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Introduction 
 
Resurrection is not predictable.  
Resurrection takes us by surprise. 
 
Its like… 
A man planting a bulb, thinking the purpose is only to multiply bulbs, but in fact, beautiful 
flowers come up as well and leaves everyone in a state of utter amazement. 
 
Its like…  
A women who loses a child, and sinks into years of despair, only to find that she has developed 
an inner resilience and faith – bold enough for others to lean on. 
 
Its like… 
A bureaucratic organisation that has got tired and stuck in the past, the whole structure comes 
apart, and it looks like what it stood for, the good that it did is dead. But then new ideas are 
birthed from a small team of volunteers outside the corporate structure. And everyone is in awe 
of this emerging new way. 
 
Resurrection is not predictable.  
 
 
On this Easter Sunday – we celebrate the resurrected life of Christ.  
Not only in and of itself, but because Christ’s life is the first fruits.  
A sign that there is new life for us all.  
For all humanity, for all of creation. 
 
The resurrection of Christ is profound theology, for us as followers of Jesus. 
 

(1) It is a message about our physical death. Death is final and death is real. And in Christ, 
God initiates a new creation – where all things are made new. And so… physical death 
becomes both an end and a new beginning.  
 

(2) And resurrection is also a message about living life now. Eternal life is most profoundly 
in this moment of time. 
 

In the gospel of John - Martha and Mary are grieving the recent death of their brother Lazarus 
and Jesus arrives at their home. Jesus asks them if they believe in the resurrection – and they say: 
“Yes Lord we believe that our brother will rise again at the last day”. But what about now? What 
about life now?  
 



And Jesus responds by saying “I am resurrection, I am life”. Present tense. Life Now. 
 
What does this mean for us?  
How do we live with Jesus claims?  
 
 

I am drawn to the ancient Christian practice of peregrination…  

This is a Latin term for “seeking the place of one’s resurrection”.  
According to Christine Valters Painter - The ancient Celtic monks would set sail in a rudderless 
boat without oars and let the wind and water carry them. They wouldn’t have a fixed destination. 
They would let ‘God’ lead them to the place of their resurrection.  
In a more metaphorical way, this can become a practice in our daily lives. We can live 
consenting to God, and allowing things to unfold, without overcontrolling or over structuring 
them.  
When that unexpected thing happens, or that person arrives unscheduled, we might say:  

“Oh this is what I am meant to do today”. 
Peregrination is about leaving the familiar in order to experience new birth, dying to the 
boundaries and securities of home to be alive to what one had never imagined before. 
“Wanderer – there is no road, the way is made by walking.” Poem by Antonio Machado 

 
 
Another practice comes directly from our Gospel reading today. 
 
The woman hear these words as they enter Jesus burial site:  
“Why are you searching for the living among the dead?” 
 
In this strange year 3 of a pandemic – there is so much dying around us. 
Small businesses, Faith communities, cultural and sports centres, strained relationships… its 
really hard to know what will survive and what will need to be put to rest.  
 

• We want to cling to what we have always known instead of entering into what we do not 
know (resurrection) 

• We have a tendency to follow the status quo than to risk the unknown  

 
This gospel story beckons us to slow down… 
Resurrection is different from resuscitation. 
It is not a process of bringing back the expected or known. 
 
It is a process of letting go, giving up control, giving up the secure… 
And waiting for the possibility of new life… 



 

 

These first century men and women were in process as we are. 
They didn’t know what would survive either…  

 

• The women are described as being perplexed and afraid 
• The men are described as dismissive  
• Peter is described as left ‘wondering to himself’ 
• And Jesus is nowhere in this story.  

These disciples are in a place of not knowing, insecure… filled with an array of emotions often 
associated with grief. 

It is a challenge for us to remain open to a process, when we don’t know the outcome… 
Especially if we have experienced disappointment in our life. 
In her book After the Rain, Alexandra Elle, describes herself at 8 years old as she sat waiting for 
her father to pick her up for a visit.  

She writes this:  
“I would sit in the nook at the window and wait for my biological father to come pick me 
up for a random visit. And in that waiting, I would count the steps outside leading to our 
door and watch the clock, wishing that time would speed up. More often than not, my dad 
wouldn’t show. The sun would set as tears formed in my eyes. Through that repetitive 
disappointment, I developed a habit of wanting to rush through everything—waiting was 
too painful. But I was ignoring the lessons that time was trying to teach me” 

 

Christian Theologian John Caputo describes this as Hope against all Hopes.  

Hope means that a great “perhaps” hovers over the world,  
“Perhaps” is risky business, a resolute staying open to a future that is otherwise considered 
closed.  
“Perhaps” continues a discussion that the authorities considered closed.  

“Perhaps” is not indecisive but is fueled by the audacity to hope.  
Hope is the risky business of calling for the coming of what we cannot see coming, of saying yes 
to the future, where nothing is guaranteed.  
 

Conclusion:  

What if beautiful flowers came up from dry, dead looking bulbs? 
What if faith and resilience were birthed in times of suffering? 



What if dying organisations gave way to unexpected ideas that produced a groundswell of 
action?   

Perhaps…  
Perhaps, it’s time to lift up our oars, let go control and let the wind of the Spirit lead us. 
Wherever she may. 
Surprise us. 

Amen. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


