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DISCUSSION NOTES 
 
WE ARE GOD’S MASTERPIECE – Dave Solmes 

Ephesians 2:10 | April 17, 2022 - Easter Sunday 
 
INTRODUCTION: What are the many ways God speaks about Creation in the Bible? 
 
Read:  Ephesians 2:10  

Question: What does this verse say about “creation”. 
Paul says some of the most important and hopeful words in the Bible, "Created in Christ Jesus"  

 
Rediscovering the True Meaning of Easter. What do we know?  
 
 
THE EMPTY CROSS 
The cross did not just happen to an unsuspecting Jesus:   One day in Jerusalem Jesus did not just 
randomly say, “Oh, my public approval ratings are way down in Jerusalem, a lot of hostility, they want me 
gone, I didn’t see all this coming.  Jesus came on purpose – for the cross.  
 
Read:  Revelation 13:8  

There is nothing more certain in Time or Eternity than what Jesus Christ did on the Cross.   
 

Question: Why do we start the conversation about Easter at the Cross 
 
Answer:  
1. God punished His Son for human sin so that people’s sin should be confessed, repented, and 

forgiven. of.   The Cross reminds us that sin is real, and salvation is possible.  
2. The Cross is the place and time where the love of God was on full display and has now become 

the only gateway, whereby any individual can enter union with God. Salvation is easy to 
obtain,  because it cost God so much.  It cost Jesus His very life.  

 
 
THE EMPTY TOMB 
Read:  Luke 24:2-3  

Why this is such an important part of the story? 
a. The resurrection of Jesus Christ confirms the truth of Scripture and the gospel. 

 
Read:  Job 19:25  

The resurrection is the glue that holds every part of the gospel together. Without it, all people / 
including Christians believe in vain and live without hope. But, since Christ has risen from the grave, 
we have a hope and can affirm a Christ centered worldview to help us live responsibly on earth 
and then be rewarded for all eternity.  
b. The resurrection of Jesus Christ proves that Jesus is the Son of God. 

 
Merely recognizing that Jesus died for our sins is not enough; we must accept His resurrection to receive 
salvation and eternal life. Secondly. we will have no convictions or a Christian worldview if we don’t 
believe that Christ rose from the dead and is active in the world right now. Our idea about Jesus will be 
outdated, irrelevant. If Jesus is alive that changes everything.  
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THREE REASONS WE NEED TO CENTER OUR LIVES AROUND THE RESURECTION OF GOD. 
 

1. FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD 
Read Isaiah 59:2, Ephesians 2:3, Romans 4:25 
 
Justification means to “be put right with another.” Without someone stepping in to correct this 
situation, we cannot have the relationship with God that God intended. Through the death of 
Jesus Christ on the cross, God put our punishment on Christ so that we could be justified before 
God. The resurrection of Jesus confirms that God accepted Christ’s sacrifice for human sin on the 
cross and gives us access to a right relationship with Him. Therefore, when we believe in Christ 
and His death and resurrection,	(2 Corinthians 4:14) says, “we are united to Him in faith.” This union 
/ relationship with Christ means that when God looks at us, He does not see our unrighteousness, 
but the righteousness of Christ. It means that we have died with Him and will also live with Him. 
This union is made possible by the resurrection of Christ. This is the true meaning of Easter.  

 
 

2. FULNESS FROM GOD  
The Cross is the gateway into this new life: and His Resurrection means that Jesus has power now 
to convey His life to us. When someone becomes a Christian, they receive from the Risen Lord His 
very life.  
 
Read Philippians 3:10, Romans 6:5  
 
The proof that we have been through crucifixion with Jesus is that we now have a decided likeness 
to Him. The resurrection of Jesus has given Jesus’ authority to impart the life of God to us. What 
we know is that: Christ will make us altogether different kinds of people. We must believe that. 
“Old things have passed away…all things have become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

 
Question: In what ways does Jesus’ resurrection and impartation of resurrection change 
everything? 
Question: Why do so many find it difficult to get right with God? 
Answer: Never deciding once and for all about sin and grace. 

 
 

3. A FUTURE BECAUSE OF GOD  
a. Resurrection  

Read 1 Corinthians 15:20  
Question: what is a first fruit and how does this carry hope for us? 
Answer:  The word first fruits speaks of a sampling, a foretaste, or a glimpse. Jesus is described 
as the first fruits of the resurrection from the dead, meaning that His resurrection is a precursor 
to the resurrection that all believers will experience. Believers in Jesus Christ will enjoy 
resurrection life just like Christ did, with glorified bodies raised in power (1 Corinthians 15:42-
44). We may suffer in this life with pains and illnesses, loss , disappointments, but we will not 
suffer in the life to come. All earthly suffering has an expiration date, but the pleasures of 
heaven will never end. 
 

b. Judgement 
Read Acts 17:30-31  
Question: What will Jesus’ judge?  
Question: Why is it encouraging to know that God’s justice will prevail? 

 
What do you think of C.S. Lewis quote?  

“Once people stop believing in God, the problem is not that they will believe in nothing; rather, 
the problem is that they will believe anything. I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has 
risen: not only because I see it, but because by it I see everything else.”   -C.S. Lewis  


