confess to God our sins and all that waits for resurrection in our lives. 
Amen. 
 
God of grace and glory, 
You have brought us through the night of sin into the light of Jesus’ resurrection. Yet our 
lives are still shadowed by sin. Make us alive in Christ, O God. Make us new as you make 
all things new. Rescue us from evil and the gloom of sin, renew us in grace, and restore 
us to living in your holiness, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
Rejoice with all creation around God’s throne! The light of the risen Christ puts to flight all evil 
deeds, washes away sin, restores innocence to the fallen, casts out hate, brings peace, and 
humbles earthly pride. God is merciful and gracious, granting forgiveness through Jesus Christ 
to all who confess their sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the  name of the  

Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!  
 

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and 
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side. 
 

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex. 
 

Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side. 
 

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by 
the stairwell. 
 

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Men’s  
Sunday school classroom.  Any usher will be glad to direct you. 
 

Sunday school classes are provided for 18 month olds through adults. 
 

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex. Ushers are also  
available to assist you. 



3 

GATHERING HYMN      “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!”           ELW 369 
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GREETING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you always. 
And also with you.  
 
KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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THE SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

(We Sit) 
 

FIRST READING           Acts 5:27-32  
 
27

When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The high priest 
questioned them, 

28
saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you 

have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on 
us.” 

29
But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human  

authority. 
30

The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on 
a tree. 

31
God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance 

to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 
32

And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy 
Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALMODY                 Psalm 118:14-29  

14
The Lord is my strength | and my song, 

 and has become | my salvation. 
15

Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous: 
 “The right hand of the | Lord acts valiantly! 
16

The right hand of the Lord| is exalted! 
 The right hand of the | Lord acts valiantly!” 
17

I shall not | die, but live, 
 and declare the works | of the Lord. R 
18

The Lord indeed pun- | ished me sorely, 
 but did not hand me o- | ver to death. 
19

Open for me the | gates of righteousness; 
 I will enter them and give thanks | to the Lord. 
20

“This is the gate | of the Lord; 
 here the righ- | teous may enter.” 
21

I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me 
 and you have become | my salvation. R 
22

The stone that the build- | ers rejected 
 has become the chief | cornerstone. 
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23
By the Lord has | this been done; 

 it is marvelous | in our eyes. 
24

This is the day that the | Lord has made; 
 let us rejoice and be | glad in it. 
25

Hosanna! | O Lord, save us! 
 We pray to you, Lord, pros- | per our days! R 
26

Blessed is the one who comes in the name | of the Lord; 
 we bless you from the house | of the Lord. 
27The Lord is God and has giv- | en us light. 
 Form a procession with branches up to the corners | of the altar. 
28

You are my God, and | I will thank you; 
 you are my God, and I | will exalt you. 
29

Give thanks to the Lord, for the | Lord is good; 
 God’s mercy en- | dures forever. R 
 
SECOND READING                 Revelation 1:4-8  
 
4
John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who 

was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 
5
and from Jesus 

Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To 
him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 

6
and made us to be a kingdom, 

priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
7Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and 
on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. 

8
“I am the Alpha and the 

Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
(We Stand) 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL        John 20:19-31 
 
The holy gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
19

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 

20
After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 

disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 

22
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said 

to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23

If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
  

24
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 
25

So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I 
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.” 
  

26
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 

the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27

Then 
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 
my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 

28
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29
Jesus 

said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.” 
  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book. 

31
But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 

Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

(We Sit) 
 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON         Pastor Dennis 
 
 
SERMON          Pastor Dennis 
 
 

(We Stand) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY           "We Walk By Faith”            ELW 635 

 
THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the  
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and  
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

(We Sit) 
 

OFFERING 
At this time in the service we pause to reflect on all the gifts that God has given us.  God calls us to be  
generous stewards of those gifts for the sake of our ministry near and far.  You can support our ministry by 
putting your offering in the offering plate, mailing your offering to the church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or 
through the Givelify app.  If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please contact our Parish 
Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562. 

 
Anthem             “Antiphonal Alleluia”     G. Alan Smith 

 

He is risen! Christ is arisen! Sing alleluia, sing alleluia! 
Tell the world that Christ is arisen! Sing alleluia, sing alleluia! 

 

Alleluia, Praise the Lord! He is risen! Christ is arisen! Sing alleluia, sing alleluia!  
 

Alleluia! He is risen from the dead! 
 

He is risen! Christ is arisen! Sing alleluia, sing alleluia! Tell the world that Christ is arisen! 
 

(We Stand) 
 

OFFERTORY                  ELW 184 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

THE PREFACE 
 

THE SANCTUS 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

(We Sit) 
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THE AGNUS DEI 

 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

C hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning 
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to  

remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable 
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each 
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

 
The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.   

The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack. 
 
Communion Hymn    “Let Us Break Bread Together”            LBW 212 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
May God, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, who has brought us from death to life, fill 
you with great joy and bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG           “Thine Is the Glory”            ELW 376 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace to share the good news that Christ is Risen! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  

 
POSTLUDE               “And Can It Be?     Arr. Tim Doran  
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Sunday, April 24, 2022 
Second Sunday of Easter 
 
Can I Get a Witness? 
The texts for today explore what it means to be a witness: the power of 
seeing and experiencing the resurrection firsthand. For those of us who 
weren’t there in person to witness Christ’s death, resurrection, and  
ascension, a question persists: How do we give witness? How have we 
experienced Easter firsthand? What do we need to see, to touch, to hear 
in order to believe? 
 
The witness given in our readings today is extraordinary. “Doubting” 
Thomas comes up with one of the most powerful, concise creeds in all 
of scripture: “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). Peter and the  
apostles affirm their belief in Christ at great risk to themselves and 
their families. The Spirit is at work, giving ordinary, doubting people 
extraordinary boldness to declare the core beliefs of Christian faith. 
God works in surprising ways, through unexpected people, to share the 
good news of Easter. With the Spirit’s help, we can give witness too. 
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The Readings on This Day 
 
Second Sunday of Easter 
The church keeps Easter for eight Sundays. Early Christians referred to  
Sunday as the eighth day, as if the extraordinary day of the resurrection 
could not fit within the normal week of seven days. The resurrection begins 
a new recording of time. The fifty days culminates at Pentecost. Each Sunday, 
individually and communally, we meet the risen Christ in word and  
sacrament. 
 
John 20:19-31 
The church continues the pattern alluded to in John’s gospel, of assembling 
on the first day of the week to receive the Spirit of the cross and resurrection 
and to exchange the peace of Christ. As we expect of John, the narrative in 
chapter 20 testifies to the identity of Christ as Lord and God. For Christians, 
to touch Christ is to touch God, and we do this in the flesh of our neighbor’s 
hand at the peace and with the bread of Christ in our palm at communion. 
 
Acts 5:27-32 
Throughout the Sundays of the fifty days of Easter, passages from Acts  
proclaim the ongoing power of Christ’s resurrection, which is not a single 
day’s event, but is the continuing power of God in the believing community. 
In this excerpt, the believers continue the ministry of Christ by testifying 
publicly to his death and resurrection with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Revelation 1:4-8 
During the fifty days of Easter in year C, the second readings are exultant 
passages from the book of Revelation. It is as if in the resurrection of Christ, 
we all are already gathered around the heavenly throne with all the saints 
and angels to praise the victory of the Lamb. Yet at the same time, we look 
forward to the end of time, when the agonies described in Revelation will be 
no more, for believers will follow Christ to be born again from the dead. This 
creedal excerpt sets the stage for the subsequent six selections. 
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God and in honor of our 51st Wedding  
Anniversary today by Jane and Bill Kennedy. 
 
 
 
 
SERVING TODAY: 
Ushers: (8:30) Reuben Eargle, Sandy Shealy, Ron Redd, Steve Fowler, Jim Nantz,  
  Daryl Hooker, and Adam Tworzyanski; 
 (11:00) Otis Rawl, Gregg Mills, Hunter Mills, Connor Mills, G Kolb, Mike Burgess,  
  Myra Strock, Manning Burgess, and Roy Windham  
Readers: (8:30) Jim Nantz; (11:00) Johnnie Peechatka 
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Jane Kennedy; (11:00) Myra Strock 
Order of St. Stephen’s:  (8:30)  [A] Jaime Wessinger [C] Selena Magni; 
   (11:00)  [A] Susannah Howell [C] Abby Burnett 
 
 
 
 
The Church Staff                       Crisis Care Line: 808-6471              Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life 
Mrs. Denise Ellis, Music Director   Mrs. Juyeon Kim, Organist 
Mrs. Kimberly Peterson, Preschool Director Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 

The Rev. Dr. Dennis Bolton, Pastor for Welcome and Visitation 
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 
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