
 

 

 
 

April 17, 2022   ~   “Peace Proclaimed”   ~   John 20:10-29 
 
Today we are not celebrating a day called "Easter”…our focus is on the truth 
and consequences of Jesus’ victorious resurrection from the dead. 
 
I have been reading the fascinating story of Lev Nussimbaum.  Though Jewish, 
he took on the identity of a mysterious Muslim, as Essad Bey.  He was a prolific 
writer and orientalist. Lev was born in Kyiv but raised in Baku, Azerbaijan by a 
oil millionaire father.  He fled the Bolshevik revolution in 1920, through Georgia, 
to Constantinople, and to Italy.  Lev witnessed the turmoil of pre-WWII 
Germany.  He died tragically in Italy at age 36.  Lev witnessed and wrote about 
the destruction and bloodshed of revolution! 
 
We continue to live in a world that longs for peace.  Lev’s struggle to escape 
war is repeated over and over.  But Easter is all about the fact that true peace 
is proclaimed to the world through the resurrection of Jesus! 

• Peace is not just the cessation of military conflict 

• Peace is not just equalization of economic inequality 

• Peace is not an abstraction such as the peace symbol 
 

Peace is not even something that God expresses or imposes.  It is actually part 
of who He is!  In the Old Testament God is revealed Jehovah Shalom (Judges 
6:24).  The term shalom conveys completeness and wholeness.  In the NT we 

read that He is the God of Peace (Romans 15:33).  The NT term,  
communicates unity and reconciliation.  It is through the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus that God has made true peace possible!   
 
 

DIG 

 
That peace is lacking reminds us of the state of our world!  We may be tempted 
to look at far away evidence – war in Ukraine.  However, we know the need for 
peace in our own hearts.  The Bible describes our human brokenness as sin-
separation from God.  We are, in fact, “dead in sin” – but through Jesus we are 
reconciled (make peace) with God or “made alive” (Ephesians 2:1,5).   

We need a tranquil heart in a troubled world!  Interestingly, a common response 
to the risen Jesus was fear! 
 

• Jesus commanded “do not fear” (Matthew 28:1-10, Mk 16:1-8) 

• Jesus comforted “peace be with you” (John 20:19,26) 
 

After Jesus rose again, He appeared to many people.  I Corinthians 15:3-8 
explains this as a foundation fact for our faith.  This morning I want to tell you 
about three encounters of the risen Christ with people needing peace. 
 
 
[A]  From despair to delight – Mary – vv. 10-18  
 
Amid protests, Jesus had been anointed before-hand for burial in Bethany (see 
Mark 14:8).  At His burial, the woman were unable to complete the preparation 
of the body (Luke 23:56) so came on Resurrection morning to do so (Luke 
24:1ff and John 20:1-9).  What they found was an empty tomb!  No wonder 
Mary was weeping.  Crying or weeping is noted three times in the passage.  
This is despair upon despair – not just the death of her “Rabboni” (v.16, 
Aramaic for “teacher”), but the loss of His body! 
 
A pastor once asked some children what Jesus first words were after He rose 
again.  One little girl suggested:  “Ta da!”  What else could be said!?  Like this 
child’s comment, the appearance of Jesus to Mary appears abrupt.  Yet think 
how Jesus said “Mary” bringing peace to her heart.  She moved from despair to 
delight! 
 

• Delight came by hearing her name personally – v. 16 

• Delight came by bearing the best news possible – v. 17 
 

Magdalene Remembers 

By David Lyle Jeffrey 

Desire deep down is never done 

In grief it grows, a gnarled and ghastly thing 

Within, it gnaws, grates, burrows into bone. 

Before the sun arose I left alone; 

I could not wait, but weeping much would bring 

Rare perfume to the guarded tomb, would run 

Through fearsome soldiers, need far more, 

Despite dark death draw near to him I still adore. 

Imagine then my anguished heart! The grave was bare, 

Stone away and soldiers gone. What have they done? 

I cried aloud, then crumpled on a ledge in tears, 

Tore my garment, hair distressed; such awful fears 

Assailed my soul! Yet one stood by, had heard my cry and come, 

Though like a gardener, greater far. None can compare! 

His wounded feet I would embrace and pour my ointment out. 

I spoke his name and he spoke mine, yet stepped away. No doubt 

I wished for more, yet rejoiced in his "not yet." My Lord! He lives! 

Desire transcended, now I live in him whose passion pardons, heals, forgives. 



 

 

What about you?  Are you in despair upon despair?  Have you heard Jesus call 
your name?  Jesus calls us not in condemnation but with compassion! 
 

 
[B]  From danger to duty – Disciples – vv. 19-23 
 
The disciples were cowering behind locked doors (v.19).  What does fear do?  It 
paralyzes us from any potential we might have.  And it was in this state that the 
first followers of Jesus came face to face with the risen Christ. 
 
On Good Friday at the city-wide service, we saw a powerful portrayal of Jesus 
when He was arrested.  The disciples scattered!  Mark’s account tells us, “Then 
everyone deserted him and fled.  A young man, wearing nothing but a linen 
garment, was following Jesus.  When they seized him, he fled naked, leaving 
his garment behind.” (Mark 14:50-51) 
 
That does not sound like a group of disciples who had learned about God’s 
Kingdom from Jesus – a group that was to be sent out into the most amazing, 
privileged duty of declaring the Messiah!  No, this was a huddle of fearful 
followers hiding behind locked doors. 
 
What did Jesus say when He appeared?  “Peace be with you!”  He knew their 
fear.  He also knew He would release them to turn the world upside down.  Yet 
even in their fearful state Jesus called them to a purpose far beyond their 
imagination – commissioned in a similar way Jesus had (v.21). 
 
How could their lives take on such new purpose when they lived in such a 
hostile context?  How would peace take shape in their duty? 
 

• They would go in the power and presence of the Holy Spirit – v. 22 

• They would serve in the authority of Jesus – v. 23 
 
Major Ian Thomas describes the transforming peace of God in the life of a true 
Christ follower: 
 

Christ did not die simply that you might be saved from a bad conscience 
or eve to remove the stain of past failure, but to “clear the decks” for 
divine action….Christ through death destroyed “him that had the power of 
death, that is the devil” (Heb. 2:14b).  This indeed is victory!  You will be 
restored to your true humanity – to be the human vehicle of the divine 
life…Through peace with God you will have found the peace of God, 
which “passes all understanding.”  (The Saving Life of Christ, 
Zondervan, 1961, 13,16) 

 
How about you?  Are you hiding behind “locked doors”?  Are you aware of great 
danger in your life?  Fearful?  Jesus wants to speak peace into that place in 
your life. 
 
Of course, He alone is qualified to do so…He purchased peace on the cross 
and rose in victory! 

[C]  From doubt to dependence – Thomas – vv. 24-29 
 
I doubt there are many who have not heard about Thomas the disciple.  He 
missed the first appearance of Jesus. The disciples continued in some degree 
of fear.  John makes a point of the fact that the doors were still locked (v.26). 
 
Yet, they boldly declared “we have seen the Lord” (v.25).  Sadly, Thomas 
preferred pessimism.  An old joke asks, “What's the difference between a 
pessimist and an optimist?”  The answer?  “The pessimist says, ‘It can't 
possibly get any worse than this.’  The optimist says, ‘Of course it can!’" 
 
Thomas was rooted in his unbelief.  “Unless I see the nail marks…and put my 
hand into his side, I will not believe it” (v.25).  Maybe this describes you?  Are 
you holding out on depending on God for peace in your life because you have 
some arbitrary proof for Him to present?  No greater proof can God show you 
than the resurrection of Jesus Christ! 
 
A week passed, with the doors still locked and Jesus gifted to Thomas the most 
amazing encounter with Himself.  Notice carefully that the risen Christ was 
visible, and tangible, yet could appear without entering the doorway!  Once 
Thomas saw and touched the wounds of Jesus. 
 

• His response was dependence and trust – v. 28 

• His response foreshadowed others who would trust – v. 29 
 
Can you say with Thomas, “my Lord and my God”?  Will you trust Jesus today? 
 
 

REFLECT 

 
Phyrrus of Epirus was an ancient Greek king and warrior.  His name means 
“flame-colored” and he burned in opposition to Rome.  Regarded as one of the 
greatest generals in antiquity, Phyrrus battled the Roman army at Asculum (279 
BC).  In the process most of his forces were destroyed – but his name lived on.  
A “victory that inflicts such a devastating toll on the victor that it is tantamount to 
defeat” (WIKIPEDIA) is now referred to as a “phyrric victory.” 
 
Some may think that the brutal crucifixion of Jesus Christ was a “phyrric 
victory”.  Oh sure, Jesus displayed amazing self-sacrifice, but what was 
accomplished?  He was dead and defeated.  Was He not?  No!  Even in His 
sacrifice we see victory! 
 

• On the cross – “it is finished” – victory over sin 

• Out of the grace – “peace be with you” – victory over death 
 

      “I am leaving you with a gift – peace of mind and heart. And the peace 
      I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid.”  

(John 14:27 NLT) 


