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Introduction the connection and centrality of F & L 

 Pastor Tom is sick today and last night ask if any of us had a sermon ready on short notice!!!  I 

only read the note this morning  then asked me “can you share one of your recent devotionals to 

the staff I did recently? 

o So, today, I will share w/ you what I share with the staff last month 

o It’s gone a be a short message 

 I was recently reading in 1Thess in my morning devotional time.  

o When I started reading, I came to 1 Thess 1:3 right at the beginning of the book 

o Paul says “2 We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. 

3 We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted 

by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 I thought…interesting…this is reminiscent of 1 Co 13:13 where Paul says… “13 And 

now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.” 

 As I continue reading in 1 Thess, I noticed that that love & faith were often paired together: 

o 1 Thess 3:6: “But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has brought good news 

about your faith and love. He has told us that you always have pleasant memories of us and 

that you long to see us, just as we also long to see you.” 

o 1 Thess 5:8 : “But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as 

a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet.” 

 And that is apart from the other passage where he develops either love or faith like in 1:8 & 3:12 

o 1 Thess 1:8 “The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your 

faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about 

it” 

o and 3:12 1Thess 3:12: “May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other 

and for everyone else, just as ours does for you.” 

 Then, I saw the same thing as I continued to read in 2 Thess, right at the start 

o 2 Thess 1:3-4: “We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly so, 

because your faith is growing more and more, and the love all of you have for one 

another is increasing.”…” 4 Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about your 

perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring.” 

 Then the same kind of pairing happens on a regular basis as I continued to read; 

o Ex 1Ti 1:5  “The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good 

conscience and a sincere faith.” 

o Ex Phil 1:5 “because I hear about your love for all his holy people and your faith in the Lord 

Jesus.” 

o Ex Gal 5:6 “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The 

only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.” 

 

 Conclusion: it is often not one or the other…It is both! Why?? 

o Because love & faith are at the heart of Xianity.  

o They are not a priority among other things or an essential among others 

 But the heart & purpose of Xianity 



 They are central to our relationship w/ God and w/ OAO 

o We are to love God with all of our strengths, our neighbor as Oself and OAO as Jesus loved 

us 

o We are to exercise our faith in God in the form of trust, commitment, allegiance & obedience. 

 Leaning on Him for the everyday life 

 Relying on Him in challenging times 

 The rest is just a footnote to these 2 central element of the faith 

 F &L are the purpose of  

o Our Salvation (faith being the means but also the purpose as we are called to, as we received 

him , to continue to live in him through faith & repentance Col 2:6-7 

o Our sanctification: …to remove what stands in the way of love & faith, either in the form of sin 

or of brokenness.  

o The law 

 In the OT: Gal 5:13-14: where Paul says that the entire Law is summed up in a single 

command: Love your neighbor as yourself” 

 Of the NT which is referred to as the Law of Christ or the Royal Law: “Love OAO as I 

loved you” 

o Preaching & teaching: which are meant to be transformative,  

 not just learning facts about theology & God 

 For too long, Xistianity has made K an end in and of itself. That is a mistake 

o Faith & love is also the purpose of Ministry 

 Eph 4:13 “to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be 

built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 

and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” 

o The Great Commandment and the great Commission:  

 It is the testimony of the Church 

 

 Not a cheap F & L 

o What is a cheap F & L? 

 It is a F & L w/o action, a F & L in words only 

o Real F & L come w/ actions attached to them 

 Ex 1 Thess 1:3 “We remember before our God and Father your work produced by 

faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord 

Jesus Christ.” 

 Real L & F produce somethings that starts in the heart and spring into action, 

movement, etc… 

 James 2:14-26 tells us that Faith that does not produce anything is a F that is dead 

 1Jn 3:18; trues love is recognize by action: “This is how we know what love is: Jesus 

Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and 

sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but 

has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 18 Dear children, let 

us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.” 

 The link between love & True is also an interesting one  

 But we have no time to cover this at the moment…not prepared   

 

 



Conclusion 

 Love & Faith are the heart of Xistianity 

o F & L go together, they are not separated!  

o If this is not our focus, then we are wasting our time & we are missing the point  

o This is what will make the difference in times of challenges and crisis 

o It is supposed to be our brand as Xistian 

 A faith that is growing and a love that is increasing…. 

o that is the purpose of the Xian life  

o What ever we do, it is for that purpose: it is to express love & faith 

 


