
SEEKING GOD TOGETHER 
 

PRELUDE   Gethsemane Prayer  (Hugh S. Livingston Jr.) 

 
Acknowledgment of Territory/Every Child Matters 
As we come into worship today, we acknowledge that we  
reside and worship on the traditional lands of the people 
of the Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation…and 
acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout  
the ages.   Laurie Bentolila 
 

INTRODUCTION TO WORSHIP 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 
INTROIT  At the Foot of the Cross(S.N.Dengler/L.Dengler) 

                                                                                                                                               
CALL TO WORSHIP      
Our journey through Lent and to the cross 
is not a lonesome pilgrimage. 
God’s faithfulness accompanies us. 
We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 
 
*HYMN   My Song Is Love Unknown     VU 143 
 
My song is love unknown, my Saviour’s love to me, 
love to the loveless shown that they might lovely be. 
O who am I that for my sake my Lord should take  
frail flesh, and die? 
 
He came from his blest throne salvation to bestow, but 
people scorned, and none the longed-for Christ would 
know. But O my Friend, my Friend indeed, who at my  
need his life did spend! 
 
Sometimes they strew his way, and his sweet praises 
sing, resounding all the day hosannas to their King. 
Then, ‘Crucify!’ is all their breath, and for his death  
they thirst and cry. 
 

Here might I stay and sing, no story so divine; never was  
love, dear King, never was grief like thine! This is my 
friend, in whose sweet praise I all my days would gladly 
spend. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Loving God, we come before you today, sad and  
humbled, standing at the foot of the cross. Our hearts  
are breaking, just like those few friends of Jesus who 
stayed. We hold up to you our broken and hurting 
world. We have witnessed so much anger and  
frustration, sickness and disease, hatred and cruelty, and 
senseless judgment. Our hearts break for the grief that 
surrounds us. Like the women at the foot of the cross 
who watched their hopes and dreams fade away in death, 
we too wonder, ‘what’s next?’ Remind us, God of  
compassion, that this is not the end. We need your love 
and strength now, as we grieve our way through  
pandemic, through war in Ukraine, through climate 
change; as we grieve our way through racial injustice 
and political division. May we lay our burdens down at 
the foot of the cross? (a time of reflection…) Turn anguish 
into hope, O God...free us from our regrets, from what 
we have left undone, ungiven, and unshared. Amen.  
(adapted...M.Parsons, Munn’s U.C., Oakville, Ont.) 

 
WORDS OF GRACE 
God walks with us in every journey. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
INTERLUDE   Variations on ‘Wondrous Love’  
     (Mark D. Himmelman) 
 

SCRIPTURE     Isaiah 53:1-6   (Rev. Andy) 
 (The suffering servant; despised and rejected.) 
 
SUNG RESPONSE  Stay With Me (Taize)  VU 950 

Stay with me, remain here with me, 
watch and pray, watch and pray. 

 

First candle is extinguished. 
 
GIFT OF MUSIC    In Remembrance (E. Daley) 
 
 

SCRIPTURE    John 18:1-14   Kathie Blackman 
 (...and he went out with his disciples.) 
 
SUNG RESPONSE  Stay With Me (Taize)  VU 950 

Stay with me, remain here with me, 
watch and pray, watch and pray. 

 
Second candle is extinguished. 
 
SCRIPTURE     John 18:15-27    Charles Truax 
  (Peter’s denial of Jesus.) 
 
SUNG RESPONSE  Stay With Me (Taize)  VU 950 

Stay with me, remain here with me, 
watch and pray, watch and pray. 

 
Third candle is extinguished. 
 
SCRIPTURE     John 18:28-40    Doreen Hiltz 
                     (‘Are You the King of the Jews?’)                                                                                                                    
                       
INTERLUDE    Wondrous Love… 
  
 
SCRIPTURE      John 19:1-22   Bill Newman 
     (Jesus is crucified.) 
 
SUNG RESPONSE  Stay With Me (Taize)  VU 950 

Stay with me, remain here with me, 
watch and pray, watch and pray. 

 
 

Fourth candle is extinguished. 
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GOOD FRIDAY 

April 15, 2022 
11:30 AM 

 
‘It is finished.’ 

 
 
SCRIPTURE   John 19:23-30  (It is finished.) Rev. Lorraine 
 
INTERLUDE    Wondrous Love... 
 
Fifth candle is extinguished. 
 
 
SCRIPTURE       John 19:31-42    Margaret Heney 
     (They laid him in the tomb.) 
 
SUNG RESPONSE  Stay With Me (Taize)  VU 950 

Stay with me, remain here with me, 
watch and pray, watch and pray. 

 
Sixth candle is extinguished. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & LORD’S PRAYER 
   Tolling Bell: Joyce Hagarty 
 
HYMN   When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  VU 149 
 
When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince  
of glory died, my richest gain I count but loss, and pour  
contempt on all my pride. 
 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast save in the death of 
Christ, my God: all the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 
See from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love  
flow mingled down! Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present 
far too small: love so amazing, so divine, demands my 
soul, my life, my all. 
 
 

 
EXTINGUISHING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 
Today is the darkest day of the year.  
Today we remember the power of these things 
which block God’s light. 
Today we remember them all; 
broken promises, fear and lack of trust; 
our inability to let go, and our wavering  
commitment. Today we experience the darkness 
of Christ’s death and the separation between God 
and humanity, portrayed in that death. 
It is finished. 
The light of the world has gone out. 
 
(The Christ Candle is extinguished.) 

 
 

********************** 
You are invited to depart the sanctuary in silence. 

 
*********************** 

 

 

Please join us… 
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www.auroraunitedchurch.ca 

  
 

AURORA UNITED  
CHURCH 

 

Rev. Lorraine Newton-Comar & Rev. Andrew Comar 
Music Coordinator—Margaret Heney 

 The United Church of Canada acknowledges that its buildings and ministries,  
from coast to coast to coast, are on traditional territories of Indigenous  
Peoples. 


