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ARE WE FINISHED? 

“I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the 
work you gave me to do.” John 17:4 
 
 “It is finished”. John 19:30 
 

dam’s debt of sin is paid in full. God gave Jesus a 
mission, here on earth, that only He could 
complete.  A wise preacher recently posed this 

question, “Are you concerned about getting everything 
done that God has called you to do, while you are here 
on this earth?”  That same wise preacher went on to say, 
“Jesus dotted all the I’s and crossed all the T’s.”  That 
sermon left a real impression on this writer. 
 
We are all ordained with GOD appointed missions, here 
on earth, that we can only individually finish. That may 
sound like some heavy lifting. But we must remember 
this: God does not command us to do anything in our 
own strength. He always empowers us, equips us, 
protects us, instructs us, and provides for us. He even 
gave us an instruction manual with specific instructions 
for completion of our work.   
Just a few of His instructions are listed below: 
 
He gave us our “mission” statement: 
“All authority in heaven on earth has been given to me. 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.  And surely, I am 
with you always, until the very end of the age.”  
Matthew 28:18-20 
 
He gives us His purpose for our lives: 
“Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the 
Lord’s purpose that prevails.” Proverbs 19:21 
 
"Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always 
obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more 
in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with 
fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will 
and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose"  
Philippians 2:12-13 
 
 
 

 
He equips us for service: 
“Now to each the manifestation of the Spirit is given for 
the common good. For to one is given by the Spirit a 
word of Wisdom; to another a word of knowledge by the 
same Spirit; to another, faith, by the same Spirit; to 
another, the gift of healings, by the same Spirit; to 
another, the gift of working miracles; to another, 
prophecy; to another, the discernment of spirits; to 
another, the diversity of languages; to another, the 
interpretation of tongues. One and the same Spirit works 
all these things, distributing them to each one in 
particular as he wills.” 1 Corinthians 12:11 
 
He enables us: 
“Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around 
your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in 
place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, 
take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish 
all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of 
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God.” Ephesians 6:14-17 
 
He provides: 
“And my God will meet all your needs according to the 
riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19 
 
He instructs: 
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should 
go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on you.”  
Psalm 32:8 
 
“If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who 
gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be 
given to you.” 
James 1:5 
 
He gives us access to Him: 
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 Philippians 4:6-7  
 
 
He sent us the Holy Spirit: 
“But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you.” 
John 14:26 
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fine Listen, Lord: 

A Prayer 
By: James Weldon Johnson  

 
O Lord, we come this morning 
Knee-bowed and body-bent 
Before Thy throne of grace. 
O Lord-this morning- 
Bow our hearts beneath our knees 
And our knees in some lonesome valley. 
We come this morning- 
Like empty pitchers to a full fountain, 
With no merits of our own. 
O Lord-open up a window of heaven,  
And lean out far above the battlements of glory,  
And listen this morning. 
 
Lord, have mercy on proud and dying sinners- 
Sinners hanging over the mouth of hell, 
Who seem to love their distance well. 
Lord-ride by this morning- 
Mount your milk-white horse, 
And ride-a -this morning- 
And in your ride, ride by old hell, 
And stop poor sinners in their headlong plunge. 
 
And now, O Lord, this man of God, 
Who breaks the bread of life this morning- 
Shadow him in the hollow of Thy hand, 
And keep him out of the gunshot of the devil. 
Take him, Lord-this morning- 
Wash him with hyssop inside and out,  
Hang him up and drain him dry of sin. 
Pin his ear to the wisdom post, 
And make his words sledgehammers of truth- 
Beating on the iron heart of sin. 
Lord God, this morning- 
Put his eye to the telescope of eternity, 
And let him look upon the paper walls of time. 
Lord, turpentine his imagination,  
Put perpetual motion in his arms,  
Fill him with the dynamite of Thy power, 
Anoint him all over with the oil of Thy salvation, 
And set his tongue on fire. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And now, O, Lord- 
When I’ve done drunk my last cup of sorrow- 
When I’ve been called everything but a child of 
God- 
When I’m done traveling up the rough side of the 
mountain- 
O, Mary’s Baby-  
When I start down the slippery steps of death- 
When this old world begins to rock beneath my 
feet 
Lower me to my dusty grave in peace 
To wait for that great gittin’- up morning - Amen 
 
 
 

 
 
James Weldon Johnson, born in Florida in 1871, 
was a national organizer for the NAACP and an 
author of poetry and nonfiction.  Perhaps best 
known for the song Lift Every Voice and Sing”, he 
also wrote several poetry collections and novels, 
often exploring racial identity and the African 
American Folk tradition.   
 
The poem quoted above is from one of Johnson’s 
most celebrated works, “God’s Trombones: Seven 
Negro Sermons in Verse”. 
 
 



 
 
 

NMHM home 

April is National Minority Health Month 
(NMHM), a time to raise awareness about 
health disparities that continue to affect people 
from racial and ethnic minority groups and 
encourage action through health education, 
early detection, and control of disease 
complications. 
The 2022 NMHM theme is Give Your 
Community a Boost! As noted by the HHS 
Office of Minority Health, COVID-19 
vaccination, including a booster, is one of the 
strongest tools we have to end the COVID-19 
pandemic that has disproportionately affected 
communities of color. 

The theme supplements the Center for 
Disease Control’s recommendations to prevent 
COVID-19 transmissions, such as wearing a 
well-fitting mask, physical distancing, washing 
your hands often, and testing to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. 

NIMHD joins the OMH and other federal 
agencies to focus on empowering people to get 
the facts and give your community a boost! 
 
About National Minority Health Month 
Celebrated every year in April, National 
Minority Health Month: 

• Builds awareness about the 
disproportionate burden of premature 
death and illness in people from racial 
and ethnic minority groups. 

• Encourages action through health 
education, early detection and control of 
disease complications. 

 

 

 

 

 

The origin of National Minority Health Month is 
in the 1915 establishment of National Negro 
Health Week by Booker T. Washington. In 
2002, National Minority Health Month received 
support from the U.S. Congress with a 
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 388) that 
“a National Minority Health and Health 
Disparities Month should be established to 
promote educational efforts on the health 
problems currently facing minorities and other 
health disparity populations.” The resolution 
encouraged “all health organizations and 
Americans to conduct appropriate programs 
and activities to promote healthfulness in 
minority and other health disparity 
communities.” 

 
 
 

Source: NIH.GOV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
1. As Jesus rode into Jerusalem on Palm 

Sunday, what did He say would cry out if 
His disciples didn’t? 
A. The stones  
B. The angels 
C. The earth 
D. The animals 

 
2. What was the man carrying that John and 

Peter followed to prepare the upper room 
for Passover? 
A. A bushel of wheat 
B. A young lamb 
C. A pitcher of water 
D. A loaf of bread 

 
3. What did Jesus give to Judas as a sign that 

he was to betray Him? 
A. Glass of wine 
B. Bread 
C. Jar of honey 
D. Bag of coins 

 
4. What was the sign that Jesus gave Peter 

that Peter would deny Him? 
A. The sun would rise 
B. A rooster would crow twice 
C. Someone would build a fire 
D. Darkness would cover the land 

 
5. Where was Jesus when He was arrested? 

A. The temple 
B. A garden 
C. The upper room 
D. A courtyard 

 
6. At Jesus’ arrest. Who cut off the ear of the 

high priest’s servant? 
A. John 
B. James 
C. Peter 
D. The Bible doesn’t say 

 
 
 
 

 
 

7. Who was the chief priest who had Jesus 
arrested? 
A. Caiaphas 
B. Ananias 
C. Pilate 
D. Zechariah 

 
8. On what charge did the Jewish court 

sentence Jesus to death? 
A. Murder 
B. Blasphemy 
C. False witness 
D. Theft 

 
9. What was the name of the prisoner the 

people wanted released instead of Jesus? 
A. Barnabas 
B. Haman 
C. Barabbas 
D. Shalmaneser 

 
10. Who was told to carry Jesus’ cross for Him? 

A. Joseph of Arimathea 
B. John 
C. Simon the Cyrenian 
D. Peter 

 
11. Where was Jesus crucified? 

A. The Mount of Olives 
B. Golgotha 
C. Jerusalem 
D. The Hinnon Valley 

 
12. Which of these things did NOT happen 

when Jesus died? 
A. The veil of the temple was torn in two. 
B. An earthquake 
C. Many saints were raised from the dead 
D. The moon turned blood red 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
ANSWERS 

 
 
1. (A) The stones 

Luke 19:40  
 
2. (C) A pitcher of water 
  Luke 22:10.  
 
3. (B) Bread 

John 13:26 
 

4. (B) Before a rooster crows twice 
Mark 14:30 
 

5. (B) A garden 
Matthew 26:36, Mark 14:32. Luke 22:39 

 
6. (C) Peter 

John 18:10 
 

7. (A) Caiaphas 
John 18: 12-14 

 
8. (B) Blasphemy 

John 19:7 
 

9. (Barabbas) 
Matthew 27:15-21 

 
10. (C) Simon the Cyrenian 

Matthew 27:32, Mark 15:21 
 

11. (B) Golgotha (the place of the skull) 
Matthew 27:33 

 
12. (D) The moon turned blood red 

Matthew 27:51-53 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 He Lives 

 
 

Hallelujah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




