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John 9  
 

Easter story background to the story in John 9 

Doubting Thomas – no believing without seeing: John 20:25 

Jesus shows Thomas His nail-prints and side: Thomas believes 

Jesus: Blessed are those who have not seen and believe (20:29) 

 

John 9:1-12: The miracle of sight comes to a man through belief 

Faith is a matter of taking God as His Word 

 

Introduction: The blessing of physical sight 

 

Handicaps of one kind or another are not due to sin but to serve to 

display the glory of God (John 9:3) 

 

Consider Jesus’ call to do the works of God: John 9:3 

 

Main Point of the story: faith brings sight, unbelief brings 

blindness 

 

1. The Unbelief of the Neighbours considered: John 9:8-12 

 

2. The Unbelief of the Pharisees conceived: John 9:13-17 

 

3. The Unbelief of the Parents confessed: John 9:18-23 

 

4. The Unbelief of the Pharisees confirmed: John 9:24-30 

 

5. The Belief of the Man contrasted: John 9:35-38 

a. Led to physical sight 

b. Led to true worship 

 

6. Summary: faith = sight; unbelief = blindness: John 9:39-41 

 

Knowing the reality of the resurrection comes by believing 

God’s Word (Romans 10:17)  

Sermon-based Small Group Discussion Questions 

 

1. Possibly begin by sharing about some of the most 

meaningful aspects of your Easter celebrations this 

year.  

 

2. After opening prayer together, share with one another 

about the significance of Jesus’ resurrection for you, 

and how you came to believe that it is true.  

 

3. Looking briefly at John 20:25-29, what do you think 

of Thomas’ doubts, how Jesus accommodated him, 

but also challenged him regarding his lack of faith?  

 

4. Read John 9. What do you think of Jesus’ answer to 

the question of the disciples as to why the man was 

born blind? How would you evaluate your own 

thoughts and actions about tragedy as it happens in 

personal experience, or otherwise?  

 

5. Thinking of the story, assess the reasons for the 

different responses of the neighbours (8-13), the 

parents (18-23), and the Pharisees (13-17 and 24-30). 

What do you think of how the healed man handled his 

inquisitors? What does it say about his personality, his 

character, his faith? 

 

6. What is the significance of the distinction between the 

man’s faith for healing and for worship (6/7, 35/38)? 

 

As you conclude your time together, talk and then pray, 

about the importance and implication of taking God at 

His Word.   


