
Thursday, April 14, 2022 

Maundy Thursday Worship 

Communion 

Altar Stripping 

7:30 PM 

 

 

PRELUDE  Ubi Caritas et Amor – Gerald Near 

 
c. 1996 Aureole Editions 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin, 

death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to 

which we were called at baptism. [We have shared this discipline of Lent with new brothers and 

sisters in Christ who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil.] 

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of 

reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the 

celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and with one another. 

Please kneel or be seated for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 

the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 

hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

HYMN ELW 360 Love Consecrates the Humblest Act 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O God, O Servant of Love, 

this place is a table 

set with richness  

and more than enough to share. 



There are no enemies at this table; 

you have seen to that, 

because at your table  

you welcome and wash clean 

even those who could hurt us. 

O God, 

may we stay here? 

We know we cannot.   

So use this feast to fuel us  

for whatever trials we face.  

Amen. 

FIRST READING: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 

 

I love GOD because he listened to me, 

    listened as I begged for mercy. 

He listened so intently 

    as I laid out my case before him. 

What can I give back to GOD 

    for the blessings he’s poured out on me? 

I’ll lift high the cup of salvation—a toast to GOD! 

    I’ll pray in the name of GOD; 

I’ll complete what I promised GOD I’d do, 

    and I’ll do it together with his people. 

When they arrive at the gates of death, 

    GOD welcomes those who love him. 

Oh, GOD, here I am, your servant, 

    your faithful servant: set me free for your service! 

I’m ready to offer the thanksgiving sacrifice 

    and pray in the name of GOD. 

I’ll complete what I promised GOD I’d do, 

    and I’ll do it in company with his people, 

In the place of worship, in GOD’s house, 

    in Jerusalem, GOD’s city.  Hallelujah! 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 517 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

  

Lord, keep us steadfast in your word; 

curb those who by deceit or sword 

would wrest the kingdom from your Son 

and bring to naught all he has done. 

  
Text:  Martin Luther, tr. Catherine Winkworth 

Music:  1543 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 



GOSPEL: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned 

elsewhere: Jesus performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and urging them 

to do the same for one other. 

 
At the beginning of the reading: 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
At the conclusion of the reading: 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 358  Great God, Your Love Has Called Us 

 
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 

Text © 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.  

Used by permission 
Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING    There is a Fountain – early American melody 

setting by Dan Forrest 

 
c. 2009 SoundForth 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

SHARING OF OUR OFFERINGS 

As we receive our musical offering, we invite you to share your offering in one of the baskets 

located throughout the sanctuary.  May these gifts offered up in thanksgiving to God help spread 

the love of God into our community and world. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God, there’s nowhere we can go 

where you aren’t already waiting: 

in the vineyard, in the grainfield, 

in the places where we live and work, 

and most especially at this table, 

where your Son has promised to meet us; 

where he is both Host and Meal. 

Reveal yourself to us now. 

Amen. 

 

  



COMMUNION LITURGY 

The Lord is here. 

God’s Spirit is with us. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

SHARING OF COMMUNION 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Holy God, in this meal, you are present.  Go with us into the world that this meal might unite us 

to your work and your presence all around us.  May we go with faith that you go alongside us.  

In your Holy name we pray. Amen. 

 

HYMN ELW 347 Go to Dark Gethsemane vs 1-3 

 
Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854 

 

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 

Excerpts of Psalm 22 will be read as the disciples strip the altar, 

preparing it and us for worship to continue tomorrow on Good Friday. 

 

 

THE CONGREGATION DEPARTS IN SILENCE 

 

 

The liturgy for today’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2022 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176. The hymns and songs unless otherwise noted, are covered 

under copyright licenses; CCLI 1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are Public Domain. Copyright 2022.  

Lenten liturgy pieces © 2021 by Barn Geese Worship. Used by permission of Barn Geese Worship. 

 

Please continue to keep the following people connected to our congregation in your prayers: Bob 

Moran, Brian Allebach, Charles Krupp, Ann Brown Hager, David Mounts, Melissa Snyder, 

Sandy Umstead, David and Linda Kratzer, Leah Crater, Leanne Kratzer, Steve Keyser, Sydney 

Crossin, Paige Seasock, Peyton Seasock, Tal Umstead, Heidi Slook, Dorothy Rudolph, Mary 

Clayton, Michelle Baxter, Ruthie Jadick, Andrew Robison, Margaret Simon, Hailey Mientus, the 

Mientus family, Jeff Jadick, Loretta Diehl, Judy Ockenlaender, Heidi Guess, Ed Brown, Bruce 

Aldinger, Judith Hercek and Kassondra Sowden.  



  
 

St. John’s Holy Week Schedule 

  

Friday, April 15 – Good Friday 

Community Prayer Walk begins at noon,  

departing from four locations: 

Upper Perk YMCA 

Pennsburg UCC 

New Goshenhoppen Park 

St. Philip Neri Family Life Center 

  

Community Good Friday Service begins at 1 PM 

at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

  

St. John’s Good Friday worship service  

begins at 7:30 PM 

  

Saturday, April 16 – Holy Saturday 

Easter EGGstravaganza 10 AM 

Easter Egg Hunt, Crafts, Snacks, 

Story Time and the Easter Bunny 

All are welcome! 

  

Sunday, April 17 – Easter Sunday 

Coffee Fellowship – 8:30-9:15 AM 

Worship – 9:30 AM 

  

 


