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Halleluiah. Christ is risen! This day is filled with joy and shouts of Alleluia. But do you not find it 

a little hard to believe that Jesus actually died and then rose again? After all, we are intelligent 

people. Some of us may have studied science and know that we can make a hypothesis but 

there needs to be proof. 

 

Well, if you do find yourself having some doubts about the reality of the resurrection, you are in 

very good company. Luke tells us Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the 

other women with them, went to the tomb to prepare the body with spices. They fully 

expected to see the body of Jesus laid out in the tomb. Luke tells us they “were perplexed” 

when they did not find the body. While they were perplexing, suddenly two men in dazzling 

clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but 

the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has 

risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be 

handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again."  Then they 

remembered his words”. These women who had travelled with Jesus still assumed he would be 

in the tomb. 

 

These women then went and told the 11 disciples. And the others with them. Luke tells us “But 

these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them” in our translation. But 

the reality is, the disciples and the others thought the women were crazy, had lost their minds. 

That’s actually a fairly generous translation of the Greek work leros. That word, you see, is the 

root of our word “delirious.” So in short, they thought what the women said was crazy, nuts, 

utter nonsense.  After all, two things are certain in life, death and taxes. They had seen Jesus 

die. They were either there or had heard from reliable sources that Jesus had not only died but 

a soldier had stabbed Him in the side just to make sure. There was no doubt that Jesus had well 

and truly been killed.  So these women must be bonkers. But Peter at least, goes to check it out. 

And low and behold, he finds that Jesus is gone.  

 

And he goes home amazed. Amazed. The man who loved Jesus was amazed. The man who 

Jesus trusted and the man who heard Jesus say on at least three occasions that He would die 

and rise again, this man was amazed. 

 

In the other Gospels, we hear slightly different takes on the story but all have the one thing in 

common. No one expects Jesus to actually rise from the dead. Everyone expects to find the 
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body where they left it. Everyone expects this to be a day like all others where the natural order 

of things take place. 

 

But SURPRISE!  Jesus is not there. Even today, two thousand years later, we are still amazed like 

Peter and we still have doubts just like the women and the twelve. And, quite frankly, who can 

blame them? I mean, resurrection isn’t simply a claim that Jesus’ body was resuscitated; it’s the 

claim that God entered the stage of human history in order to create an entirely new reality all 

together.  

 

We struggle to believe simply because we recognize the incredible scope and titanic 

implications of the biblical witness that when God raised Jesus from the dead God was creating 

a new reality; overthrowing death, sin, and all that would oppress us; and declaring once and 

for all that life is more powerful than death and love more enduring that tragedy. 

  

We often believe that perfect faith involves perfect understanding and perfect belief. But in the 

letter to the Hebrews we hear that faith “is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 

things not seen” (11:1). 

None of us were there when Mary found the tomb empty. None of us were around when Jesus 

was a man. We did not see the empty tomb. 

 

Faith in the resurrection came slowly to the disciples and it can come slowly to us. If you are not 

there yet, take a moment and think about what it would be like if it is true. If it is true, love is 

the ultimate answer. If it is true, we will see our loved ones again. If it is true, God can overrule 

the natural order. If it is true, our sins are forgiven and we can find true peace. 

 

Was the tomb empty? Doubt like the disciples but be like Peter. Look in and see. Take time to 

question. Study the scriptures and search your heart. I have and I believe that Christ has risen.  

Alleluia!  


