
The Great Vigil of Easter 

Saturday April 16, 2022, 7:00 pm 

 

 
People gather silently in semi-darkness 

 

The Service of Light 
 

 
Celebrant 

 

Dear friends in Christ, on this most holy night, when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life, the Church 

invites people throughout the world to come together in vigil and prayer. 

This is the Passover of the Lord. 

We remember his death and resurrection by hearing God’s word and celebrating God’s mysteries. We now share in 

his victory over death and shall live with him forever in God. 

 

 

Holy God, we share in the light of your glory 

through your Son, the light of the world. 

Sanctify this new fire, and inflame us with new hope. 

Bless us with this Easter celebration 

and bring us one day to the feast of eternal light. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Deacon  The Light of Christ! 

People  Thanks be to God! 

 

Processing half way into the church… 

 

 Deacon  The Light of Christ! 

People  Thanks be to God! 

 

Arriving at the Altar… 

 

  Deacon  The Light of Christ! 

People  Thanks be to God! 

 

 

The Exultet             Sung by The Rev. Canon Lorne Mitchell 

 

Rejoice, heavenly powers!  Sing, choirs of angels! 

Exult all creation around God’s throne!  Jesus 

Christ, our King, is risen!  Sound the trumpet of salvation! 

 

Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendour, radiant in the brightness 

of your King!  Christ has conquered!  Glory fills you! 

Darkness vanishes forever! 
 

Rejoice, O Mother Church!  Exult in glory! 

The risen Saviour shines upon you!  Let this place resound 



with joy, echoing the mighty song of all God’s people! 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

 

May the Morning Star which never sets find this flame still burning: 

Christ, the Morning Star that came back from the dead, and shed his peaceful light on all creation, your Son who 

lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
Scripture stories, followed by silence, hymns and prayer 

 

Dear friends, 

Let us listen attentively to the word of God, 

Recalling how God has had love for people and creation throughout history, 

and in the fullness of time, sent his own Son to be our Redeemer. 

 

 

First Story       Genesis 1:1 - 2:4a      

   ~ told by Mark Allwood 

 

 
 

Silence 

 

 

 

Hymn 412 (CP) 

 

O God beyond all face and form,  

you willed it that creation’s hand should blaze,  

and chaos still its storm, and birth a universe of light. 

All things below, all things above are formed of your eternal love. 
 

The glory of the galaxies, the beauty of a baby’s hand, 

the thundering of the restless seas, 

the glory of the forest’s stand -   

all things below, all things above are formed of your eternal love. 
 

 

Prayer 

 

Creating, playful, abundant God, 

creation is filled with beauty and delight,           

with wondrous variety and colour. 

All creation is a song of praise to you, our Maker. 

By your grace, may we be faithful stewards of your goodness, 

deeply aware of the fragility of our precious life, 

joyful as we join the song of creation. Amen. 
 



 

Second Story    Exodus 14: 10-31, 15: 20-21   

   ~ told by The Rev. Stephanie Donaldson 
 

 

 

 

Silence 

 
 

Hymn 621 (CP)  

 
 

 Before the world began, one Word was there; 

 grounded in God he was rooted in care; 

 by him all things were made, in him was love displayed, 

 through him God spoke, and said, “I Am For You”.  
 

 Life found in him its source, death found its end; 

 light found in him its course, darkness its friend. 

 For neither death nor doubt nor darkness can put out 

 The glow of God, the shout, “I Am For You”. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 

God of steadfast love, your wonderful deeds of old 

shine forth even in our own day. 

You once saved your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh. 

Still you hear the cries of your people,                 

and your heart is broken by their suffering. 

Lead those who are enslaved home to freedom,       

set free those who are oppressed,               

and, in love, make us all your own. Amen. 

 

 

Third Story      Isaiah 55: 1-11                      

   ~ told by Mary Lou Kingham  

 
 

Silence 
 

 Hymn 360 (CP) 

 

 

Bless the Lord, my soul,  

and bless God’s holy name.  

Bless the Lord, my soul,  

who leads me into life.  (3 times) 
 

 

Prayer 

O God, source of our life,     

you fill our lives with goodness beyond measure; 

you give us hope beyond despair.  

Open our ears to hear, and our eyes to see 

those who suffer poverty, injustice and oppression. 

Quicken in us the fire of your love, so that we may 



do justice, live with compassion  

and walk humbly with you O God.  Amen. 

 

 

Fourth Story Ezekiel 37: 1 – 14               

    ~ told by Karen Hunt 
 

 
 

Silence 

 

 
 

Hymn 643 (CP)  Individual candles are lit during this hymn 

 

Holy Spirit, come with power, breathe into our aching night. 

We expect you this glad hour, waiting for your strength and light. 

We are fearful, we are ailing, we are weak and selfish too. 

Break upon your congregation, give us vigour, life anew. 

 

Holy Spirit, bring your message, burn and breathe each word anew 

deep into our tired living till we strive your work to do. 

Teach us love and trusting kindness, lend our hands to those who      

      hurt. 

Breathe upon your congregation and inspire us with your word. 

 

 

 

The Gospel According to Matthew 

Matthew 28: 1-10 
 

             ~ told by The Rev’d Canon Tom Patterson 

 
 

Prayer 

 

Eternal Giver of life and light, 

this holy night shines with the radiance of the Risen Christ. 

Renew your Church with the Spirit given to us in baptism, 

That we may worship you in sincerity and truth, 

And shine as a light in the world; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 



       

Hymn 228 (CP) 

 During this hymn the congregation is asked to move to  

the area around the baptismal font 

 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

O sons and daughters, let us sing! 

The King of heaven, the glorious King, 

o’er death today rose triumphing. 

 

Alleluia! 

 

That Easter morn, at break of day, 

the faithful women went their way 

to seek the tomb where Jesus lay. 

 

Alleluia! 

 

An angel clad in white they see, 

Who sat, and spoke unto the three, 

“Your Lord goes on to Galilee” 

 

Alleluia! 
 

The Ringing of the Bells 

 
~ A Joyful Peal of Bells 

~ Light fills the whole church  
 
 

Glory be to God in heaven, peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Giver of surpassing worth; 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Saviour, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, one in God’s great splendour bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 

 

Individual candles are extinguished 

 

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
 

 ~ the Rev’d Canon Lorne Mitchell 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



 

We thank you Creator God, for the water of baptism.  

In it we are buried with Christ in his death.  

By it we share in his resurrection.  

Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.  

 

Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son,  

we celebrate our fellowship in him.  

We pray that all who have passed through the water of baptism  

may continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

Be all honour and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Dear friends, 

through the paschal mystery 

we have been buried with Christ in baptism, 

so that we may rise with him to a new life. 

Now that our Lenten observance is ended, 

let us renew the promises we made in baptism. 

 

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

I do. 

 

Do you believe in God the Creator? 

I believe in God, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord. 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit. 

 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

I will, with God’s help. 

 

Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

I will, with God’s help. 

 

Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ? 

I will, with God’s help. 

 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, loving your neighbour as yourself? 

I will, with God’s help. 

 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 

I will, with God’s help. 

 

Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and respect, sustain and renew the life of the Earth? 

I will, with God’s help. 

 

All are sprinkled with the holy water 

                         
We pray together, 



 

Holy God,  

You have given us new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, 

and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

May he keep us faithful to our calling, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

 

The Peace 
 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia. 

 

May the peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

 

Offertory Hymn 212 (CP) vs. 1,4 

 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

The strife is o’er, the battle done; 

Now is the victor’s triumph won; 

O let the song of praise be sung: 

Alleluia! 

 

On the third morn he rose again, 

Glorious in majesty to reign, 

O let us swell the joyous strain: 

Alleluia! 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving     
(Prayer #2 BAS) 

 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider  Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

We give you thanks and praise, almighty God, 

through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Redeemer… 

…Now with all creation we raise our voices  

to proclaim the glory of your name, 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,    Schubert 747 (CP) 

God of power and might, (2x) 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 



Hosanna in the highest. (2x) 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. (2x) 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer continues 

 

…Through Christ, with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory is yours, Creator of all, and we 

bless your holy name forever.  Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

As Jesus taught us, let us pray,  

Our Father, in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today day our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Lord, we died with you on the cross. 

Now we are raised to new life. 

We were buried in your tomb. 

Now we share in your resurrection. 

Live in us, that we may live in you. 

 

    The gifts of God for the People of God. 

    Thanks be to God. 

 

Agnus Dei Jesus Lamb of God: have mercy on us.    Schubert 735(CP) 

Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace. 

 

Hymn During Communion 222           All Shall Be Well      (Song 46) 

 

All shall be well! 

For on our Eatser Skies 

See Christ the sun 

of righteousness arise. 

 

Jesus Alive! 

Rejoice and sing again: 

All shall be well 

for evermore. Amen.  

 

Together we say, 

 

Glory to God, whose power working in us 

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 

Glory to God from generation to generation, 

in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 

for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Blessing  

 



Hymn    205 (CP)  

  

The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad, 

the Passover of gladness, the Passover of God! 

From death to life eternal, from earth unto the sky, 

our Christ hath brought us over with hymns of victory, 

 

Now let the heavens be joyful; let earth her song begin; 

the round world keep high triumph, and all that is therein. 

Let all things seen and unseen their notes of gladness blend, 

for Christ the Lord is risen, our joy that hath no end. 

 

The Dismissal 

 

Let us depart in peace,  

rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!   

Alleluia! 

 

Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 
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