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Welcome & Introduction 

Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed! 

 
Turn to someone, either here or at home, and give them a covid appropriate elbow or fist bump saying: 
Christ is risen and receive the response, He is risen indeed. And if you’re watching at home, that’s worth 
another chocolate! 

 
Good morning, and welcome to Our Saviour Lutheran Church in Aberfoyle Park. Welcome to those of you 
tuning in through our love-stream today. We’re a family of Jesus’ followers in the southern suburbs of 
Adelaide, SA. I’m Peter Steicke, a good friend of this community, leading worship this morning. 

 
Hey kids, how’s your stash? You know, your easter egg stash! I went shopping for a family member and 
managed to find a dairy free, gluten free, soy-free, calorie free Easter egg. Here it is (show a stone). 
 

Easter is my favourite day of the year. Not only do you get to eat chocolate without guilt, but you get to 
celebrate that every promise Jesus ever made has come true. 
 

That’s the reality we’re celebrating this morning. And so, we begin in the name of the Father, the 
victorious Lord Jesus who the Father raised from the dead, and the Spirit of Life who made it all happen. 
Amen! 
. 

  

 
 

Songs 

 Living Hope  CCLI#7106807  

 In Christ Alone  CCLI#3350395 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9f2FXxDVO6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JWiFYJMGas0
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Bible Reading 

Luke 24:1-12 
 
On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and 
went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not 
find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that 
gleamed like lightning stood beside them.5 In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the 
ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has 
risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee:7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered 
over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’” 8 Then they remembered 
his words. 9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the 
others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this 
to the apostles. 11 But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like 
nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by 
themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened. 

 
 
 

Message 

What does it mean that Jesus is alive? 
 

This is a day of celebration, of possibilities, of hope of life in the middle of death. 
What does it mean that Jesus is alive? 
 
1. His promises are true for you. 

Have you ever had a reality check? You know, life is going along quite nicely thank you very much 
and then ... 
• your parents split up 

• your partner walks out 
• your best friend gets really sick 
• a relative dies 
• your boss tells you there isn’t any more work 

• your health deteriorates 
 
I’ve had a number of them recently with the death of my parents and some health issues. And we’ve 
all faced the covid uncertainty. All of a sudden, a situation comes in your life and you say, "Whoa! I 

am in a circumstance beyond my competency." Have you ever been there? 
 
That’s what happened with the disciples and everyone else after that first Good Friday. 
 

Jesus was dead. And he had promised so much. Thousands and thousands of people followed him, 
hung on his every word. Is it possible, could he be the one?  
• Can he lift my fear of death and what lies beyond? 

• Can he accept me when everyone else rejects me? 
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• Can my hurts really be taken by someone and can my guilt truly go? 

• Can he be my constant in a world of uncertainty? 
 
But then there was the reality check. Jesus is as dead as a dodo. Additionally, there were people 
with a vested interest in ensuring he was dead and stayed dead. Pilate placed guards all around 

the tomb and had the stone sealed. 
 
Yet God broke through. And when he does, it always has enormous implications for people. 

 

Every promise Jesus ever made hinges on whether he is alive or not. 1 Corinthians 15 → 
 
• And if Christ wasn’t raised to life, our message is worthless, and so is your faith. v 14 

• Unless Christ was raised to life, your faith is useless, and you are still living in your sins. v 17  
• If our hope in Christ is good only for this life, we are worse off than anyone else. v 19 
 
But Christ has been raised to life! And he makes us certain that others will also be raised to life. v 20 

 
Jesus promises: 
• I will never leave you 

• I am the resurrection and the life 
• I am going to prepare a place for you 
• You can have a fresh start 
• Your darkness and sin and death will be removed 

• I have life in all its fullness for you 
 
2. His presence is real for you 
 

Our bible reading tells us that the women went to the tomb with spices to anoint Jesus. They didn’t 
expect the stone to be rolled away and the tomb to be empty. They didn’t expect him to be alive. 
 
But God breaks in, stunningly, incredibly, supernaturally.  

 
Angels, earthquakes, the stone rolling away, guards falling over like stunned mullets, the grave 
cloths lying there as if a body has passed right through them. 
 

Yet this isn’t really about any of that.  
The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, ‘Why do you 
look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Luke 24:5 

 
What brilliant, life-changing words: “He is not here, but has risen.” 
 
This is about meeting the God who is alive. It is about Jesus’ ongoing presence. 

 
The women were frightened and yet very happy, as they hurried from the tomb and ran to tell his 
disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and greeted them. They went near him, held on to his feet, and 
worshiped him. Matthew 28:8-9 

 
Suddenly Jesus met them! 
He meets them in the midst of their overwhelming fear and their great joy. 
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Aren’t those ladies so much like us? Our lives are such a contradiction. We are a blend of belief 

and doubt, fear and joy, faith and queries, saint and sinner, confused and altogether, struggling 
and hopeful. 
Yet, just as Jesus met them in the midst of their contradiction and confusion, so too he meets you. 
 

You don’t have to become anything or anyone to be met by Jesus. He meets you here, right now, in 
the mixture of everything that is in you. He meets you in the midst of all life’s uncertainties and 
challenges. 

 
You don’t spruce yourself up for him. On the contrary, his presence is real for you even when you 
don’t believe all his promises and when you go with spices to anoint him. 
 

Picture this. Not hours before, these ladies have been watching them roll this stone over the 
entrance, and now they can grab hold of him. You can do that with God … grab hold of him. And 
they worship him. 
 

The resurrection of Jesus is not just about a power or a force but about you and God face to face, 
him right next to you, inside of you, in your deepest and darkest moments. 
 
In one of the manses we lived in, a retired man came and looked after our garden. We became 

friends with them. They were a beautiful older couple, always doing everything together. When 
Ray died someone asked his wife Jo, “Is anyone going to go home with you?”  
 

“I’ll be OK, I won’t be alone. Jesus is with me. Ray is with Jesus, and Jesus is with me.” 
 
3. His purposes will empower you 
 

Then Jesus said, “Don’t be afraid! Tell my followers to go to Galilee. They will see me there.” Matthew 
28:10 
 
“They will see me.” 

These disciples who denied Jesus, deserted him, mourned his loss, became discouraged, gave up 
hope … they will now see him. 
Jesus leads them and you into a new level of existence; to a different plane; to a new way of 
thinking and looking at the world. A resurrection way of looking at life. An Easter way of viewing 

challenges. 
 
You get to live beyond yourself, beyond what you’re capable on your own and by your own. 
 

You don’t give in to defeat and despair but you are invited to surrender—that is, to entrust 
yourself—to resurrection life. 
 

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 
become new!” (2 Corinthians 5:17) 
 
This new creation is not simply a polish up of the old one. It is a new work. God’s transformation. A 

complete overhaul. This is the Holy Spirit in action in your life on a daily basis. This is living from a 
redeemed perspective. 
 
How is this possible? 
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When Jesus handed himself over to his Father, he handed himself over for resurrection. 
 
The Jesus who had been handed over to death and abandonment, now hands himself over to the 
One who can bring him through death to life, the One who can bring you and me through death to 

life.  
 
God did not deliver Jesus from death, but he certainly delivers him from the dead. And that is an 

act of love for you and me. Knowing that what you experience here is not the end gives you 
purposeful living. 
 
The resurrection of Jesus is verification that there is a future for you that is beyond and greater 

than your past. 
 
It is a future caught up in Jesus and his resurrection life in you. 
 

You could do worse than to start every day by putting yourself into that bible verse: “I am in Christ. 
I am a new creation. The old ways are behind me, the new way ahead!” 
 
A few years ago, my friend Robin Krieg and I felt compelled by the Holy Spirit to go to Tenant 

Creek. Upon arriving, we noticed a steep hill right in the centre of town with a white cross at the 
top. We soon learned that it was called ANZAC Hill, and the cross was a memorial. Imagine our 
excitement when we saw this verse on a shiny plaque at the foot of the cross: 

 
“And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from 
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.” (Romans 
8:11) 

 
We reflected that it is a gutsy verse that accurately speaks out our true inheritance. So, three times 
a day, for each of the five days we were there, we climbed ANZAC Hill and declared the truth of 
this verse over Tenant Creek. Sometimes we whispered it, other times we shouted it. In doing so, we 

were releasing life over the town and its inhabitants. 
 
My invitation is for you to reflect on this verse, claim it as your own, speak the certainty of 
resurrection-life into your life, and declare its truth over your significant others. 

 
Easter means Jesus’ promises are true for you. 
His presence is real for you. 
And his purposes will empower you. 

 
“Dear Jesus, thank you for those words to your disciples and us after your resurrection: “There they 
will see me.” Holy Spirit, enliven Jesus’ promises in us right now. Assure us of his presence. We trust 

you, King Jesus, and align ourselves to your empowering purposes. Amen.  
 
 

Song 

 Mighty To Save  CCLI#74591782 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Sqb9hvJjb8
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Prayers  

Prayer points to ponder: 

o He is Risen!  What a wonderful celebration of your promises to us and the life we have in You.  

Lord thankyou that through Jesus sacrifice on the cross and resurrection, we have a future that 

brings us hope and purpose in this life.  Help us remember that you are with us always and 

that we have a resurrection life on this earth and a future with you in heaven. What a blessing! 

o We ask for your continued wisdom and guidance on our Call process, for our Call Committee 

and for the Pastor you are preparing to call to Our Saviour.   

o We pray for your comfort, help and healing to those suffering with COVID or those who may 

be isolated from others because of COVID. Reassure them of your presence in their lives and 

your unending love. 

o Be with those struggling with loneliness, depression, financial or health concerns. We pray 

especially for people in our own community. Remind them of your unending love and care for 

them and prompt each of us to reach out to those who need our support and friendship. 
 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

Apostles' Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.  He descended into hell, the 

third day He rose again from the dead, He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of 
God, the Father Almighty, from there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favour, and give you peace. Amen. 
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Song 

Happy Day  CCLI#4847027 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vlWPGWfIvwU
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