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-Our faith requires a revelation- 

Date: April 17, 2022 (Easter Sunday) 
1.  Texts:  Acts 10:34-43; Ps. 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:19-26; John 20:1-18. 

2.  Subject:  faith. 

3.  Topic:  genuine faith requires an individual acceptance of a changed life. 

4.  Aim:  encourage. 

5.  Proposition:  “When Jesus awakens faith in us, he speaks to us individually.” 

 

EASTER—OUR SINGULAR REVELATION 

 

When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 

standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said 

to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking 

for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if 

you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, 

and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned 

and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 

Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have 

not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to 

them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 

and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 

disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had 

said these things to her.1 

 

 It was a life-transforming experience for Mary Magdalene.  Not only had 

she seen the risen Christ, he had spoken to her.  Her life would never be the same. 

 

 Unlike Simon Peter and John, the Beloved Disciple.  Those two guys saw 

the evidence of the empty tomb, but still believed that a grave robber had stolen 

Jesus’ body.  Their life-transforming experiences would have to wait until later.   

 

 Mary Magdalene’s life was transformed through a personal, intimate and 

meaningful interaction with the resurrected Jesus.  He called her by name and 

spoke with her.  She saw him and learned what he had to say.  She went back to 

the other disciples and immediately began her proclamation.  Her life was 

transformed by her interaction with Jesus. 

 
1 John 20:14-18. 
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 If we are to genuinely celebrate Easter, you and I will need to be similarly 

transformed. 

 

 I’m choosing to believe that everyone in this room has already had at least 

one experience of a faith-filled transformation.  You couldn’t have kept up with 

all the turmoil and tribulations in the Church without such.  But every celebration 

of the resurrection requires a renewal of our transformation.  Being conquered by 

faith is not a one-time event.  It is a series of course corrections along a life-long 

path.   

 

 So, let’s think more about renewing our transformations through a personal 

and intimate interaction with the risen Jesus.   

 

 Christian faith is not about how much you know.  Christian faith is not 

mastery of a subject, as if you were preparing for your diploma exams.  The 

Christian faith is about loving and being loved.  That is, we love God with all that 

we are and we love other people in a parallel way.  That is, we are loved by God 

with all our flaws and we allow others to love us despite our flaws.   

 

 The love from, for and through God carries us through all the troubles of 

this life so that we might emerge in eternal life with God.  The love from, for and 

through God enables us to care in practical ways for others, even at personal cost 

to ourselves.   

 

 Christian faith arises from our personal and intimate interaction with God.  

This enables us to channel that faith on to others.  We do this through our words 

and actions, all of which reflect the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.   

 

 That’s the briefest explanation of the Christian faith.  Such faith arises in us 

because of our interaction with the risen Christ. 

 

 On this Easter Sunday, please hear again Christ call you by name and so 

renew your life-transforming relationship with him.  I am going to call Doreen to 

come up to the front, where I will speak Christ’s words to her.  She will then take 
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the card and read Christ’s words to the next person, who will then read the card 

to the next person.  Please note, that you do not have to have made a commitment 

to Christ to read the card to someone.  These are the words of the Christian faith, 

not of any individual believer.     

 

 Doreen… 

NAME, Jesus was born so that he might live God’s life on earth.  Jesus was born  

so that we might live God’s life in eternity.  Jesus’ death and resurrection proves 

that God loves you and is calling you to himself.  In his name I speak your name, 

NAME, and declare his saving love for you. 

 

 

 

  



Page 4 of 4 

-Our faith requires a revelation- 

NAME, Jesus was born so that he might live God’s life on 

earth.  Jesus was born  so that we might live God’s life in 

eternity.  Jesus’ death and resurrection proves that God 

loves you and is calling you to himself.  In his name I 

speak your name, NAME, and declare his saving love for 

you. 

 

 

NAME, Jesus was born so that he might live God’s life on 

earth.  Jesus was born  so that we might live God’s life in 

eternity.  Jesus’ death and resurrection proves that God 

loves you and is calling you to himself.  In his name I 

speak your name, NAME, and declare his saving love for 

you. 

 

 

NAME, Jesus was born so that he might live God’s life on 

earth.  Jesus was born  so that we might live God’s life in 

eternity.  Jesus’ death and resurrection proves that God 

loves you and is calling you to himself.  In his name I 

speak your name, NAME, and declare his saving love for 

you. 


