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Trial and Triumph: They Didn’t just go Home 
Mark 16:1-8 

April 17, 2022 
Dan Hoffman 

 
He is risen!  [He is risen indeed] 
 
If you’ve spent any time on YouTube you’ve probably seen the Expedia ad that went 
viral – they’ve actually got several.  But I’m thinking of the one with the Scottish actor 
Ewan McGregor.  Do you know that one? 
 
It starts with him saying “Stuff, we love stuff.  And there is some really great stuff out 
there.  But I doubt any of us will look back on our lives and say ‘I wish I bought a slightly 
sportier SUV, or a thinner TV.’   
 
This is where the five seconds of mandatory ad watching runs out.  But unlike hundreds 
of other ads where I click to skip, this one I watched.  And Ewan continues “No one will 
say I wish I had discovered a crunchier chip or a lighter light beer.” 
 
And then Ewen walks through a bright yellow door at the end of a dark room and onto a 
beach and says: “Do you think any of us will look back on our lives and regret the things 
we didn’t buy?”  Or the places we didn’t go?”  It’s a brilliant ad for travel that captures 
our hunger for real life. 
… 
If you’ve got a Bible open it up to Mark 16.  And would you stand with me as we come 
before God’s word?  Hear now the word of the Lord: 
 
[Read Mark 16:1-16] 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated. 
 
Mark is the shortest Gospel.  It’s the least polished and most abrupt, and his 
resurrection account fits the bill.  It’s eight verses long, five of them are context, two give 
us the essence of the good news of Easter, and then we get a disappointing end. 
 
The end is so disappointing in fact, that early scribes felt something was missing.  And 
so they filled in the story.  That’s what’s going on in verses 9-19.  These verses are not 
original to Mark.  But Mark hadn’t made a mistake.  He wanted to leave us with a sense 
that the story wasn’t finished, and as such this ending is the gospel. 
… 
We will come back to that, but we are going to focus on verses 6 and 7 where the angel 
delivers the message of Easter.  And his message contains logic for the skeptic, grace 
for the broken, and a word of mission that invites us to change the world.1 
… 

 
1 Outline adapted from Tim Keller https://gospelinlife.com/downloads/the-empty-tomb-5513/ (Accessed April 15, 
2022) 

https://gospelinlife.com/downloads/the-empty-tomb-5513/
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First, logic for the skeptic.  So Mark tells us Mary Magdalene and the other Mary knew 
where Jesus had been buried because they watched Joseph of Arimathea burry Him on 
Friday afternoon.  And so Sunday morning they are there with some spices to finish the 
burial process.  But when they arrived Jesus was gone.   
… 
Okay, stop there for a second and think.  There were piles of messiahs running around 
in first century Israel.  Lots of people were frustrated with the Roman occupation and 
were looking for ways to end it.  And some of them claimed to be God’s messiah. 
 
Rome, however, had gotten really good at hunting these messiahs down and hanging 
them up.  And they did this because when they killed the leader all the followers would 
throw down their swords and go home.  And they all did – all the messianic movements 
of the first century shriveled up except one.  But this one was strange.  It exploded from 
hundreds into thousands and then millions within the first two centuries of the church.  
Something obviously caused this to happen.  But what was it? 
… 
Of course the early Christians would tell you the reason things exploded was because 
Jesus came back from the dead.  That’s why they didn’t go home.   
… 
But maybe that doesn’t work for you.  After all we aren’t Iron Age Neanderthals 
anymore.  We are sophisticated Canadians who know how the world works.  And we 
know people don’t come back from the dead.  And so most Canadians simply don’t 
believe the resurrection happened.  But obviously something happened so scholars 
have worked to present some other options. 
… 
One of the most common critiques of Jesus’ story is that it wasn’t recorded immediately.  
So today we are fascinated by the immediacy of information.  If you’ve been following 
the conflict between Russia and Ukraine, you will probably be used to hearing things 
like Russia says “the ship just caught fire and they are towing it to safety.”  But Ukraine 
says “We shot the ship, and it sank.”  And the reporter will say “We haven’t yet verified 
which side of the story is true.”   
 
We love news so fresh we don’t even know what the facts are.  But we are suspicious 
about information recorded twenty to thirty years after the fact, like Mark.  To us that 
sounds like legend, and so most Canadians think we simply can’t know anything about 
Jesus for sure. 
 
Well, as awesome as modern news is at recording the facts without bias, Mark makes a 
strong case for the veracity of his account.  
 
So if you’ve been to university you’ve written a research paper.  And one of the first 
things you learn about writing is how to cite your sources.  This shows your reader 
where you got the information and that you aren’t just making it up. 
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And every field has a little different way of citing sources.  So there’s APA and MLA and 
in theological circles we use the Chicago citation style.  But regardless of the style, 
everyone knows that when you see a footnote you can follow it to verify what has been 
said.   
 
Well, it turns out citing sources was just as important in the first century as it is today.  
People didn’t just believe everything that got written down, they wanted to confirm it.  
And so they developed a system of citing sources. 
 
Here's how it would work.  A huge emphasis was put on eyewitnesses who had actually 
seen the events take place.  And the best eyewitnesses were people everyone knew 
and trusted who were still alive.  And so an author would put the names of the people 
they interviewed for a particular part of their history into the text.  And then, when you 
came across these names you had the option of talking to the eyewitness and verifying 
the account.  This is how first century history was recorded. 
 
And guess what?  This is what Mark gives us.  This is why in one sentence Mark is 
telling us about the centurion looking up at Jesus as He hangs on the cross, and then in 
the next he is telling us about some random women who aren’t even part of the story.  
He says: 

Some women were there, watching from a distance, including Mary Magdalene, Mary 

(the mother of James the younger and of Joseph), and Salome. (Mark 15:40) 
 
Who cares?!  Why give us this random information?  It’s because these were Mark’s 
sources and everyone knew who they were.  So Mark is saying “this actually happened.  
Go talk to these ladies if you want.”  And you never get this source citation with legend, 
this is how history was recorded in the first century.  And this is why the disciples didn’t 
just go home. 
… 
“Alright” you say, “Mark could be a historical document.  But this doesn’t change the fact 
that the content is too ‘out there’ to believe.  We live in the scientific age; we know 
things now like, for example, resurrections don’t happen.  People were obviously way 
more superstitious back then.” 
… 
This is a second critique that is commonly leveled against Jesus’ story, but Mark doesn’t 
let us get away with this one either.  So if you’ve been with us through this series you 
know that Jesus predicted His death and resurrection multiple times.  For example, in 
chapter 9 He says: 

“The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of His enemies. He will be killed, 

but three days later He will rise from the dead.” (Mark 9:31) 
  
And Jesus says the same thing in chapter 8 and again in chapter 10.  And Mark is 
succinct; he never uses more words than he has to.  So if Mark says Jesus said 
something three times it means Jesus said it over and over.  “I’m going to die, but on 
the third day, the third day, the third day, I’m going to rise again.” 
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Well here’s the crazy thing, every time Jesus predicts His death and resurrection it goes 
over the disciples’ heads.  Peter rebukes Him once – that goes bad.  James and John 
try to use it as a segue into getting better seats in heaven – that goes bad.  And once 
the disciples manage to keep their confusion to themselves.  That’s the best they do. 
 
But the one thing nobody does is take Jesus at His word.  Nobody thinks “Wow, Jesus 
said He was going to come back from the dead on the third day.  It’s been three days, 
maybe we should go check things out.”  Nobody! 
 
Peter, James and John aren’t at the tomb.  And the women who show up come with 
spices for anointing a dead body not breakfast for someone who hasn’t eaten.  The 
Romans post a guard to keep people from getting into the tomb, but they aren’t worried 
about anyone getting out.  Why not?   
 
It’s because Romans and Jews 2000 years ago were just as convinced that death is a 
one-way trip as we are.  That’s why Rome spent all this time perfecting crucifixion – 
because 100% of the messiahs they crucified stopped causing trouble.  Nobody 
believed anyone was coming back from the dead. 
… 
And this is why when the eyewitness accounts started coming in that Jesus had risen, 
and their stories started corroborating, the disciples simply couldn’t just go home.   
… 
So Mark presents logic for the skeptic, but second he records grace for the broken.  So 
Jesus left a message for the women with some specific instructions and the angel 
passed this on.  He said: 

Now go and tell His disciples, including Peter, that Jesus is going ahead of you to 

Galilee. (Mark 16:7) 
 
Do you see the grace there?  I mean what message would you leave behind if your 
followers had acted like the disciples?  I think I would have said something like “Oh, and 
if you bump into the cowards who ran away – and especially the idiot who said 
“everyone else might desert you Jesus, but I never will” let them know that now is the 
time to dig up.  I’ll be waiting for them in Galilee”   
 
But that’s not the message Jesus leaves behind.  He says “Come meet Me.  I forgive 
you.  I love you.  I’ve chosen you guys to be on My team.”  That’s amazing. 
 
And Peter gets a special invitation.  Think about this: If you were Peter and the women 
came back and said “We met an angel, and he says “Tell My disciples to meet Me in 
Galilee.”  How would Peter have responded? 
… 
He would have said “You guys go.  Jesus doesn’t mean me.”  You see everyone had 
failed, but nobody failed quite like Peter.  He was the best at being the worst.  And so 
Jesus knows he needs more than everyone else and singles him out: “Go tell the 
disciples, and don’t forget Peter.”  Do you see the grace here for sinners?   
… 
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Sometimes we think grace means mushy niceness.  Like Jesus is just being extra nice 
to Peter because Peter feels extra bad.  But that’s not grace.  Grace is getting 
something you don’t deserve.  Grace is realizing we are so bad that the God of the 
universe had to die for us, but we are so loved it was His joy to do it.  Grace is the 
gospel.  And so Peter’s story is the gospel. 
… 
Remember, when Mark is writing this Peter is the big name in church – he’s the leader.  
And Mark gets most of his story about Jesus from Peter – Mark was Peter’s disciple.  
That’s why Peter gets named in almost every story – he’s the source. 
 
And so you might think Mark would flatter Peter, but he doesn’t.  Of all the disciples 
Peter’s the guy who drops the ball the furthest.  You would never make this story up. 
 
But if it was true you would only tell it if dropping the ball was the point – and it is.  You 
see Peter’s the guy who understands the most about grace because he fell the furthest. 
He’s the guy who doesn’t deserve to be in more than anyone else.  And this is his 
qualification for being a leader in Jesus’ church.  Peter’s story is the gospel.   
 
Indecently this is what is going on with the women too.  Mark finishes his Gospel with 
these words: 

The women fled from the tomb, trembling and bewildered, and they said nothing to 

anyone because they were too frightened. (Mark 16:8) 
 
That’s it?  After seeing an angle; after hearing the good news about Jesus, there is no 
‘happily ever after?  “No”, says Mark, “this isn’t Disney, and that’s not how the story 
goes.  Following Jesus isn’t about awesome people nailing it, it’s about God using 
broken people who never get over their need for a Saviour, to shine His light into the 
world.” 
 
This is why a few years later the Apostle Paul would say: 

This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: “Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners”—and I am the worst of them all. (1 Timothy 1:15)  
 
You see every other world religion is about strong people earning salvation.  Buddhism 
is about denying your desires and learning the four noble truths.  And if you do this well 
enough you too can reach Nirvana.  Islam is about how Allah accepts those who give 
themselves to the five pillars – people who profess and pray and fast and pilgrimage 
and give.  And if you do this well then you will be accepted into Paradise.   
 
But following Jesus is about grace not works.  And we encounter grace through 
weakness not strength.  Jesus only saves people who need a Saviour.  If you’ve got 
yourself covered then Jesus has no time for you.  
 
And this is why Peter becomes a big deal in the church – he’s the poster boy for people 
who need a Saviour.  And the good news of his story is that the same grace he received 
is available to you.   
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Friends, you don’t need to get your life in order to encounter Jesus, the path to grace is 
through repentance.  This means you admit you are broken and need Jesus’ help.  You 
see Jesus only saves broken people, so are you there?  Are you the chief of sinners? 
… 
In verses 6 and 7 Jesus has His messenger give us logic for the skeptic and grace for 
the broken, but He concludes with a word of mission that invites people like us to 
participate in His transformation of the world.  He says “Go and tell.” 
 
Here’s the point: of the piles of first-century messianic movements one thing sets 
Christianity apart – the resurrection.  But this historical fact doesn’t just mean everyone 
didn’t just go home, it also makes a difference in the way we live today.  It provides what 
we are all looking for. 
 
You see everyone is still hungry for the real things of this world.  This is what Expedia is 
poking at when Ewan asks: “Do you think any of us will look back on our lives and 
regret the things we didn’t buy, or the places we didn’t go.”   
 
That ad went viral and tons of people commented on it, and the comments read a bit 
like those on a religious video – except without the trolls.  There are no trolls posting on 
the Expedia videos.  Just post after post of “This ad has changed the way I look at life.”  
“This ad captures what really matters.”   
 
Of course the irony is it’s still just consumerism – if you spend your money on this then 
you will finally get what you’re looking for.   
 
But there is something true in the message, and that is that we are hungry for real 
meaning.  And of course the difference between the stuff we buy and the places we go 
is that the latter is an enjoyment of creation.  But what we are really hungry for is not 
creation but the Creator – but we want the creation too. 
 
I mean don’t you love the beach?  Doesn’t your heart sing when you see the birds come 
back in the spring?  Doesn’t a good hug bring you joy?  Could you imagine life without 
these things? 
 
Well the good news is you don’t have to.  Our Creator knows that we were designed to 
love creation.  And the resurrection points to this. 
 
You see the promise of the resurrection is not that one day we are going to sit on clouds 
playing harps.  Nobody wants that!  But the promise is that Jesus is going to re-create 
heaven and earth.  You see Jesus cares about bodies not just souls.  And so He is 
going to remake every thing into its perfect form. 
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The God we serve loves the physical.  He hates disease and poverty and hunger and 
death, and the resurrection proves this.  All these things are going away.  And this is 
what He invites us to proclaim.  This is the mission.  Jesus hasn’t redeemed us for us, 
He has redeemed us for the world.   
 
You see following Jesus isn’t about getting people to believe some stuff and obey some 
rules so they can go to heaven when they die.  Following Jesus is about living in the 
power of the resurrection right now.  A power that results in abundant life that fills today 
and flows over into forever. 
 
So yes, Jesus is coming back, and when He gets here everything will finally be set right 
in full, but we aren’t just waiting for that day to arrive, we live into it right now.  
 
This is why Jesus followers stand up against injustice when we see it.  This is why we 
seek to irradicate poverty and huger.  This is why we give ourselves to redeeming the 
physical world.  It’s because Jesus loves the physical world.  
… 
Martin Luther is purported to have been asked what he would do if he knew Jesus was 
coming back tomorrow.  And his answer was “If I knew Jesus was coming back 
tomorrow I’d plant a tree.”   
 
You see it is this ordinary world that is being redeemed and we get to participate.  The 
resurrection means all the things we love like BBQ’s and wine and hugs and mountains 
and even travel to awesome places aren’t going to be lost, they are being perfected.  
This world is awesome.  And we aren’t leaving it behind.   
 
Friends, God loves this world so much that He gave His one and only Son, so that it 
could be redeemed.  And He invites His people to join Him in bringing His salvation to 
the world.   
 
So brothers and sisters, we are it.  We are the Easter people of Prince George.  We are 
people who have been won by the logic of the cross and changed by its grace and 
invited to participate in its proclamation. 
 
The resurrection is why 2000 years ago people didn’t just go home, and it’s the reason 
we aren’t the same today.  So I say to you “He is risen!”  And you reply: 
 
[He is risen indeed] 


