
Sermon Notes, April 17, 2022 
Text: John 11:1-44

Introduction
Is there anything impossible for God? No! As Christians, that's our quick answer, but does it
always stand up to our experiences? It's one thing to say we believe nothing is impossible
for God, but how do you reconcile that belief when there seems to be a gap between your
expectations and your experience? 

There are some things God cannot do because he is God: James 1:13, Titus 1:2

Nothing is impossible for God: Jeremiah 32:17, Matthew 19:26 

Q - How do you reconcile a loving, omnipotent God with what you are or have experienced?

Q - How do you reconcile when there’s a GAP between your EXPECTATIONS and your
EXPERIENCE with God?

We've all had "if only...." conversations with Jesus.

The gap between our expectation and our experience is the place Jesus wants to fill
That gap cannot be filled by someTHING, only by someONE

"Life is fulfilled by things going according to plan, but by being in relationship with the I AM"

Jesus pushed against Martha's despair with truth. 
She needed intellectual support and to know Jesus was in control.

Jesus entered into Mary's grief and stood along side her. 
She needed emotional support and to know Jesus cared.

To Martha he gives “the ministry of truth” and to Mary he gives “the ministry of tears”

Their hope was based on the power of Jesus to make someTHING happen and it seemed
Jesus had failed their expectation.
Jesus was revealing thier hope was not in someTHING happening, but in someONE who'se
presence brought more than they hoped for and exceeded their every expectation. 
 
Jesus would soon exchange places with Lazarus, but that's what he had always i
ntended to do - transfer all that was his to us, exchange his life for ours. 
1 Peter 2:24 

 

I AM: "The Resurrection & the Life" - Week 6 - Pastor Jeremy 



Life Group Discussion
Warm-Up: 
“Could God create a rock, so heavy, that he can’t lift it?” Could he draw a square circle? 
What are some of the objections to the existence of God or of Jesus, that you've
encountered?
 
Study & Discussion:

1) What resonated with you from the sermon? What challenged or surprised you? What
questions do you have? 

Read John 11:1-44

2) Jesus stays where he is instead of going to where he's needed. How frustrating is that?!
Have you ever dealt with the frustration of feeling like there was a gap between your
expectation of Jesus and your lived experience? How did process that? What did you
discover about Jesus through that? 

"The gap between our expectation and our experience is the place Jesus wants to fill
That gap cannot be filled by someTHING, only by someONE"

3) Jesus dealt with Martha and Mary differently, to one he pushed against despair with truth,
to the other he sat in her sorrow along side of her. To one he gives “the ministry of truth” 
and to the other “the ministry of tears”. Discuss the following quote by TImothy Keller:

 
"Sometimes to lay truth on people when they’re grieved is absolutely wrong, but 

other times just to weep with them and not tell them the truth is wrong too.” 
 
 
 

4) The sister's hope had been in Jesus' power to make something happen, a way out of
their situation. Jesus reveals their hope is actually in his presence to help them through their
situation, offering exceedingly more than they'd asked for. When has God exceeded your
expectations?

Prayer: 
As a group read and reflect on 1 Peter 2:24, take turns praying a prayer of
thanksgiving for Jesus has exchanged in your life. 


