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His mother stands by, helpless. She is watching her son die. She knows this. She also knows that 

this is God’s will.  

 

Yet, it is not easy. She thinks of all the things he has done in his short life. She could think of the 

lives he has touched and will touch even after he dies but she does not.  She does think of all 

the things he could have done if he did not die. She will never see her son get married. She will 

never be called Grama by his children. 

 

She watches the pain and suffering he is enduring and feels completely helpless to do anything. 

She cries out to God, “Why now? Why MY son? How can I stop this?”  

 

And yet, she knows there is nothing she can do. God does know what he is doing. Her son has 

suffered enough. He must leave and go to where pain is no more.  

 

And so, she lets go. She too says, “Into your hands I commend his spirit”. And he goes. And she 

grieves.  She grieves as any mother would. Yet, she does not.  She grieves but also feels so very 

thankful. Thankful that she was given the time with her son, that she was the one to be his 

mother.  That she could be there to see how people loved him, learned from him, came to 

know God because of him. She grieves, but with the knowledge that she will see her son again. 

 

This is a story that is two thousand years old, the story of Mary watching Jesus on the cross.  

 

And yet, for me, it is also a story eleven years old. In June, 2005, I stood by while my son was 

taken from this world. He too was very young, a mere 21 years old.  I too watched helplessly 

while he died.  And I too know that I will see him again and I know that I will see Mary’s son 

Jesus. But also, I will meet Mary. And we will have so much to talk about. 

 

Any mother, probably any parent, who has had to watch their child die understands how hard it 

is. Our children are not meant to die before us. Yet, some do.  

 

But how would life have been different if Jesus had not? What if Christ had said, “No, I will not 

die. I will not give my life for the people, for their sins.” 

 

We do not have to think of that thank God. Christ said yes. Christ DID die for us. Christ did 

sacrifice Himself on the cross for us.  We can know that we are saved because He came and 

died for us. We can rejoice and know that He is King. 
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It is hard to rejoice though, when we think of Christ upon the cross. It is hard to think of 

rejoicing when we think of Mary watching her son die such a horrible death.  So, today is the 

day we feel the loss. Today is the day we recognize the pain and sadness.  

 

Today, we remember Christ’s death on the cross. Today we feel the pain and abandonment.  

But how many times in our life do we stop at that? How many times do we just feel pain and 

abandonment? How many times do we try to go it alone, do it ourselves? I could have stopped 

at the pain and loss of my son.   

 

Perhaps you are going through the loss of a loved one now. Or you are going through the stage 

of knowing that a loved one will be dying.  Or maybe you are grieving the loss of a job, a house, 

a friend who is moving away. We go through many different difficult times in our lives. Are we 

stopping at the cross?  Are we thinking of the pain and loss and not allowing God to help us see 

beyond it?  

 

There is a place for the pain and loss and grief. Each of us goes through it in our own way and in 

our own time. And yet, we know. We know that this is not the end. It did not end at the cross. 

Jesus did not leave us abandoned and alone. This was just a stage he had to go through. He had 

to die to save us from our sins.  His purpose in taking on human form was so that He could die.  

 

What an incredible role model. What an awesome example of whom God is. What a loving God 

that He would do this for us. He has shown us that He is not a distant God who leaves us to be 

alone in our life. We are not alone when trouble comes our way. God has been there and done 

that. God has taken on our human form and lived as one of us. God has died on the cross, a 

death that none of us is likely to experience. God has shown us that death is not the end, that 

pain and sorrow are not to be experienced on our own. God is present.  

 

What is important is that through the pain and grief we remember. We remember what Christ 

did for us. We remember that life does not stop at the cross. We, because of Christ, can look 

beyond the cross, the pain, the grief. We feel it and go through it, but then we look beyond and 

know that God is with us. That there is another side.  

 

And we will get beyond the pain. I will always feel the loss of my son. You will always feel the 

loss of someone who is important to you. We must remember that we will meet again. We as 

Christians will meet in the presence of the One who died for us on that cross two thousand 

years ago. Jesus did not leave us alone. We will meet Him in eternity.  
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But while we are here on earth, we have the Holy Spirit to guide us and be with us so we are 

never alone. All we have to do is remember the cross and turn to the One who has our lives in 

His hands. God will help us through our difficult times. We need to look beyond our personal 

cross, whatever that is right now. We need to see that God’s will can be done in our life if we 

just look to the risen Christ. Allow God to work in your life. Do not stop at the cross. Feel the 

pain of today, the pain of the cross but look beyond. Easter is coming. 


