
9 I shall walk before die Author of Life

in the lands of the living.

Matthew 28:8 So the women left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his 

disciples the news.9 Then all of a sudden Jesus met them and said, “Shalom!” And they came 
to him, took hold of his feet, and bowed down worshipping him.10 Then Jesus said to them, 

“Fear not; go and tell my sisters and brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus sent them. 

17 And when they saw him, they bowed down worshipping him; but some doubted. 18 Then 

Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have com

manded you. Now look, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

PROCLAMATION
Text Notes
In Acts 13:33-35, Paul cites Psalm 2:7 (note the psalms are known to be numbered 
while chapter and verse numbers would not be added for centuries), Isaiah 55:3, and 
Psalm 16:10 from the LXX. Paul is in synagogue addressing “Men of Israel, and oth
ers who fear God.” Women were not excluded from synagogue and would have also 
been present. “God-fearers” was often language for Gentile worshippers. Pauls lan
guage, “men” and “brothers,” excludes women and renders them invisible in this pas
sage. Are women to understand themselves included, or is Paul specifically addressing 
men exclusively, figuring they’ll pass the good news on to the women in their lives ? I 
read his language as customarily androcentric and patriarchal as the bulk of scripture 
and make women visible as appropriate.

In Matthew 28:8, the word translated as “authority” also means “power.” Inverse 
10 Jesus tells the women to tell his “siblings” to go to meet him in Galilee. That cer
tainly includes the eleven male disciples but not necessarily limited to them. At some 
point the eleven receive other more specific instructions to go to a particular moun

tain indicated by verse 16.

Preaching Prompts
In Acts 13, Paul tells the gospel story adding his own proof-texting exegesis of the 
Hebrew Scriptures to “prove” that Jesus, who was nothing like the warrior messiah 
many expected and some scriptures predicted, was nevertheless the fulfillment of the 
scriptures. Paul is demonstrating the flexibility of the scriptures for reinterpretation 
in every age; rereading them in light of Jesus yields tantalizing and suggestive read
ings, which now with full knowledge of the Jesus story seem specifically predictive.
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These are particularly Christian ways of reading the Hebrew Bible. It is important to 
remember that Jewish readings, even of passages considered messianic, do not always 
focus on a single individual. Sometimes the entire nation is the messianic figure, 
sometimes an individual or specific ruler, sometimes an unknown individual.

In Psalm 116:5 God’s love is articulated with the word whose root is “womb,” 
often unhelpfully translated as “merciful” or “compassion.”

The Gospel reading combines the resurrection appearances to the women, Mary 
Magdalene and the “other” Mary, and to the eleven remaining disciples. The women 
believe immediately and run with joy to tell the news. They are also afraid, perhaps 
of what this might mean, potentially more violence. The male disciples also bowed 
down before Jesus, but they do not yet believe. The story of the Church will soon 
become their story as they proclaim the resurrection they first doubted. It might be 
worthwhile to imagine the evangelism of the women, how the women and men they 
proclaimed the Good News to also became part of the new and expanding Church.

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 1:3-5, 12-14 (or Deuteronomy 5:1-10); Psalm 41:1-4,12-13; 

Romans 7:1-12; John 20:19-31

The Sundays of Easter traditionally have a choice of readings from the Hebrew Bible and 
Acts for the first lesson. This lectionary does so for Year W and offers passages from the 
Deuterocanonical/Apocryphal as alternate to selections from Acts in Years A, B, and C.

Acts 1:3 Jesus presented himself to the disciples, living, after his suffering through many 
convincing proofs, by appearing to them forty days and speaking about the reign of God. 
4 And staying with them, Jesus commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, rather to wait there 
for the promise of the Faithful One, “what you heard from me. 5 For John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from this one.”

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, 
a sabbath day’s journey away.13 And when they entered the city, they went upstairs to the room 
where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bar

tholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son ofjames. 
14 All these were persevering in prayer together with women, including Mary the mother of 
Jesus, as well as his [sisters and] brothers.

Deuteronomy 5:1 Now Moses called to all Israel, and said to them:

Hear, O Israel, the statutes and case laws that I am speaking in your ears this day: You 
all shall learn them and observe them faithfully. 2 The Ageless One our God engraved a 
covenant with us at Horeb.3 Not with our mothers and fathers did the Ever-Living God 
engrave this covenant, but with us, we who arc here today, all of us alive.4 Face to face did the
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Holy One of Old speak with you all at the mountain from the midst of the fire. 5 I was 
standing between the God Whose Name is Holy and you all at that time to declare to you 

the words of the Holy God, for you all were afraid because of the fire and did not ascend the 

mountain. And God said:
61 am the Eternal One your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 

the house of slavery.7 You shall have no other gods before me.
8 You shall not make for yourself a sculpted image in the form of anything that is in the 

heavens above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water below the earth.9 You 
shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Creator of All, your God, am a 
jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and fourth generation 
of those who hate me,10 but showing faithful love to the thousandth generation of those who 

love me and keep my commandments.

Psalm 41:1-4,12-13
1 Happy is the woman who has understanding of the poor;

the Faithful One delivers her in a day bringing evil.
2 The Sheltering God protects her and keeps her alive;

she is called happy in the land.
You will not hand her over to the desire of her enemies.

3 The Compassionate God sustains her on her sickbed;
her every bedridden infirmity, you shall heal.

4 Now I, I said, “Merciful God, be gracious to me;
heal my soul, for I have sinned against you.”

12 Yet even me, because of my integrity, you have upheld me,
and set me in your presence forever.

13 Blessed be the Fire of Sinai, the God of Israel,

from everlasting to everlasting.

Amen and Amen.

Romans 7:1 Look, do you not know sisters and brothers—it is to those who know the 
law that I speak—that the law is binding on a woman or man only while that person lives? 
2 Therefore a married woman, while the husband lives, is bound by law; but if the husband 
dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband.3 So then, if the husband is alive, she 
would be called an adulteress if she became another man’s. But if the husband dies, she is free 

from that law, and she is not an adulteress if she becomes another mans.
4 Just so, my friends, you have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you all 

may belong to another, to the one who from the dead has been raised in order that we may 
bear fruit for God.5 While we were in the flesh, our sinful passions as a result of the law were 
at work in our members to bear fruit for death.6 But now we are released from the law, dead to 

that which held us, so that we are slaves in the newness of the Spirit, not under the old letter.
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7 What then should we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet, if it were not for the 
law, I would not have known sin. I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not 
said, “You shall not covet.” 8 Yet seizing an opportunity in the commandment, sin produced 
in me all kinds of covetousness. Apart from the law sin is dead.9 Now, I was at one time alive 

apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived 10 and I died. And the 
commandment that was to be life was found to be death to me.11 For sin, seizing an opportu
nity in the commandment, deceived me and through it ki lled me.12 So the law is holy, and the 
commandment is holy and just and good.

John 20:19 When it was evening on that day, the first of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples were closed for fear of the Judeans, Jesus came and stood in their 
midst and said to them, “Peace be with you all.” 20 And having said this, Jesus showed them 

his hands and his side, and then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Messiah.21 Jesus 
said to them again, “Peace be with you all, just as the Living God has sent me, so I send you 
all.” 22 When Jesus had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit; 23 if you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.”

24 But Thomas, one of the twelve who was called Didymus (the Twin) was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Messiah.” But he said 
to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the 
nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

26 And within eight days his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Jesus came, though the doors were shut, and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you all.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands. Bring 

your hand and put it in my side and do not doubt, rather believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, 

saying, “My Savior and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Was it because you have seen me that 
you believed? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.”

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 

in this book.31 But these are written that you may come to believe Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

PROCLAMATION
Text Notes
In Acts 1:12 “a sabbaths day journey” indicates the amount of walking one could 
do on Sabbath; across time the distance has ranged from one-third to two-thirds 
of a mile with variables such as whether one is pasturing animals and whether one 
is still in a city (determined by how far apart are the houses). It is certainly possible 
that the sisters of Jesus were present with his male siblings in verse 14; the grammar 
allows for inclusion.
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In Deuteronomy 5:1 “case laws” is indebted to the CEB. The root of mishpatim 
is the root of a judge and her judgments and includes the sense of governance. The 
Hebrew idiom for covenant making is “to cut,” reflecting the practice of carving 
them in stone literally or symbolically; “engrave” captures the sentiment. The chap
ter begins addressing the people using plural forms, “you all”; verse 6 and following 
address a singular grammatically masculine subject: a representative adult, male, free, 
enslaving, heteronormatively married, parenting Israelite. The “house of slavery” 
(or “enslavement”) can also be translated “the house of slaves” or “enslaved persons.” 
Verse 7 can be translated as: You shall have no other gods in my face. “Generation” 
is missing from the MT in verses 9-10 but traditionally supplied from the LXX 
and the Peshitta. Some translations avoid the divine jealousy in verse 9 (JPS “impas
sioned,” Fox “zealous”); however, the biblical imagination supplied God with human 
characteristics, including male rage justifying violence against a female spouse. This 
language and its theological implications should not be glossed over. Also in verse 9, 
those who hate God are literally “my haters,” strong language softened to “rejecting” 

God in NRSV and JPS.
The contemplative subject of the psalm is a singular masculine subject that 

might be translated, “Happy is the man ...” or “Happy is the person . . .” Func
tionally, there is no reason this person cannot be a woman. While in other places I 
translate “woman or man” or “person,” here I use “woman” because women so often 
work with and are numbered among the poor. The last line of verse 2 is imperative: 
“you will not” or “do not” (hand over) which the LXX, Targum, and Peshitta read as 
“he [meaning God] will not hand over.” It is common for psalms to move between 
second and third person. The “desire” of the enemy (or “will” in NRSV, CEB, JPS, 

and KJV) is “soul.”
The primary language of marriage for women in Greek is subordinate, hypan- 

dros, “under + man,” see Romans 7:2. In verse 3 the married woman “becomes a 
man’s”; the expression lacks an object noun so other translations substitute verbs 
“lives with,” “marries,” etc. That “belonging” will be repeated with reference to Christ 
in the following verses using the same verb. In verse 8, “covetousness” includes physi
cal and sexual desire as well coveting possessions.

In verse 19 of the Gospel, I use “Judeans” because there is not a distinction 
between Jews and Christians in the setting of the text and because the language “the 
Jews”—emphasis on the indirect article—particularly on the lips of Christians has 

often presaged and preceded violence.

Preaching Prompts
“Christ is Risen” is still news, new news, good news, unimaginable news. In Acts and 
in the Gospel, Jesus visits his family and friends, comforting them, assuring them, 
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maintaining his pastoral role through earth-and-heaven-shaking momentous events. 
He breathes on them the breath of God, the Holy Spirit, strength and companion
ship for the journey ahead. Jesus is still confirming his resurrection, appearing to his 
disciples, not (merely) to cement a doctrine, but to comfort their hearts.

The lesson from Deuteronomy, which will continue in next weeks readings, 
emphasizes that the Church is just one of the ways God has gathered her people 
across time and that our foundation is a shared heritage. And while supercessionist 
readings abound, even in scripture, Pauls somewhat tortuous grammar and logic in 
Romans make the point that “the Law,” Jewish law, the Torah and commandments, 
are not to be disdained or demeaned and are in fact a continuing site of God’s revela
tion. There is no law/grace binary here.

In Acts 12:14 women and men who followed Jesus pray together, “persevering 
in” or “devote themselves to” prayer until Pentecost. Only Mary the mother of Jesus 
is named. The mention of Jesus’s siblings makes it possible that his sisters are there. 
All that is known of his sisters is that there is more than one and they came with his 
Mama to get him when they heard he was in trouble, see Matthew 13:56 and Mark 
6:3. Other likely candidates are the women who proclaimed his resurrection: Mary 
Magdalene, the “other” Mary (Matthew 28:1), Mary the mother of James (who may 
be the former), and Salome (Mark 16:1), Joanna and the unnamed women in Luke 
24:10, and perhaps women who followed and bankrolled Jesus like Susanna (Luke 
8:3). These women will be part of the Pentecost spectacle which Peter will explain in 
Acts 2:17 by quoting Joel 2:28 where “daughters and sons prophesy.”

This translation of Psalm 41 makes a strong claim that women are not only 
included in masculine language, but that they can be read as primary recipients of 
the promises of God on their own. This claim often stands against the witness of 
scripture to the treatment of women in its pages and the history of the world and the 
Church. If it is indeed a claim worth defending, that task falls to preachers and theo
logians and biblical scholars. When a woman is the singular subject of the psalm, the 
“will” or “desire of the enemy” becomes much more provocative.

Specific resurrection appearances to women are limited to the environs of the 
tomb and the first chapter of Acts. Anywhere his disciples are, as throughout John 
20, there are women, among the disciples and in the families and homes of the dis
ciples; some would be in both categories. In whose home were they meeting in John 
20:19? Who and where were the women of that household? Verse 30 offers space for 
speculation: “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 
not written in this book? Even with four sanctioned Gospels and scores of apocryphal 
ones, the half has never been told of the women who followed Jesus and his time with 
and teaching to them.
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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 1:6-8 (or Deuteronomy 5:11-22); Psalm 78:1-7; 

Romans 13:8-10; Matthew 22:23-33

Acts 1:6 When they [the disciples] came together, they asked Jesus, “Rabbi, is this the time 

when you will restore sovereignty to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times 
or seasons that the Creator has set through divine authority. 8 But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Deuteronomy 5:11 You shall not lift up the name of the Most High your God as though 
it were nothing, for the Dread God will not acquit anyone who treats God’s name as though 

it were nothing.
12 Observe the sabbath day and keep it holy, as the Holy One your God commanded 

you. 13 Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 14 Yet the seventh day is a sabbath to 
the Holy One your God; you shall not do any work—you, or your daughter or your son, 

or your female slave or your male slave, or your ox or your donkey, or any of your livestock, 
or the migrant in your towns, so that your female slave and your male slave may rest as you 

do. 15 Remember that a slave were you in the land of Egypt, and the Faithful One your 
God brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm; therefore, the 

Holy One your God commanded you to keep the sabbath day.
16 Honor your mother and your father, just as the Creator of All, your God, com

manded you, so that your days may be long and that it may go well with you in the land that 

the Faithful One your God is giving you.

17 You shall not murder. And:
18 You shall not commit adultery. And:
19 You shall not steal. And:
20 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. And:
21 You shall not covet your neighbor s wife. And:

You shall not desire your neighbors house, or field, or female slave or male slave, or ox, or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
22 These words the Fire of Sinai spoke to your whole assembly at the mountain from 

the midst of the fire, the cloud, and the thick darkness; a great voice and added no more. God 

wrote them on two tablets of stone and gave them to me.

Psa/m 78:1-7
1 Give ear, my people, to my teaching;

incline your ear to the utterances of my mouth.
2 I will open my mouth in a proverb;

I will utter riddles from of old.
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3 Which we have heard and known,
and which our mothers and fathers have told us.

4 We will not hide them from their daughters and sons;
we will recount to generations to come

the praiseworthy deeds of She Who Speaks Life,

and her might and the wonderful works she has done.
5 She gave her decrees for Rebekahs descendants

and placed teaching among Sarahs offspring,

which she commanded their mothers and fathers
to make known to their daughters and sons.

6 In order that a coming generation, children yet to be, might know, 
and will rise up and tell their daughters and sons.

7 Then they will put their confidence in God,

and not forget the works of God, but will keep her commandments.

Romans 13:8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “ You shall not commit adultery; You shall  
not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet” and any other commandment are summed 

up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor; there
fore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

Matthew 22:23 The same day [that Jesus taught about taxes] some Sadducees came to him, 
saying there is no resurrection; and they questioned him, saying,24 “Teacher, Moses said, ‘If a 
man dies without having children, his brother shall marry the [widow] woman, and raise up 
offspring for his brother.’25 Now there were seven brothers among us; the first married, and 
without having offspring, leaving the woman to his brother. 2° The same for the second, and 
the third, to the seventh.27 After everything the woman died.28 In the resurrection, then, for 
which of the seven will she be wife ? For they all had her.”

29 Jesus answered them, “You all are wrong, because you know neither the scriptures nor 
the power of God. 30 For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, 
rather they are like angels in heaven. 31 And about the resurrection of the dead, have you all 

not read what was said to you by God,32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob’? God is God not of the dead, but of the living.”33 And when the crowd heard it, 
they were astounded at his teaching.

PROCLAMATION
Text Notes
Acts 1 begins by summarizing Jesus’s ministry in Luke through instructions given to 
the apostles in verses 1-3. In the following verses the “they” and “them” seem to refer 
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to a larger group than the disciples which becomes clear by verse 14, setting the stage 
for Pentecost in chapter 2.

Deuteronomy 5:11 is difficult to translate sensibly. Most literally it is an instruc
tion not  to “lif t” the divine Name as usheva, a vowel substitute enabling vowel-less con
sonants and syllables to be pronounced (in the same way as a zero is a numeric place 
holder). So, do not treat Gods name like that, as though it were nothing, an “empty” 
thing—following Fox’s “emptiness.” In verse 14, the “migrant,” “stranger,” “sojourner,” or 
“resident alien” is “yours” as is every other person and piece of property in the verse; they 
are not just in your town but part of you and your community. The “thou shalt nots,” 
verses 17-21, begin with “and” as do the vast majority of sentences in biblical Hebrew; 
its omission erodes the cumulative sense of the commandments. However, beginning 
the sentence with “and” may read as a vocal tic. The single difference between the cor
pora of the Ten Commandments in Exodus and Deuteronomy is the double use of the 
verb “to covet” in Exodus 20:14 and the use of “covet” followed by “desire” in Deuter
onomy 5:21. This “desire” is the same as the “craving” for meat in Numbers 11:4.

Romans 13:9 quotes the Decalogue in Exodus 20:13-15,17 and Deuteronomy 
5:17-19, 21 and secondarily, Leviticus 19:18. Kakon in verse 10 has a range that 
includes “evil,” bad,” “harm,” and “wrong.”

The Sadducees cite Deuteronomy 25:5 in Matthew 22:24.

Preaching Prompts
In spite of the significant presence of women among Jesus’s disciples in Luke, the 
companion to Acts, particularly at his crucifixion and resurrection, the minimiza
tion of women in Acts is surprising and disheartening. Are we to imagine that none 
of the women from Luke except the Blessed Mother continued with the disciples? 
The disappearance of women whose names are preserved and appear repeatedly, like 
Joanna and Mary the mother of James, is perplexing and the absence of Mary Mag
dalene, astonishing. That the women who uprooted their lives to follow and support 
Jesus out of their own means, and in some cases were eyewitnesses to his resurrec
tion, would not make this last trip does not seem credible. In spite of the minimal 
acknowledgment of women among the disciples and new believers, I read both the 
disciples and crowds as inclusive even when Peter or Paul address the “men of Israel” 
(see Acts 2:22,29:3:12; 5:35; 13:16; 21:28).

Deuteronomy 5 marks the rare place where women and children saw the mani
festation of God along with Moses and the men. Should the liberated have included 
eunuchs, there would also have been those who did not fit neatly in the binary frame
work gazing at God veiled in smoke and fire.

Psalm 78 offers such a transgenerational reading, through these women and men 
and their children and descendants, God builds families, communities, and peoples, 
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all the family of God. In this family, as in many on a much smaller scale, there are 
divisions and hostilities, enmities and ruptures that also cross generational lines and 
lineages and trouble the relationship between God and humanity.

“Marrying and being given in marriage” in verse 30 of the Gospel is framed with 
women as passive if not as objects. While their voices are missing, what might the 
end of such marriages and those endured by their foremothers have meant to them? 
Might that not be good news?

As Eastertide readings, these texts invite us to consider our communities and 
their structures. Is the Church today a continually unfolding “new thing” with aston
ishing liberty, or is it a continuation of the biases and hierarchies of our ancestors ?

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 2:22-24; Deuteronomy 18:15-22; Psalm 9:9-14; 

2 Corinthians 4:7-12; Luke 7:18-23

Acts 2:22 [Peter said,] “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus ofNazareth, a man attested by 
God in your midst with deeds of power, marvels, and miracles that God did through him among 
you, as you yourselves know: 23 This man, through the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, 
betrayed by the hands of the lawless, you all crucified and killed.24 He who God raised up freed 
from the birth-pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held in its power.”

Deuteronomy 18:15 A prophet from among you, from your own kin, like me, shall the 
Majestic One your God raise up for you; you all shall heed such a prophet. 16 This is 
according to everythingyou asked of the Mighty One your God at Horeb on the day of the 
assembly when you said: “Not again, to hear the voice of the Holy One of Old, my God, 

or this great fire see again, lest I die.” 17 Then the Holy One said to me: “They have done 
well in what they said. 18 A prophet I shall raise up for them from among their own kin, like 

you, and I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything 

that I command.19 And it shall be that anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet 
shall speak in my name, I shall attend to them.20 But a prophet who presumes to speak in my 

name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak, or who speaks in the name of 
other gods, that prophet shall surely die.” 21 Should you say within your heart, “How can we 
recognize a word that the Most High has not spoken?” 22 If a prophet speaks in the name 
of the Wisdom of the Ages but the thing does not happen or come about, it is a word that 
the One God has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; do not fear it.

Psalm 9:9-14
9 She Who is Faithful is a stronghold for the oppressed, 

a stronghold in times of trouble.
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10 They trust you, they who know your name,
for you do not forsake those who seek you Redeeming God.

11 Sing praises to the Holy One enthroned in Zion.
Declare her deeds among the peoples.

13 Be gracious to me, GRACIOUS One.
See what I suffer from those who hate me.
You lift me up from the gates of death,

14 so that I may recount all your praises,
and in the gates of Daughter Zion,

rejoice in your salvation.

2 Corinthians 4:7 Now we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that this supreme power 
is Gods and not of us.8 In everyway are we oppressed, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in 
despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; knocked down, but not destroyed; 10 always bearing 
forth in the body the death of Jesus, in order that the life of Jesus might also be revealed in our 
bodies. 11 Always, for as long as we live, we are being given up to death for the sake of Jesus, 
so that the life of Jesus may be revealed in our mortal flesh.12 Thus death is at work in us, but 

life in you all.

Luke 7:18 Now, the disciples of John brought news of all these things [that Jesus raised a 
person from the dead] to John. And John called two in particular among his disciples.19 He 
sent them to the Messiah to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 

another?” 20 When the disciples had come to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptizer has sent 
us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or arc we to wait for another?’”21 By that 
time Jesus had cured many people of diseases, plagues, and evil spirits, and to many blind 

persons he gave sight. 22 So Jesus answered them, “Go and take this news to John, what you 

have seen and heard:

those who were blind receive sight,
those who were lame walk,
those who were diseased-in-skin are cleansed,

those who were deaf hear,
those who were dead are raised,
those who are poor have good news proclaimed to them.

23 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

PROCLAMATION
Text Notes
The lines of Peter’s speech in Acts 2 do not fall easily into complete sentences. I have 
not forced them. Their form suggests an emotional passionate delivery.
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My translation of Deuteronomy 18:22 is influenced by Everett Fox, expanding 
the Hebrew “if the word is not or does not come” to “does not happen or come about.” 

“Bearing forth” in 2 Corinthians 4:10 has the sense of carrying something 
around and displaying it. Also, in verses 10 and 11, “be revealed,” phanerdthe, evokes 
an epiphany with its shared root.

Jesus’s response to John’s disciples in Luke 7:22 is a series of paired words with 
the occasional conjunction, lacking even direct objects:

blind receive-sight,

lame walk,

lepers clean,

and deaf hear,

dead raised,

poor good-news-proclaimed.

The translator must supply the connective tissue of grammar and syntax. These 
word pairs suggest a highly performative delivery like spoken word poetry, rap or the 
preaching tradition of the black church. “Diseased-in-skin” acknowledges the full 
range of skin disorders included under the ancient understanding of leprosy.

Preaching Prompts
These Eastertide texts focus not only on the raising of the dead, but also the raising of 
leaders, the organization of the people of God after the transformative miracles of the 
exodus and resurrection of Jesus. In Acts 2 Peter proclaims the raising of Jesus from 
the dead. In Deuteronomy 18 the people whose descendants would ask for a king 
against God’s and Samuel’s better judgment tell Moses to ask God to raise up another 
prophet like Moses. The psalmist is raised from the gates of death in Psalm 9. The 
follower of Jesus is raised from every tribulation and oppression in 2 Corinthians 4, 
bearing the death and resurrection of Jesus in their bodies.

Peter addresses his remarks to the men of Israel exclusively, apparently dis
counting the presence of the women in the public crowd and their participation 
in the Jesus movement. The people who ask for another Moses word their request 
in such a way as to seem to preclude another Miriam. I argue Deborah was Moses’s 
successor; she and he were both prophet and judge unlike Joshua (Samuel would be 
the last to hold both titles). Folk are always looking for the next great man. John’s 
disciples want to know if Jesus is that One. The cycle will continue after his resur
rection. The disciples will look for another apostle who will be lost to history. Paul 
will assert his preeminence as an apostle; extracanonical writings will argue for 
Thecla and Mary Magdalene. In recent history much has been made of the futility
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of the search for the next Martin Luther King (but not the next Coretta Scott King 

or Betty Shabazz).
Resurrection represents the ultimate display of power in the world of the text 

and in the world that reads the text. It is important to reiterate that resurrection 
weaves through the scriptures as a witness to Gods power, Elijah in 1 Kings 17, Elisha 
in 2 Kings 4, Jesus prior to his own resurrection, Peter in Acts 9, and Paul in Acts 20 
all raise the dead. Life is the gift of God and not even death will thwart Gods intent 
for humanity.

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 5:12-16 (or Deuteronomy 28:1-14); Psalm 147:12-20;

2 Corinthians 4:13-15; John 5:25-29

Acts 5:12  Now, many signs and wonders were done among the people through the apostles; 

they were all together in the Portico of Solomon. 13 None of the others dared to join them, 
but the people extolled them. 14 Yet more believers were added to Christ, a multitude of 

both women and men. 15 So much so that they even carried the sick into the streets, and 
laid them on cots and mats, so that Peters shadow might overshadow some of them as he 

passed. 16 Multitudes would also gather from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick 

and those tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all made well.

Deuteronomy 28:1 Now then, it shall be that if you truly heed the voice of the Holy One 
your God, to be watchful and to perform all Gods commandments that I am commanding 
you today, then the Sovereign One your God will set you high above all the nations of the 

earth. 2 And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you obey die Just 

One your God:

3 Blessed shall you be in the city and blessed shall you be in the field.
4 Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb, the fruit of your ground, and the fruit of 

your livestock, both the calving of your catde and the lambing of your flock.
5 Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.
6 Blessed shall you be when you come in and blessed shall you be when you go out.

7 The Faithful One will set up your enemies who stand against you to be struck before 
you; they shall come out against you one way and flee before you seven ways.8 The CREATOR 

of All will command the blessing upon you in your barns, and in all that you undertake. 

God will bless you in the land that the Holy One your God is giving you.9 The Holy One 
will establish you as a people holy to God, just as God has sworn to you, if you keep the com
mandments of the Righteous One your God and walk in God’s ways.10 All the peoples of 
the earth shall see that you are called by the name of the Most High, and they shall fearyou.
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11 The Gracious One shall grant you excess out of goodness, in the fruit of your womb, in 
the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your ground in the land that the Ageless One 
swore to your mothers and fathers to give you.12 The Generous One will open for you the 
rich storehouse of God, the heavens, to give the rain of your land in its season and to bless 
all the work of your hands. You will lend to many nations, but you will not borrow. 13 The 

Sovereign will make you the head, and not the tail; you shall be only at the top, and not 
at the bottom, if you heed the commandments of the Worthy One your God, which I am 
commanding you today, to be watchful and to perform them.14 And do not turn aside from 
any of the words that I am commanding you today, either to the right or to the left, to follow 
other gods to serve them.

Psalm 147:12-20
12 Praise the Ever-Living God, O Jerusalem!

Praise your God, O Zion!
13 For she strengthens the bars of your gates;

she blesses your children within you.
14 She sets peace at your border;

she satisfies you with the finest of wheat.
15 She sends forth her word to the earth;

her word runs swiftly.
16 She lays down snow like wool;

she scatters frost like ashes.
17 She hurls down hail like crumbs—

who can stand before her cold?
18 She sends forth her word, and melts them;

she makes her wind blow, and the waters flow.
19 She declares her word to Rebekahs line,

her statutes and ordinances to Sarahs seed.
20 She has not dealt thus with any other nation;

they do not know her ordinances.
Praise the WISDOM OF THE Ages!

2 Corinthians 4:13 Now we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scrip

ture: “I  believed, and so I spoke”; and we believe, and so we speak. 14 We know that the one 
who raised Jesus the Messiah will raise us also with Jesus and will bring us with you all into 
the presence of Jesus. 15 Indeed, the whole is for your sake so grace through many more may 
increase thanksgiving to the glory of God.

John 5:25 “Truly, truly, I tell you all, the hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead 
will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.26 For just as the Living 
God has life internally, just so God has granted the Son to have life internally. 27 And God 
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has given the Son authority to render justice, because he is the Son of Woman. 28 Do not be 
astonished at this; for che hour is coming when all who are in dteir graves will hear his voice 
29 and will come out—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who 

have done evil, to the resurrection of judgment.

PROCLAMATION
Text Notes
In Deuteronomy 28:1 “heed” or “hear” has the force of “obey” when combined with 
the voice of God, hence “obey” in JPS and NRSV, “hearken” in KVJ and Fox, and 
“heed” here and in Alter. In the same verse I render “to observe and to do” with “to 
be watchful and to perform” from NETS. “Calving” and “lambing” in verse 4 are 
from JPS. The blessings in verses 3-6 are addressed to a singular masculine subject 
as are the Ten Commandments, to individual representative free male heteronorma- 
tive slave-holding Israelites. The remainder of the passage continues to address this 
subject. The final verse of the passage is treated as a continuation of the conditional 
clause in the preceding verse by JPS and NRSV counter to the pointing of the MT; I 
and CEB, Alter, and KJV preserve its independence.

Jerusalem and Zion are both feminine; all of the discourse to them in Psalm 147 
is in second person feminine, as one would speak to an individual woman in bib
lical or modern Hebrew. The “wind” of verse 18 is ruach, meaning both wind and 
spirit contextually. In verse 19, “Rebekahs line” represents “Jacob” and "Sarahs seed” 
stands in for “Israel.”

Second Corinthians 4:13 cites Psalm 116:10 (which is Psalm 115:1 in the LXX, 
which varies significantly in the psalter and several other books).

In John 5:27, the work of justice is more than passing sentence; rather “judging” 
or “execute judgment” or “rendering a verdict” are but one dimension of justice work. 
The traditional translation “Son of Man” rests on conflating men (“man/kind”) with 
humanity. In the Hebrew Scriptures Jewish and Christian translations use variations 
of “mortal” and “human” (being/one). “Son of Woman” fits well within this semantic 
range and makes explicit the woman-born humanity of Jesus.

Preaching Prompts
In the first church and in our own, Eastertide teaching and preaching centers the resur
rection, the most dramatic evidence of the power and faithfulness of God. God’s faith
fulness is ancient; the Torah is both witness to it and evidence of it, celebrated in the 
psalm. The Deuteronomy text is a formal act of witness. The miracles performed by the 
apostles in Acts bore witness to the power of the living Christ and to his power among 
those who walk in the way of Jesus. And in the Eastertide Gospel, God who is worthy 
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of reverence and exaltation shares authority with God’s child, the woman-born Jesus, to 
raise the dead in the final, dual resurrection, to reward and recompense.

There are women among those healed in Acts, but no mention of women disci
ples performing the miracles as Peter does here and Paul does elsewhere. It is worth 
asking if the Holy Ghost power of Pentecost poured out on “daughters and sons” and 
“the enslaved, women and men” restricts miraculous gifts of power to one gender or 
two individuals.

The promises of fecundity in Deuteronomy 28:4 and verse 11, conditional guar
antees of fertility if you are faithful enough, can be quite painful for folk living with 
infertility and can promote self-blaming. Indeed, the witness of the biblical text that 
God grants fertility by fiat is at odds with the lived experience of many. Framing these 
stories with a discussion of how the genre functions—an ancient Afro-Asiatic trope 
signaling the import of the character thus born—may be helpful, but ultimately these 
texts require a great deal of sensitivity in preaching.

Between the resurrection of Jesus and the final resurrection, the Church is called 
to life, a life apart from all of the dead and death-dealing things that would prevent 
us from living fully in Christ, i.e., “those that are in their graves” in John 5:28. What 
might those graves be and what might be in them? The dead names and past images 
of trans children of God, the suffocating closets queer kin have left behind, inade
quate theology, patriarchal language and constructs, past affiliations, relationships 
and behaviors that harm self or others. In the words of the Epistle, “we believe, and so 
we speak.” The Church will come out of these graves one day.

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 17:1-4, 10-12 (or Deuteronomy 28:58-68); 
Psalm 145:8-19; Romans 6:5-11; John 11:17-27

Acts 17:1 Paul and Silas had traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia. They came to 

Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As was his custom Paul went and on 

three sabbaths presented to them from the scriptures,3 explaining and demonstrating it was 
necessary for the Messiah to suffer and to rise from the dead: “This is the Messiah, Jesus who I 
proclaim to you all.” 4 Now, some of [those Jews] were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as 
did a great many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the prominent women.

10 Then, the sisters and brothers immediately that night sent Paul and Silas away to 
Beroea; when they arrived, they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 These persons were more 
high-born and open-minded than in Thessalonica; they received the word with great eager

ness. Daily they examined the scriptures to see if these things were so. 12 Thus many of them 
therefore believed, including highly respected Greek women and not just a few [Jewish] men.
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Deuteronomy 28:58 If you do not diligently observe all the words of this law written in 
this scroll, to revere this glorious and awesome Name, the Holy One your God,59 then the 
Dread God will extravagantly plague you and plague your lineage with plagues great and 
enduring and grievous and enduring terrible diseases.60 God will bring back upon you all the 
diseases of Egypt, which you feared, and they shall cling to you. 61 Indeed every disease and 
plague, even if not recorded in the scroll of this law, the Fearsome God will inflict upon 
you until your destruction.62 You all shall be left few in number rather than being as the stars 
in the heavens for multitude, because you did not obey the Most High your God. 63 And 
it shall be just as the Faithful One delighted over you, prospering you all and multiplying 
you, thus will the Inscrutable God take delight over you to eradicate you all and destroy 
you; you all shall be torn up from the land that you are entering to possess. 64 The Just God 

will scatter you among all'peoples, from one end of the earth to the other; and there you shall 
serve other gods, of wood and stone, which neither you nor your mothers or fathers have 
known. 65 Among those nations you shall find no respite; there shall be no resting place for 
the sole of your foot. There the Sovereign God will give you a trembling heart, failing eyes, 
and a forlorn spirit.66 Your life shall hang by a thread before you; night and day you shall be in 
terror, with no assurance ofyour life.67 In the morning you shall say, “If only it were evening!” 
and in the evening you shall say, “If only it were morning!” because of the terror that shall 

terrorize your heart and the sights your eyes shall see.68 The Holy One of Sinai will bring 
you back in ships to Egypt, by a path I told you you would never see again; and there you shall 

offer yourselves for sale to your enemies as slaves, female and male, but there will be no buyer.

Psalm 145:8-19
[May be read with Blessed be the Living God and blessed be her name forever and ever 
as an antiphon at the end of each verse following the preserved text in the Dead Sea 
Scrolls.]

8 Full of grace and a mother s love is the Mother of All,
slow to anger and abounding in faithful love.

9 The Womb of Life is good to all,
and her mother-love is upon all she has made.

10 They shall praise you. Wellspring of Life, all your works,

and all your faithful shall bless you.
11 Of the glory of your majestic rule shall they speak,

and your might shall they declare,
12 to make known to the woman-born her mighty works,

and the glorious splendor of her majestic rule.
13 Your majesty is an everlasting majesty,

and your sovereignty endures throughout all generations.
[Blessed be the Living God and blessed be her nameforever and ever.]
Faithful is the Ever-Living God in all her words,
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and gracious in all her deeds.
[Blessed be the Living G OD and blessed be her name forever and ever.]

14 The Merciful One upholds all who fall,
and raises up all who are bent over.

15 The eyes of all look to you,

and you give to them their food at the right moment.
16 You open your hand,

and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
17 The Faithful One is righteous in all her ways,

and loving in all her works.
18 The Ever-Present God is near to all who call on her,

to all who call on her in truth.
19 The desire of all who revere her she fulfills;

and their cry she hears and delivers them.

Romans 6:5 For if we have been united in a death like Christ’s, we will certainly be so in the 
resurrection. 6 This we know, that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin 
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin.7 The woman or man who 
has died is freed from sin.8 But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live 
with him.9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die; death no longer 
has dominion over him.10 For dying, he died once to sin, in living, he lives to God.11 So also 
should you consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

John 11:17 When Jesus arrived [in Bethany], he found that for four days Lazarus had 
already been in the tomb. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles away. 19 So, 

many of the Judeans had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 
20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she met him; however Mary remained at the 

house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Rabbi, if you had been here, my brother would never have 
died.22 Yet even now I know that whatever you ask of God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to 
her, “Your brother will rise.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise in the resurrection 
on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes 

in me, even though they die, they will live,26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Rabbi, I believe that you are the Mes
siah, the Son of God, the one who comes into the world.”

PROCLAMATION
Text Notes
In the world of the text, a “synagogue” is a generic gathering place; it was not yet 
(nearly) exclusively a place of Jewish worship, hence the need to specify “Jewish” in 
the text.
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“To have words” in Acts 17:2 can mean anything from discussing to disputing; 
here it is “at” them rather than “with” them, yielding “presented to them.” In verse 11 
the same word means both “high-born” and the characteristic of being open-minded 
deriving from that status or accompanying education. While many translations pres
ent the women and men as equally high in standing, the adjective is feminine plural 
and thus refers only to the women; likewise, “Greek” is feminine plural. The men are 
neither Greek nor of high status. This text is one of very few places where women 
precede men in the order of their mention.

In Deuteronomy 28:59 I translate the plaguing of Israel with “extravagantly” 
from the root that means “wonderful” with a nod to Phyllis Trible’s chapter subtitle, 
“An Extravagance of Violence” from her groundbreaking volume. Text of Terror. In 
verse 66, “hang” is expanded to “hang by a thread” following Everett Fox.

Psalm 145 uses the root rchm, which is derived from the womb, rechem, to artic
ulate God’s feelings for Israel in verses 8-9, accordingly, I translate the sentiment 
as "mother-love” rather than the traditional “compassion,” which severs the link 
between the terms and their semantic range. In verse 10 “the woman-born” are the 
“children of humanity” and “majestic rule” replaces “kingdom.” Psalm 145 varies sig
nificantly among manuscripts and traditions; it occurs as a responsive psalm in the 
Dead Sea Scrolls (DSS) with the line “Blessed be the Living God and blessed be 
her name forever and ever” at the end of every preserved verse; some are broken off.

In verse 13 of the psalm, the Hebrew MT has only two lines, represented in the 
JPS and KJV; the LXX and Peshitta have a second pair of lines about the fidelity of 
God represented in the NRSV and CEB, and among the Dead Sea Scrolls (DSS), 
the 11 QPsa manuscript includes the fidelity lines and language of blessing before and 
after. I have included all of these verses in brackets that the reader might make her 
own choices. Following the convention of Martin Abegg, Peter Flint, and Eugene 
Ulrich, editors of the English-language Dead Sea Scrolls Bible, phrasing unique to the 
DSS is in italics. (Further, the fidelity lines use kurios, “Lord,” in the LXX and its 
equivalent mry in the Peshitta and Elohim, “God,” in the DSS. In the blessing lines, 
the scribe renders the divine Name in archaic paleo-Hebrew rather than the common 
script of the era, a not infrequent practice emphasizing the Name.)

Preaching Prompts
These lessons speak of the power of God, to raise the dead to life in Acts, Romans, 
and the Gospel, the power resident in the dread and awesome Name of God in Deu
teronomy 28, and in the psalm, the power to provide and preserve.

In Acts the story of Jesus is compelling and contentious. Paul’s conversion and 
evangelism mark the beginning of what will be seen by others as a break with his 
Judaism, whereas in his time and for him, Judaism was as much an ethnicity as 
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religious identity, not one that could be chosen or given up. The tensions between 
the followers of Jesus and their Judean kin—the root word is a geographic, ethnic, 
and cultural/religious marker—these tensions are internal to the Jewish community 
while written at a time when those who would come to call themselves Christians 
would see themselves as separate and distinct from their Jewish forbears. Their lan
guage on contemporary lips on the other side of centuries of Christian anti-Judaism, 
anti-Semitism, supercessionism, and of the Holocaust resonate differently.

The alternate first lesson from Deuteronomy is severe and threatening. It lays 
out the consequences of failing to follow God faithfully. It is an exemplar of a prevail
ing biblical theology: God blesses and rewards the good and curses and punishes the 
wicked. That theology pervades the canon and endures. It is useful to address it in 
times of crisis and before and between crises.

Romans 6 speaks of che freedom of the believer in generic terms that I have made 
explicit for women and men in verse 7. Hindsight makes it easy to see how past gen
erations failed to live in to that freedom. We as individuals and collectively as the 
Church may have died to sin and been buried in our baptisms to be raised with Christ, 
yet sin endures within and among us in all of our communities, including the Church. 
The gender-based hierarchies of the cultural habitus of the text endure as though they 
were the words of life and not the rough setting of the jewel of the gospel.

Martha’s statement to Jesus in John 11:21 is stronger than it has often been 
translated. Not “my brother would not have died,” but “my brother would never have 
died.” That same “never” is included by Jesus in his response, “Everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die.” That speaks to me of death as portal to eternal 
life and not a permanent estate. Secondarily, while this reading ends before Lazarus’s 
raising, it is noteworthy that he is raised to life in the same old world. Life in Jesus 
happens here among the brokenness, failings, and limitations of the present world.

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION
Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 24; Revelation 3:20-22; Luke 24:46-53

Acts 1:1 In the first writing, I worked on, Theophilus, everything Jesus did and taught 

from the beginning 2 until the day he instructed the apostles whom he had chosen through 

the Holy Spirit and was taken up to heaven. 3 Jesus presented himself to them, living, after 
his suffering through many convincing proofs, by appearing to them forty days and speaking 
about the reign of God. 4 And staying with them, Jesus commanded them not to leave Jeru

salem, rather to wait there for the promise of the Faithful God, “what you heard from me.” 
5 For John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from this one.”
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6 When they [the disciples], came together, they asked Jesus, “Rabbi, is this the time 
when you will restore sovereignty to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times 
or seasons that the Sovereign God has set through divine authority. 8 But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
9 And saying this, as they were watching Jesus was taken up, and a cloud took him out 

of their sight. 10 While they were gazing up toward heaven as Jesus was going, suddenly two 
in white robes stood by them.11 They said, “Galileans, why are you standing looking up into 
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the way as you 

saw him go into heaven.”

Psalm 24
1 To the Creator of All belongs the earth and all that fills her,

the world, and those who dwell in her.
2 For God upon the seas has founded her,

and on the rivers has established her.
3 Who shall ascend the hill of the Holy One ?

And who shall stand in God’s holy place?
4 The woman or man who has clean hands and pure hearts,

who does not lift up their [hands] to what is false,
and do not swear deceitfully on their souls.

5 [Instead] they will lift up a blessing from the Faithful God,

and what is right from the God of their salvation.
6 Such is the generation of those who seek God,

who seek the face of the God of Rebekah. Selah
7 Lift up your heads, you gates I

and be lifted up, you everlasting doors!

that the One of glory may come in.
8 Who is the One of glory?

The Fire of Sinai, strong and mighty,
the God who is Majesty, mighty in battle.

9 Lift up your heads, you gates!
and be lifted up, you everlasting doors!
that the One of glory may come in.

10 Who is this One of glory?
The Commander of heavens legions,

God is the One of glory. Selah

Revelation 3:20 “Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to you and dine with you, and you with me.21 To the one who conquers I
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will give a place with me on my throne, just as I myself conquered and sat down with my Abba 
on God’s throne.22 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.”

Luke 24:46 Then Jesus said to them, “So it is written, the Messiah is to suffer and to rise 

from the dead the third day,47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be preached in his 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 Now 
look! I am sending you the promise of my Abba. You all stay in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high.”50 Then Jesus led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting his 
hands, he blessed them.51 While he was blessing them, Jesus retreated from them and was car
ried up into heaven.52 And they bowed down and worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy;53 and they were in the temple every day blessing God.

PROCLAMATION
Text Notes
The divine beings in Acts 1:10 are described as “men” using the human term. Curi
ously, there are no female divine beings, messengers, angels, etc., in the canon. It is 
not clear whether women are present at the Ascension, obscured by masculine gram
mar. If they are not present, it is worth asking why not when women have been the 
birthing wombs and companion witnesses, participants in and preachers of the entire 
Christ story. It is tempting to say the women were out in the world proclaiming the 
gospel while the men still needed one more sign. Yet, there were women with these 
very men (who are identified as the remaining apostles by name in Acts 1:13). If they 
were not with them at the Ascension, how did they learn of the meeting place? Since 
they seemed to have arrived at the same time, they could not have been very far. The 
texts and the cultures of the biblical world collude to minimize and erase women.

In Psalm 24:1-2 I have retained the feminine grammatical gender of the earth, 
since it fits well with the contemporary notion of earth as mother. In verse 6 “the 
God of Rebekah” replaces “the God of Jacob.”

Preaching Prompts
Chronologically, the Gospel for the Feast of the Ascension goes before the first read
ing from Acts. It may be useful to reread the Acts account of the Ascension after the 
Gospel, perhaps at the beginning of the sermon (if tacking it on to the Gospel seems 
like liturgical heresy). The Gospel points to the Ascension in Acts 1, and Acts 1 
points to Pentecost, coming soon in the next chapter.

In the Ascension the glory of the Resurrection ratchets up another level. The 
risen Christ appears to followers—addressed as “men” but possibly inclusive—and 
prepares the burgeoning church for the baptism of the Holy Spirit. The psalm 
makes clear that God is the One of glory and only the pure-hearted can stand in
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her presence. The multiple Ascension accounts highlight the divinity of the post- 
Ascension Christ. Revelation 3 reminds us that the divine, risen, and ascended 
Christ is not so far away that he cannot come to us. He can and will still meet us 
at the table; for the Church that is primarily in the Eucharist. Christ also comes to 
us in communion with one another. That communion, whether at the Eucharist or 
beyond, is communal not hierarchal, though the scriptures and their authors will 
continue to assert ancient hierarchies, particularly along class and gender lines.

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 18:24-27; Deuteronomy 29:10-15; Psalm 111; 

1 Peter 1:3-9; John 11:28-44

Acts 18:24 Now a certain Jewish man, Apollos by name, a native of Alexandria, an eloquent 
man well-versed in the scriptures, came to Ephesus. 25 This man had been instructed in the 
Way of the Messiah and spoke with a fiery spirit and taught accurately the things concerning 
Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the syna
gogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him in and explained the Way [of 
God] to him more accurately. 27 And when he wished to cross over into Achaia, the sisters 

and brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him; upon his arrival he 

greatly helped those who had through grace come to believe.

Deuteronomy 29:10 You all are standing (here) today, all of you, in the presence of the 
Fire of Sinai your God—your leaders of your tribes, your elders, and your officials, all the 

men of Israel, 11 your litde ones, your women, and the immigrants who are among you in 
your camp, from the cutter of your wood to the drawer of your water—12 to enter into the 
covenant of the Creator of All your God, which the Most High your God is making 
with you and by God’s oath today,13 in order that God may establish you today as the people 
of God, and that God would be your God, just as God told you and just as God swore to 
your ancestors, to [Sarah and] Abraham, to Isaac [the son of Sarah], and to Jacob [born of 
Rebekah].14 Not just with you all am I inscribing this covenant and this oath,15 but also with 
those who are here standing with us today in the presence of the Wisdom of the Ages, our 

God, and (even) with those who are not here with us today.

Psalm 111
1 Hallelujah!

I will give thanks to the Holy God with my whole heart, 

in the council of the upright, and in the congregation.
2 Great are the works of the Creator of All,

sought after by all who delight in them.
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3 Glorious and majestic is her work,
and her righteousness endures forever.

4 She has become renowned by her wonderful deeds;
gracious and loving is the Mother of All.

5 Meat she grants to those who revere her;
she is ever mindful of her covenant.

6 The power of her works has she shown her people,
giving them the heritage of the nations.

7 The works of her hands are faithful and true;
all her precepts are trustworthy.

8 They are established forever and ever,

to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.
9 Redemption has she sent to her people;

she has commanded her covenant forever.
Holy and awesome is her name.

10 The reverence of She Who is Wisdom is the beginning of wisdom; 
all those who practice it have a good understanding.
Her praise endures forever.

1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Redeemer Jesus Christ who in great mercy 

has engendered a new birth for us into a living hope, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 4 into an inheritance that is incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven for you all,5 who in the power of God are kept through faith for a salvation ready to be 

revealed in the end time.6 In this you rejoice even when necessary for you to suffer various tri

als, 7 in order that the examination of your faith, more precious than gold, which though per
ishable is tested by fire, may be found yielding praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed.8 You have not seen him, yet you love him. You do not see him now, yet you believe 
in him and rejoice with a joy glorious and beyond words.3 You are receiving the completion 
of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

John 11:28  Now when Martha had said this [“Yes, Rabbi, I believe that you are the Messiah, 
the Son of God, the one who comes into the world”], she went back and called her sister Mary 
privately, “The Teacher is here and calling for you,” 29 And when Mary heard that she got up 

quickly and went to Jesus.30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was stili in the 

place where Martha had met him.31 Thus the Jewish community who were with her in the 
house and consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out; they followed her thinking she 
was going to the tomb to weep there.

32 So when Mary came where Jesus was seeing him, she knelt at his feet saying to him, 
“Rabbi, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 Thus when Jesus saw her 
weeping and the Jewish folk who came with her also weeping, his spirit was disturbed and 
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he was deeply moved. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Rabbi, 
come and see.”35 And Jesus wept.36 Therefore the Jewish people (with her) said, “See how he 
loved him!” 37 Yet some of them said, “Could not the one who opened the eyes of die blind 

man have done something so that this man would not have died?”
38 Jesus, again deeply moved within himself, came to the tomb; it was a cave, and a stone 

was lying against it.39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, 
said to him, “Rabbi, already there is a stench because it has been four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, 

“Did I not tell you that ifyou believed, you would see the glory of God? 41 So they took away 
the stone. And Jesus lifted his eyes (upward) and said, “Abba, I thank you for having heard 
me.421 know that you always hear me, for the sake of the crowd standing here have I said this, 
so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 And when he had said this, with a loud voice he 
cried out, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, bound hand and foot with strips 
of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and let him go.”

PROCLAMATION
Text Notes
While Acts 18:25 makes reference to “the Way of the Lord [Messiah here],” “the 
Way” in verse 26 is amended to “the Way of God” in some manuscripts. It is included 
in brackets as it appears in the dominant Nestle-Aland Greek text (28th revision).

Due to variant numbering practices, the Deuteronomy lesson begins with verse 
9 in the MT and Jewish translations such as JPS, Fox, and Alter. In 29:13 (in NRSV 
and other Christian editions) the patriarchal lineage is amended to name Sarah as a 
recipient of a divine promise herself and the mother of the subsequent patriarchs. 
The phrasing is careful not to specify the matriarchs as covenant partners given the 
frequent reiteration of the covenant as being dependent on circumcision and the reg
ular treatment of women as “add-ons” as in verse 11. The NRSV translation of verse 
14 inexplicably includes the phrase “not only with you who stand here with us today 
before the Lord our God,” relocated from verse 15, an unnecessary modification as 
aptly illustrated by the JPS and Fox translations in addition to the present one and 
counter to MT, LXX, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and the Peshitta.

In Psalm 111:3 I replaced the nouns “honor and majesty” with the adjectives 
“glorious and majestic” for smoother English grammar, following JPS in part. God’s 
tzedakah primarily means “righteousness” but also has the sense of “beneficence, 
including generosity to the poor as in JPS. In verse 4 God’s love is articulated with 
racham, which has the womb, rechem, as its grammatical root, informing the choice 
of Mother of All as the divine name. The “meat” God provides is literally “prey”; 
God is apparendy quite the huntress. In verses 5 and 10 the verb j'-r-’is translated 
“revere,” well within the semantic range and preferable to “fear.”
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The expression “the Jews” often has a negative resonance in the scriptures and in 
the world in which the scriptures are read. In John 11:31, 33, and 36, "Jewish com
munity” softens the traditional translation. The author excludes Mary and Martha 
from the category Ioudaioi because she is a follower of Jesus according to the use of 
the term in his time. In the world of the text, Mary and Martha are Ioudaioi, Judean 
and Jewish, as is Jesus. In place of “Lord” with its slaveholding connotations, I use 
“Rabbi” in verses 32, 34, and 39. In verse 33 the disturbance in Jesus’s spirit can also 
be understood as an articulation of some sort, i.e., a rebuke, harsh language, or some
thing spoken in anger, hence KJV’s "groaning.”

Preaching Prompts
As Eastertide comes to a close, the telling and teaching of the Way of Jesus becomes 
paramount. Orthodoxy and heterodoxy have become concerns for the Church. 
For some that will result in a significant narrowing of what is the gospel and who 
is empowered to teach and preach it. In Acts Priscilla and her husband “take in” a 
junior colleague (in terms of preparation) and supplement his education. They do 
not shame, censure, or fire him. And he does not reject their teaching or Priscilla’s 
leadership. Their different understandings do not lead to schism.

Priscilla is a Jewish woman evicted from Rome with her husband in the Jewish 
expulsion ordered by Emperor Claudius in Acts 18:2 and is one of the teaching elders 
or leaders of the early church. (Bernadette Brooten has demonstrated conclusively 
that women leaders in the ancient synagogue used the title in her book of the same 
title; as male Christian leaders adopted the language, it is reasonable to presume 
Christian women did as well.) Priscilla, sometimes rendered Prisca, is listed before 
her husband more often than not indicating to some that she was the senior, more 
learned disciple (Acts 18:2, 18, 26; Romans 16:3; 1 Corinthians 16:19; 2 Timothy 
4:19). Her name certainly precedes in the reeducation of Apollos. Paul describes her 
and her husband—in that order—as his coworkers in Romans 16:3 and she is listed 
first as pastor of the house church in 2 Timothy 4:19. (I say “pastor” because there 
is no dispute that men led the churches in their homes when listed; I reckon her as 
more senior pastor than copastor.)

As an alternate first lesson, Deuteronomy also makes the point that the people 
of God are fundamentally and radically inclusive, even in Deuteronomy, which is 
also fundamentally nationalistic. Adults and children of every known gender, people 
in every economic tier—laborers, likely enslaved, and those who benefit from their 
labor—along with immigrants and generations yet to come become the people of 
God. The psalm celebrates that covenant and God’s fidelity to it across the ages. It 
also celebrates the colonization and occupation of Canaan, an opportunity to reflect 
on our own history and weaponization of theology.
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This final Eastertide Gospel brings the season to a close with the discipleship of 
Mary and Martha, the resurrection of Lazarus foreshadowing that of Jesus, and a cir
cle of care between Jewish followers of Jesus and their Jewish neighbors and kinfolk. 
Unlike many antagonistic portrayals of Jewish characters, the Jewish folk in John 11 
are neighbors comforting Mary and Martha as members of their community after the 
death of their brother and weeping with them, suggesting strong ties.

Jesus’s question about the location of Lazarus’s body anticipates the questions 
about the disposition of his own at the end of this same Gospel in John 19:41; 20:2, 
13,15. The gesture toward Jesus’s own death and his grieving for and with his friends 
emphasize his humanity and mortality. At the same time, he is much more than 
human, God-born, fathered by God who “engenders” our new birth in the Epistle. 
That birth is our inheritance and the source of our hope as we live in a time where we 
cannot see Jesus.

PENTECOST VIGIL (OR EARLY SERVICE)
Joel 2:27-32 (or Exodus 19:1-19); Psalm 139:7-14; Acts 2:1-18; John 4:7-26

Joel 2:27 You all shall know that I am in the midst of Israel,

and that I, the Holy One of Sinai, am your God and there is no other. 

And my people shall not be put to shame ever again.
28 And it shall be after that,

I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh;
and your daughters and your sons shall prophesy,

your elders shall dream dreams,
and your youths shall see visions.

29 Even on the enslaved women and men,

in those days, will I pour out my Spirit.

30 I will place portents in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and pillars of smoke.
31 The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and terrible 
day of the Dread God comes.32 Then it shall be that everyone who calls on the name of the 
Faithful God shall be saved; for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who 

escape, as the Holy One of Old has said, and among the survivors, those whom the God 

Who Saves calls.

Exodus 19:1 On the third new moon after the women, children, and men of Israel had gone 

out of the land of Egypt, on that day, they entered the wilderness of Sinai. 2 They had jour
neyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; Israel 
camped there in front of the mountain.3 Then Moses went up to God and the Holy One of
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Old called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and 
tell the women, children, and men of Israel: 4 You all have seen what I did to the Egyptians, 
that I raised you all up on the wings of eagles and brought you all to myself.5 Now, if you all 

obey my voice and keep my covenant, you all shall be my treasure from among all peoples, 
for the whole earth is mine. 6 And you all shall be for me a sovereignty of priests and a holy 

nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the women, children, and men of Israel.”
7 So Moses came and called the elders of the people and placed before them all these 

words that the Holy One had commanded him. 8 Then the people, women and men, all 
answered together: “Everything that the Holy One has spoken we will do.” And Moses con
veyed the words of the people to the Holy One of Sinai. 9 Then the Holy One said to 
Moses, “I will come to you in an impenetrable cloud, so that the people can hear when I speak 

with you and also trust you always.” When Moses had told the words of the people to the 
Holy One, 10 the Holy God said to Moses:

“Go to the people and have them consecrate themselves today and tomorrow. Have them 

wash their clothes,11 and be prepared for the third day, because on the third day the Most 
High will come down upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 12 You shall set a 

boundary around the people, saying, ‘Take heed not to go up the mountain or to touch the 
edge of it yourselves; anyone who touches the mountain shall surely be put to death. 13 No 
hand shall touch them, rather they shall be stoned or shot with arrows; whether animal or 
human, they shall not live.’ When the ram’s horn sounds a long blast, they may go up on the 
mountain.” 14 So Moses went down from the mountain to the people. He consecrated the 
people, and they washed their clothes.15 And Moses said to the people, “Prepare for the third 
day; do not go near a woman.”

16 And it was on the third day as morning came there was thunder and lightning, as well as 
a cloud heavy upon the mountain, and a blast of a trumpet so loud that all the people who were 
in the camp trembled.17 Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God. They 

stationed themselves at the base of the mountain.18 Now Mount Sinai was in smoke, because 
the Holy One of Old had descended upon it in fire; the smoke ascended like the smoke of a 
kiln, while the whole mountain shook violently.19 And it was that as the sound of the trumpet 

grew stronger and stronger, Moses would speak and God would answer him in thunder.

Psalm 139:7-14
7 Where can I go from your spirit ?

Or where from your presence can I flee ?
8 If I ascend to the heavens, there you are;

if I recline in Sheol, see, it is you!
9 If I take up dawn’s wings

if I settle at the farthest reaches of the sea,
10 even there your hand shall lead me,

and your right hand shall hold me fast.
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11 If I say, “Surely darkness shall cover me,
and night will become light behind me,”

12 even darkness is not dark to you;

night is as daylight,
for dark is the same as light.

13 For it was you who crafted my inward parts;
you wove me together in my mothers womb.

14 I praise you, for I am awesomely and marvelously made.

Wondrous are your works;
that my soul knows fall well.

Acts 2:1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in the same place. 
2 And there came suddenly from heaven a sound like the sweeping of a mighty wind, 

and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Then there appeared among them 
divided tongues, as of fire, and one rested on each of them. 4 And all of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and they began to speak in other tongues just as the Spirit gave them 

to speak.
5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem devout Jews from every nation under heaven. 

6 Now at this sound the crowd gathered and was confused because each heard them speak
ing in the native language of each.7 Amazed and astounded, they asked, “Are not all these 
who are speaking Galileans ?8 And how do we hear, each in our own native language ?9 Par

thians and Medes and Elamites, and those who live in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappado
cia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjacent to 

Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs, we hear 
them speaking in our own tongues about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and 

questioning to one another saying, “What does this mean?” 13 But others mocking said, 

“They are filled with new wine.”
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Judeans and 

all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you all, and attend to my speech.15 For these 
persons are not drunk as you suppose, it is only the third hour [nine o’clock] in the morning. 
16 No, this is what was spoken through, the prophet Joel:

17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I willpour out my Spirit upon allflesh,
and your daughters and your sons shallprophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your elders shall dream dreams.

18 Even upon my slaves, both women and men,
in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy’.”
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John 4:7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 
8 Now his disciples had gone to the city to buy food.9 The Samaritan woman said to him, 
“How are you, a Judean, asking a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Judeans do not share 
things in common with Samaritans.)10 Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift 
of God and who is the one telling to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and 

he would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, 
and the well is deep. From where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our 
ancestor Jacob, the one who gave us the well, and with his daughters and sons and his flocks 
drank from it?” 13 Jesus answered and said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will 
thirst again. 14 But the one who drinks of the water that I will give will never thirst. The 
water that I will give will become in them a fount of water springing up into eternal life.” 
15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, that I may never thirst or keep coming 
here to draw water.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come [back] to this place.” 17 The 
woman answered and said to him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You said rightly, ‘I 
have no husband.’18 For five husbands have you had, and now the one you have is not your 
husband. What you have said is true!” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a 
prophet.20 Our mothers and fathers worshiped on this mountain, yet you say in Jerusalem 
is the place where people must worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Believe me, woman, the hour 
is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Sovereign 

God. 22 You all worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation 
is from the Judeans.23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will 

worship the Sovereign God in spirit and truth, for these are the worshippers the Sovereign 

God seeks. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship God must worship in spirit and truth.” 
25 The woman said to Jesus, “I know that Messiah is coming” (the one who is called Christ). 
“When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I am, the one who is 
speaking to you.”

PROCLAMATION
Text Notes
Verse numbers in Christian Bibles diverge from those (now) in Hebrew and Jew
ish Bibles. What is Joel 2:28 in Christian texts is 3:1 in Jewish texts such as the JPS 
Tanakh and Hebrew Masoretic Text, as well as other ancient texts including the LXX 
and Peshitta. “Elders” in verse 28 is an inclusive plural that grammatically includes 
women; it can represent chronological age or status. The “elders of Israel” served as 
an administrative layer (Numbers 16:25; Deuteronomy 27:1, 31:9; Joshua 7:6, 8:10; 
1 Samuel 4:3). They are only spoken of as a group so it is unclear if there were any 
women among them. In Joel “elders” is paired with “youth,” indicating it should be 
read chronologically, and therefore I argue, inclusively.
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In Exodus 19:10 and 14, “consecrate” or “sanctify” has a reflexive sense; one does 
it to oneself, primarily through water: bathing and washing ones clothing. Scholars 
from the rabbinic period (Rashi, Ramban, Ibn Ezra, and Nahmanides) understand 
Moses’s sanctification of the people to be a charge to them to sanctify themselves, 

hence theJPS, “warn them to stay pure.”
The use of the masculine pronoun “him” for both a person who transgresses the 

boundary of the mountain and the mountain itself means that in verse 13 the refer

ent of “no hand shall touch him/it” is unclear.
In Psalm 139:14, “marvelous” and “wondrous” are the same word. I alternate 

them for alliteration to give a sense of the poetry.
The author limits the multinational Jews in Jerusalem to "devout men” in Acts 

1:5 as though there were no women or none of the women were devout. The andro
centric language discounts women living in the city and women who did make the 
journey. Yet Deuteronomy 16:11 specifies celebrating the festival with daughters and 
sons and women and men who are enslaved in the household (no mention of wives). 
Similarly, Peter addresses “men of Judea” but also “all who live in Jerusalem” in 1:14; 

I treat both as inclusive.

Preaching Prompts
Pentecost, the fiftieth day, marks the end of the Festival of Weeks, Shavuoth (from 
the Hebrew for “weeks”), originally named the festival of “Harvest,” see Exodus 
23:16; Leviticus 23:15-16. The seven weeks follow from Passover and the festivals 
are entwined. By the time of the New Testament, it was also understood as the anni
versary of the revelation of the Torah on Mount Sinai in Exodus 19. These traditions 
underlie the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on that selfsame day. The Christian obser
vance is inexorably linked to its ancestral Jewish heritage.

Because of its citation in Acts 2, the primary Pentecost narrative, Joel 2 is 
regarded as fulfilled in the event in Christian interpretation. In Joel, repeated in 
Acts, “everyone who calls upon the name of the Holy One shall be saved” (or “res
cued”) means two very different things in each of those contexts. In the Hebrew 
Bible salvation, rescue, and deliverance are normally corporate (with few excep
tions) and relate to physical safety from threats of violence, war, occupation, and 
even natural and ecological disasters (as is the case in Joel). In the New Testament, 
the Church has replaced the nation as the frame of reference; to call upon the 
name, now of Jesus, is to profess faith in him. It is important to tell the Christian 
story without erasing or rewriting the story of God’s faithfulness to Jewish people 

or their Israelite ancestors.
Exodus 19 is the story of God’s covenant with Israel ratified on Sinai with God 

present in veiled majesty. The language is by turns inclusive and exclusive, inviting
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reflection on who we understand to be part of and to represent the people of God. 
The traditional language for Israel, “the sons” or “children of Israel,” is both andro
centric and inclusive. In verse 8 the people “all” answer, meaning women and men; 
children would not be subject to a legal agreement like the covenant. (“Children” 
in the commandments refers to adult children in relation to their parents.) “Peo
ple” is inclusive and yet is sometimes used as though men are the only ones who 
count; in verse 15 Moses tells the “people” not to approach women, presumably for 
sex. In this construction women are not “people.” Perhaps more disturbing, Moses 
adds this line to God’s instructions and receives no rebuke. (Compare God’s direc
tive in verses 10-13 with those of Moses.) The attempts of Moses and his writ
ers notwithstanding, God appears to all the women, children, and men of Israel. 
Though earlier in Exodus the people see God regularly in the alternating pillars of 
cloud and fire, God’s appearance in verse 15 is perhaps closer than the front of their 
vanguard and much more dramatic with the addition of thunder and lightning and 
the sound of God’s voice.

Who experiences the touch of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2? Who are the “they”? 
If they are the upper room community, then they are Mary the mother of Jesus and 
other unnamed women along with the eleven remaining apostles (Acts 1:13-14), 
plus a newly elected apostle (who will immediately disappear), verses 23-26. “They” 
may also refer to the larger group of one hundred and twenty in the following verse. 
An intriguing possibility reads the two together: Mary and an undisclosed number of 
women together with the twelve apostles constituted the one hundred and twenty. 
This might explain why Peter chooses Joel to explain the phenomenon, because of its 
explicit inclusivity.

The Samarians were the inhabitants of the northern monarchy of Israel who 
ultimately fell to Assyria and were largely deported. The land was repopulated 
with other conquered peoples and their descendants became known as Samar
itans (see 2 Kings 17:24-34). Judeans held them in low esteem because of their 
mixed heritage to which they attributed the differences between their worship 
traditions. Notably, the Samaritan Pentateuch is the entirety of their Bible; noth
ing else is canonical, which remains the case for Samaritan Jews in the present. 
(lovSaiois should be understood as “Judean” in opposition to Samaritan, as both 
communities are Jewish.) The dispute about the mountain in John 4:20-22 is 
rooted in one of the many differences between the Samaritan and Judean Torahs: 
Whether the mountain in Deuteronomy 27:4 on which Joshua (8:30) later built 
an altar is Ebal (Judeans) or Gerazim (Samaritans). As a result, the Samaritan 
temple was built on Mt. Gerizim, the “this mountain” of John 4:22. Palestinian 
Samaritan Jews continue to worship on the mountain, the temple long destroyed 
by the Romans in 70 CE.
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In John 4:12 the woman mentions Jacob and his children (or sons) which I 
have made explicitly inclusive given that Jacob had an unknown number of daugh
ters, including one named Dinah, among his thirty-three children (see Genesis 
37:55,46:15).

PENTECOST PRINCIPAL SERVICE
Acts 2:1-17 (or Isaiah 44:1-8); Psalm 104:1-4, 10-15,27-30; 

Romans 8:14-17,22-27; John 14:8-17

Acts 2:1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in the same place. 
2 And there came suddenly from heaven a sound like the sweeping of a mighty wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Then there appeared among them divided 

tongues, as of fire, and one rested on each of them.4 And all of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and they began to speak in other tongues just as the Spirit gave them to speak.

5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem devout Jews from every nation under heaven. 
6 Now at this sound the crowd gathered and was confused because each heard them speaking 
in the native language of each.7 Amazed and astounded, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans?8 And how do we hear, each in our own native language?9 Parthians and 
Medes and Elamites, and those who live in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia,10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjacent to Cyrene, and visitors 
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs, we hear them speaking in our 
own tongues about God’s deeds of power.”12 All were amazed and questioning to one another 
saying, “What does this mean ?”13 But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.”

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Judeans and 

all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you all, and attend to my speech: 15 For these 
persons are not drunk as you suppose, it is only the third hour [nine o’clock] in the morning. 
16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

17 'In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your daughters and your sons shallprophesy,
and your youngmen shall see visions,
and your elders shall dream dreams.

18 Even upon my slaves, both women and men,
in those days I willpour out my Spirit;
and they shallprophesy’. ”

Isaiah 44:1 Hear now, Jacob [Rebekahs child], my slave,
Israel whom I have chosen!
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2 Thus says the Wellspring of Life who made you, 
who shaped you in the womb and will help you: 
Fear not, Jacob [Rebekah’s son], my slave,
Jeshurun whom I have chosen.

3 For I will pour water upon thirsty soil, 
and streams upon the dry ground;
I will pour my spirit upon your descendants, 
and my blessing on your offspring.

4 They shall spring up in green [places], 
like willows by flowing waters.

5 This one will say, “I am God’s,”

that one will name the name of Jacob, 

another will write on their hand, “This belongs to God,” 
and adopt the name of Israel.

6 Thus says the Ageless God, the Sovereign of Israel,

and Israel’s Redeemer, the COMMANDER of heaven’s legions: 
I am the first and I am the last;

apart from me there is no god.
7 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,

let them declare it and set it out before me.

Who like me from old has laid out things which are coming? 
Let them declare to us what will come.

8 Fear not and be not afraid;

have I not from old told you and declared it?
You all are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?

There is no rock; I know not one.

Psalm 104:1-4,10-15, 27-30
1 Bless the Fount of Life, O my soul.

Mother of All, my God, you are very great.
You don honor and majesty,

2 Wrapped in light as a garment,

you stretch out the heavens like a tent-curtain.
3 She who lays on the waters the beams of her upper chambers, 

she who makes the clouds her chariot,

she is the one who rides on the wings of the wind.
4 She is the one who makes the winds her celestial messengers, 

fire and flame her ministers.
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10 She is the one who makes springs gush forth in the torrents;

they flow between the hills.
11 They give drink to every wild animal;

the wild donkeys slake their thirst.
12 By the torrents the birds of the heavens dwell;

among the branches they give voice.
13 She is the one who waters the mountains from her high chambers;

the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work.
14 She is the one who makes grass to grow for the cattle,

and vegetation for human labor,
to bring forth food from the earth,

15 and wine to make the human heart rejoice,

with oil to make the face shine,
and bread to sustain the human heart.

27 All of these hope in you
to provide their food in due season.

28 You give it to them, they glean it;
you open your hand, they are well satisfied.

29 You hide your face, they are dismayed;
when you collect their breath, they die

and to their dust they return.
30 You send forth your spirit, they are created;

and you renew the face of the earth.

Romans 8:14  Now as many as are led by the Spirit of God ate daughters and sons of God. 
15 For you all did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall again into fear, but you have received a 
spirit of adoption through which we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 It is that same Spirit who bears 
witness with our spirit that we are daughters and sons of God. 17 And if daughters and sons, 
then heirs, heirs of God and heirs with Christ, if it is true that we suffer with Christ so that we 

may also be glorified with Christ.
181 consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 

glory about to be revealed to us.19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing 
of the daughters and sons of God;20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own 
will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set 

free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the daughters and 
sons of God.22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 
23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 

inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were 

saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen?25 But if we hope for 

what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
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26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as is nec
essary, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.27 And God, who searches 

the heart, knows what is the mindset of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God.

John 14:8  Philip said to Jesus, “Rabbi, show us the Father, and we will be content.” 9 Jesus 
said to him, “Have I been with all of you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me ? 
The one who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do 

you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I speak to 
you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does the works of God. 11 
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if not, then believe because of 
the works themselves.12 Very truly, I tell you all, the one who believes in me will also do the 
works I do and even will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.13 And 

whatever you all ask in my name I will do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.14 If 
you all ask me anything in my name, I will do it.

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and 
God will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees nor knows the Spirit. You know the 
Spirit, because the Spirit abides with you, and the Spirit will be in you.

PROCLAMATION
Text Notes
See the discussion of the Acts 2 text in the readings for the Pentecost Vigil/Early 
Service.

Jeshurun, in Isaiah 44:2, is something of a pet name for Israel from Deuteron
omy (see verses 32:15; 33:5,26). In verse 4 there is a missing noun to describe the site 
of flourishing; I have supplied “places.”

Psalm 104 switches between second and third person as is common in the genre. 
Verses 14-15 use the word that means both bread and food in general in both senses.

In the Hebrew Bible the Spirit of God (and more broadly) is grammatically fem
inine. This is not easily visible when reading in English. Translators have historically 
avoided grammatical constructions that would require a pronoun for the Spirit in 
the First Testament. Rather, they repeat “the spirit” as the perpetual subject. I have 
adopted that practice for the translation ofjohn 14:17.

In Greek, in the Septuagint and Christian scriptures, the word for “spirit” is neuter, 
meaning that in the breadth of the scriptures the spirit is anything and everything but 
masculine. The deliberate choice to render the spirit in masculine terms in Latin texts 
such as the Vulgate reflects theological commitments apart from the grammar of the 
texts. If we were to hear Jesus speakjohn 14:17 in Aramaic, we would most l ikely hear: 
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“This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees her 
nor knows her. You know her, because she abides with you, and she will be in you.”

Preaching Prompts
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost marks the dawn of the Church, but 
it is not the dawn of the Holy Spirit; she births creation, hovering over her newly 
hatched brood in Genesis, and breathes through the scriptures, celebrated in the final 
verse of the psalm. Here in Isaiah 44, she is God’s promise for coming generations. 
The God of wind and flame in Psalm 104:4 is the same God, the same Spirit who is 
the wind and breath of the Pentecostal fire.

Isaiah 44 is significant for its strident monotheism in a largely henotheistic tradi
tion. Henotheism is the worship of one god above others while not denying the exis
tence of the others, i.e., “God of gods,” and “choose this day whom you wil l serve,” etc. 
But in Isaiah 44:8 God says she has never even heard of another god in the rhetoric 
of her poet-prophet. This is a bold, audacious claim, for the author is not ignorant of 
the world around her, nor is the God for whom she speaks. Rather, it is both creation 
and affirmation of a worldview, as is the Pentecost moment.

The psalm is rich with the majesty of creation. And in Romans 8:20 and 22 that 
same creation waits, longing for us, humanity, to live into the fullness of our glory as 
the children of God. That same mighty fire swirling spirit pays for us to live up to and 
into our full potential like the rest of creation, even when we do not know the words 
to pray. Indeed, language as we understand it is insufficient; the spirit intercedes, 
advocates, in sounds, sighs, beyond our capacity to interpret. The Gospel promises us 
that Advocate, Comforter, Intercessor who will be with us forever.

TRINITY SUNDAY
Hosea 11:1-4; Psalm 130:5-8; 131:1-3; 2 Peter 1:16-18; Matthew 28:16-20

Hosea 11
1 When Israel was a child, I loved them, 

and out of Egypt I called my child.
2 They, the Baals, called to them, 

they went out to the Baals;
they sacrificed and to idols,
they offered incense.

3 Yet it was I who walked toddling Ephraim,
taking them by their arms;
yet they did not know that I healed them.
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4 I led them with human ties,
with bonds of love.
I was to them like those
who lift babies to their cheeks.

I bent down to them and fed them.

Psalm 130
5 I wait for the Womb of Creation, my soul waits,

and in her word I hope.
6 My soul keeps watch for the Creator,

more than those who watch for the morning,
more than those who watch for the morning.

7 Israel, hope in the Mother of Creation!

For with the Creator of All there is faithful love,
and with her is abundant redemption.

8 It is she who will redeem Israel

from all their iniquities.

Psalm 131
1 Womb of Life, my heart is not lifted up,

nor my eyes exalted;

I do not keep company with things
great and too wondrous for me.

2 Rather, I have soothed and quieted my soul,
like a weaned child with her mother;
my soul is like a weaned child within me.

3 Israel, hope in the Wellspring of Life

from now until forever.

2 Peter 1:16 For we did not follow sophisticated mythologies when we made known to 
you all the power and coming of our Redeemer Jesus Christ, rather we had been eyewitnesses 
of his majesty.17 For Christ from God the Sovereign received honor and glory, a voice came 

to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well 

pleased.”18 And we ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven, while we were with him 
on the holy mountain.

Matthew 28:16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which 
Jesus sent them.17 And when they saw him, they bowed down worshipping him; but some 
doubted. 18 Then Jesus came and said to them saying, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching 
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them to obey everything that I have commanded you. Now look, I am with you always, to 

the end of the age.”

PROCLAMATION
Text Notes
In the first line of Hosea 11, “boy,” a very ambiguous term, ranges from prepubescent 
to young adult and can also represent minor or junior status among adults. The pas
sage moves between conceptions of Israel as a singular collective “boy,” to a notion of 
individuals, “them,” in the first two verses. In verse 3, “toddling” renders a verb made 
out of the word for foot, consistent with the child learning to walk and still being 
nursed, verse 4. Human “ties” in verse 4 is a pun, on ropes and cords and the bonds of 

human relationships.
In Psalm 130:8 Israel is a singular entity and their sin is also collective and singu

lar here.

Preaching Prompts
The three-fold way in which God has been traditionally named is male in form 
(Father and Son) and function (the postbiblical construction of the Holy Spirit 
as male). This rubric, which seeks to articulate the essential nature and identity of 
God to be used in worship and prayer, liturgy and preaching, allows men and boys 
to hear themselves and their pronouns identified with God along with the exclusion 
and invisibility of women and girls and nonbinary persons. This exclusion is forma
tive for men and boys in casting gender hierarchy from which they benefit in divine 
terms. For those who do not hear their pronouns invoke their creation as imago dei 
in the language of the Church, trinitarian language and the observance of Trinity 
remain a sanctified proclamation of male divinity. For this reason, this project offers 
more ways to name God, drawn from the scriptures.

While the overwhelming majority of God-language is masculine, there remains a 
significant collection of feminine imagery for and descriptions of God. The descrip
tion of the soul as a weaned child in Psalm 131:2 invokes an image of God as the 
mother upon whose breast it rests.

The Epistle writer uses rare language for God, Majestic Glory, in 2 Peter 1:17. 
(Hebrews uses “the Majesty,” on high in 1:3 and in heaven in 8:1.) The Epistle also 
comes with a healthy caution for those caught up in the Church’s often heated, occa
sionally violent debates over the Trinity, its Persons, and their relationships, hierar
chy, and origins. In disputes about “sophisticated” myths or mythologies—and, I add, 
theologies, philosophies, and church doctrines—the writer turns to their witness to 
the faith, what they saw and heard. In turn, they pass their testimony down to us.
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Matthew 28:19 is the place where what has become the primary Trinitarian for
mula occurs. (Galatians 4:6 has the same elements but presented discursively: “And 
because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of God s Son into our hearts, crying, 
‘Abba! Father!’”) While the traditional language will always have a place in the litur
gical lexicon, Trinity Sunday offers an opportunity to craft language that draws more 
widely on the biblical texts and traditions.

Some of mine include:

Sovereign, Savior and Shelter; 

Author, Word, and Translator; 

Parent, Partner, and Friend; 

Majesty, Mercy, and Mystery; 

Creator, Christ, and Compassion; 

Potter, Vessel, and Holy Fire; 

Life, Liberation, and Love.

SEASON AFTER PENTECOST (29)
The Season after Pentecost runs nearly thirty weeks. It is a season focused on the 
growth of the Church historically and, contemporarily, the growth of her members. This 
lectionary will focus on the stories of monarchs and monarchies, providing a curricu
lum through which those who read and preach these texts will engage in consecutive 
Bible study through Ruth, Samuel, and Kings. Counter to the traditional lectionary, the 
Hebrew Bible lesson drives the other choices.

PROPER 1 (CLOSEST TO MAY 11)
Ruth 1:1-14; Psalm 80:1-7; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-24; Mark 12:41-44

Ruth 1:1 In the days when the judges judged, it happened that there was a famine in the 
land, and a man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he and 
his wife and their two sons.2 And rhe name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his 
wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were Ephra- 
thites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and remained 
there. 3 Then Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left, she and her two 
sons. 4 They abducted Moabite women for themselves; the name of the one was Orpah 
and the name of the second, Ruth. And they lived there about ten years.5 They also died, 
both of them, Mahlon and Chilion, and the woman was left without her two sons and 
without her husband.
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