
Romans 4:22–25 (ESV) 
22 That is why his faith was “counted to him as  
righteousness.” 23 But the words “it was counted to him” 
were not written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It 
will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from 
the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was delivered up for our 
trespasses and raised for our justification. 
 

Philippians 2:5–11 
5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 
Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did 
not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of 
a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being 
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and be-
stowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.  
 

1 Corinthians 15:20–23; 53–58 
 20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a 

man came death, by a man has come also the resurrec-
tion of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 
shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: 
Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who be-
long to Christ.  
 
53 For this perishable body must put on the  
imperishable, and this mortal body must put on  
immortality.  54 When the perishable puts on the  
imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then 
shall come to pass the saying that is written: 
 

   “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
55 “O death, where is your victory? 
        O death, where is your sting?” 
 
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the 
law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast,  
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.  
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INTRODUCTION:   
 

 “If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.”  1 Corinthians 15:14 

 

 “God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. . . .  This  

 Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses . . .”  Acts 2:24, 32 

 

 “They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him on the third day.”  Acts 10:39–40 

 

 “[God] commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the 

 world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising 

 him from the dead.”  Acts 17:30–31 



1. The fact that Jesus has been raised from the dead means we can be made right with 

God. 

  

 “Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.”  Romans 4:24–25  

 

 

  

2. The fact that Jesus has been raised from the dead means he has unrivaled  

       supremacy. 

  

 Philippians 2:5–11 

 

 

 

3. The fact that Jesus has been raised from the dead means our daily work has new 

meaning. 
 

 “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing 

 that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”  1 Corinthians 15:58 

 

 

 “You are—strange though it may seem . . . accomplishing something that will become in due course part of 

 God’s new world.  Every act of love, gratitude, and kindness; every work of art or music inspired by the love of 

 God and delight in the beauty of his creation;  every minute spent teaching a severely handicapped child to read 

 or walk; every act of care and nurture, of comfort and support, for one’s fellow human beings and for that  

 matter one’s fellow nonhuman creatures;  and of course every prayer, all Spirit-led teaching, every deed that 

 spreads the gospel, builds up the church, embraces and embodies holiness rather than corruption, and makes 

 the name of Jesus honored in the world—all this will find its way, through the resurrecting power of God, into 

 the new creation that God will one day make.”  —N.T. Wright 

 

 

 

4. The fact that Jesus has been raised from the dead means we have hope in the face of 

death. 
 

 1 Corinthians 15:55 

 

 

 Since God raised Jesus from the dead, he can—and he will!—raise all those who belong to Jesus from the dead. 

 

 

 1 Corinthians 15:20–22 


