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Keeping an 
Unlikely 
Promise

Luke 24:1-12

What this message is about

When Jesus rose from the dead he 
fulfilled a promise and an eternal 
plan to save all who would believe 
in him. 

Purpose of  this message

To provide evidence to the 
skeptical, hope to those in despair, 
and encouragement to the faithful 
concerning the actual resurrection 
of  Jesus. 

What does Luke want us to know 
about the resurrection of  Jesus 
that is important to our lives now? 

1. Jesus keeps his promises and 
the Father fulfills his plan.

Luke 24:1-8

But on the first day of  the week, at 
early dawn, they went to the tomb, 
taking the spices they had 
prepared.  2 And they found the 
stone rolled away from the tomb,  
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Luke 24:1-8

But on the first day of  the week, at 
early dawn, they went to the tomb, 
taking the spices they had 
prepared.  2 And they found the 
stone rolled away from the tomb,  

Luke 24:1-8

3 but when they went in they did 
not find the body of  the Lord 
Jesus.  4 While they were 
perplexed about this, behold, two 
men stood by them in dazzling 
apparel.

Luke 24:1-8

5 And as they were frightened and 
bowed their faces to the ground, 
the men said to them, “Why do you 
seek the living among the dead?  6

He is not here, but has risen. 

Luke 24:1-8

Remember how he told you, while 
he was still in Galilee,  7 that the 
Son of  Man must be delivered into 
the hands of  sinful men and be 
crucified and on the third day 
rise.”

Luke 24:1-8

8 And they remembered his words, 
and returning from the tomb they 
told these things to the eleven and 
to all the rest.

Luke 9:22

“The Son of  Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the 
elders and the chief  priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and on the 
third day be raised.”
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2. The resurrection of  Jesus will 
always be met with skepticism

Luke 24:10-11

Now it was Mary Magdalene and 
Joanna and Mary the mother of  
James and the other women with 
them who told these things to the 
apostles,  

Luke 24:10-11

11 but these words seemed to them 
an idle tale, and they did not 
believe them.

3. Wise people will investigate the 
facts about that day and then 
come to a decision

Luke 22:12

But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; 
stooping and looking in, he saw the 
linen cloths by themselves; and he 
went home marveling at what had 
happened. 

Acts 1:1-3

In the first book, O Theophilus, I 
have dealt with all that Jesus 
began to do and teach,  2 until the 
day when he was taken up, after he 
had given commands through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom 
he had chosen.  
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Acts 1:1-3

3 He presented himself  alive to 
them after his suffering by many 
proofs, appearing to them during 
forty days and speaking about the 
kingdom of  God. 

John 13:34-35

A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to 
love one another. 35 By this all 
people will know that you are my 
disciples, if  you have love for one 
another.”

John 17:20-21

I do not ask for these only, but also 
for those who will believe in me 
through their word, 

John 17:20-21

21 that they may all be one, just as 
you, Father, are in me, and I in you, 
that they also may be in us, so that 
the world may believe that you 
have sent me.

Next Steps

Love God: God has developed and 
implemented an incredible plan for 
your salvation. If  you are now 
persuaded by the evidence, then 
accept Jesus’ offer of  eternal life 
and begin a life as his follower and 
a true child of  God. 

Next Steps

Love Others: The resurrection was 
an event that created a 
community:  the church. Today 
commit to being a member of  this 
part of  Jesus’ Church called 
Magnolia Baptist. 
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Next Steps

Serve: The resurrection compelled 
the first believers to serve 
humanity by proclaiming an 
incredible message. 

Next Steps

Serve: Today commit yourself  to 
be involved in one of  the many 
opportunities at MBC to love 
people in the name of  Jesus and to 
tell your story of  God’s grace.  
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