
who for us and all your people became the Christ,  
and who taught us to pray saying…  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is 
heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

A STORY FOR THE AGES – THE PASSION OF JESUS 

BETRAYAL 
 
God of faithfulness, … 
We pray for those who face fear this day:  

for those who, like Judas, hurt others in the pursuit 
of their own agenda;  

for those whose hopes have been dashed,  
for those who deny their problems and their grief.  

Give us strength, O God, to face the doubt of night and the 
struggle of day. 
 
HYMN: The Whole Creation Waits (Vs 1-2. Tune: VU602 Bless 
be the Tie) (projected) 

DENIAL  
God of courage, … 
We pray for those who face their own shortcomings this day:  

for those who, like Peter, let fear instead of love rule 
their hearts;  

for those who face unimaginable obstacles and 
danger,  

for those who do not know the grace of your 
presence.  
Give us courage, O God, to stand in the love in the face of fear . 
 
HYMN: The Whole Creation Waits (Vs 3-5. Tune: VU602 Bless 
be the Tie) (projected) 
 
A QUESTION OF TRUTH  
 
God of mercy,… 
We pray for people and places in our world 

made to suffer at the hands of the oppressor, 

and torn apart by conflict and war. 
Give us compassion and wisdom, O God,  

especially when our actions affect the most 
vulnerable in our world.  
Give us strength to seek peace through justice,  

to tend to the least, the last, the lost and the lonely. 
 
HYMN: We Did Not Know (Vs 1-2. Tune: VU625 I Feel the 
Winds of God) (projected) 
 
WRONGFUL CONVICTION  
 
SILENCE 
 
Shame, shame O God! Shame upon the world and your people! 
Protect us from the violence of heart and mind that allow us 
 to turn away in the face of suffering. 
We gather in the safety of crowds and become the very thing we 
hate. 
Save us: 
   when we become the oppressor 
  when we allow frenzy to replace loving action 
  when we forget we are your servants. 
Ground us, Oh God; steady us in your presence, love us 
through our sin. 
 
HYMN: We Did Not Know (Vs 3-4. Tune: VU625 I Feel the 
Winds of God) (projected) 

DEATH WITHOUT DIGNITY 

SILENCE 

Mercy, O God! Mercy among your people! 
Save us from the fear that turns strangers into scapegoats, 
 and scapegoats into sacrifices for our ease. 
In a world constantly set against itself, tangled in confrontation, 
we pray:  

for those who put themselves in harm’s way,  
for those who protect the innocent and free the 

persecuted,  
for those who say “no” to the powers of this world.  

Give us your strength, O God; the strength of humility and the 
power to forgive. 
Mercy, O God. Mercy among your people. 

ANTHEM:                    Were You There     
     



CARING BENEATH THE CROSS  

SILENCE 

We draw nearer to the Cross, and we lift up our broken 
promises and dreams…. 

We lift up your Creation, wounded by our neglect. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
 
We draw near the Cross, longing for justice … 

for the healing of systems that diminish and demean. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We draw near the Cross as people not at peace with our 
neighbours… 

as people in need of reconciliation with loved ones. 
Lord, hear our prayer… 
 
As we draw nearer the cross of Jesus, we also see his faith in 
you…. 

for the healing and restoration of all things. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
SILENCE 
 
WHEN SUFFERING IS ENDED 
 
SILENCE 
 
Lord of Life, be with all those who grieve the loss of their 
heart’s delight.  
Comfort those who walk the long road of grief.  
Comfort us, Lord of Love, and sustain us in all our days.  
 
Bless those who have brought joy into our lives,  

and have brought out the best in us.  
At the last, unite us in your eternal light of peace. 
 

WE MOVE INTO THE NIGHT 

✞ Hymn:  What Wondrous Love is This   VU#147 
 
✞COMMISSIONING  
   
POSTLUDE 
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THE DISRUPTION OF LENT 

Call to Worship (Responsive) 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you that are weary  
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”  
Here, at the cross, we lay down our brokenness and grief.  

Jesus says,  
“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me;  
for I am gentle and humble in heart.” 
Here, at the cross, we seek to walk in the way of love. 

Jesus says, “You will find rest for your souls.” 
Even here, at the cross, may it be so. Amen. 

Hymn:  Shadows Gather, Deep and Cold VU#134 

Gathering Prayer (Unison) 
God of Love, in Jesus’ cry of abandonment and grief,  
“My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?”  
we hear the cries of so many of your children.  
 
Be with us as we hear the suffering of Jesus,  
and the suffering of your world.  

Guide us today. Help us to walk the difficult path,  
of honesty, humility and change.  

We pray these things in the name of Jesus,  


