
Lay Preachers’ Bulletin – March 2022  
 
March’s lectionary notes have been provided by The Rev. Deacon 
Charmaine Evans, Deacon, St. Stephen’s, Calgary. 
 
March 6 – First Sunday in Lent  
Luke 4:1-13 (Propers BAS page 286)  
 
Lent and the focus of Lent is on repentance resisting temptation and the 
passion of Jesus. 
 
The reading focuses on the three temptations of Jesus which occur in the 
wilderness and Jerusalem.  
The three temptations and responses are read in;  
1. Verses 3 and 4    
2. Verses 6 and 7    
3. Verses 9-12  

 
• How are we tempted by these matters today.? 
• What does thinking about the setting and geography of this reading 

mean? 
• In the wilderness? Biblically think of Moses and 40 days or 40 years. 

Lost and still fed and hydrated, lost then found 
• What about Jerusalem? Seat of Religion and Power for Israel, 

Conquered by Rome  
• In Sharing the story who are the Characters in the plot?  Jesus and the 

Devil  
• Weave in the key meaning which is Faithful obedience is to God not to 

humans. Life is more than self reliance and our cravings. 
  



March 13 – Second Sunday in Lent  
Luke 9:28-36 (Propers BAS page 288) 
 
Transfiguration of Jesus 
The story attests to Jesus’s identity as a source of divine glory. In the story 
his time is with Moses who is receives and upholds the law and Elijah 
representative of the prophets. Jesus is the fulfilment of the law and 
prophets. His divinity is emphasized by his clothing which is dazzling white. 
 
We then experience and hear the voice and presence of God who does the 
following: 
 
• Declares who his son is - for the Disciples 
• Describes Jesus as beloved - he is ‘chosen’ 
 
The instruction is to listen to Jesus - requires and obedient response by 
everyone.  
 
Prayer - Jesus engages in prayer and sometimes in his encounters in prayer 
with God there are dramatic moments. We learn that consistency is needed 
in prayer to experience a spiritual encounter in our relationship with God. It 
is not just for Jesus but for all of us.  
 
  



March 20 – Third Sunday in Lent 
Luke 13: 1-9 (Propers BAS page 290)  
 
 
This reading is two stories in one reading event The first story is from Versus 
1-5 and the second is a parable is in verses 6-9. 
 
1. The first part of the reading (1-5) talks of two recent calamites that have 

occurred and Jesus uses them to illustrate his message. There are 
rumours that Pilot has used the blood of the victims of a massacre as part 
of a sacrifice and thereby demonstrating the brutality of Pilot. As readers 
this is our introduction to Pilot in the life of Jesus and ahead of his trial. 
Jesus also reminds them of a tower that collapsed without warning which 
killed many persons. These events remind us of our precariousness of 
our existence. The victims did nothing wrong. We must not equate tragedy 
with punishment or believe our good fortune as a special blessing from 
God. Tragedy and Hardship are swift however they nudge us towards 
God. 

 
2. In verses 6-9 we discover what Jesus is wanting to talk about is 

Repentance and imminent judgement because wrongdoing leads to 
destruction of one’s Soul. 

 
The reading is about a fruit tree which is growing but not bearing fruit and 
therefore could be destroyed however it has been granted additional time to 
bear fruit and is helped by the extra support by the way of manure and the 
gardener’s efforts. The role of the gardener is to do everything possible to 
encourage development. God does the same with us. Repentance allows us 
to become fruitful and we discover a changed perspective, a gift given by 
God. 
 
 
  



March 27 – Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 (Propers BAS page 292) 
 
The parable is framed like a relevant story Jesus is teaching that God 
welcomes sinners and Jesus demonstrates this by eating with the sinners 
and tax collectors.  
 
The parable is told in three scenes. 
 
1. Verses (11-19) 

The younger negotiating with his father. The receipt of his inheritance, 
his wasteful life, and his impoverishment.  The son receives his 
inheritance early instead of at his father’s death. He separates himself 
geographically and with his lifestyle. He ends up working for a gentile 
(Judaism does not permit eating of pork) The son realizes his father 
treats his servants better than the man he works for, and he returns 
home to offer himself in service to his father. God lets us make our 
choices  
 

2. Verses (20-24)  
The son’s homecoming and welcome by his father.  The father acts out 
love and compassion welcoming and inviting his son back into the 
home. God does the same for us he forgives and welcomes us home. 
 

3. Verses (25-32) 
The exchange between Father and the eldest son. The eldest son is 
hurt by his father welcoming his brother and his attitude alienates him 
from his father. The father acts as God would and reaches out to his 
faithful and loyal son and draws him in also. 

 
The teaching is God’s love is beyond human love. Jesus teaches us we 
cannot be righteous for we all return each Sunday as Prodigals bring our 
wrong thoughts deeds and actions. 
  
 


