
 

 

 

First United Church 

 
 

Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022 -- 10:30 a.m.  
 
                                                        Purpose:  Building Relationships, 

Living God’s Transforming Love. 
 

Gathering 
 

Prelude: Jesus Christ is Risen Today               Robert Hobby 
                 Festive Prelude on LLANFAIR             Mary McDonald 
 
                   
Welcome, Announcements, Candle-lighting                                                                         HD 
 
 

• Introit:   Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Give Thanks (chorus, verse 2, chorus)      VU 179 
(The Light of Christ and the Bible are brought in to prepare for worship) 

 Hallelujah, hallelujah. 
  Give thanks to the risen Christ; 
  hallelujah, hallelujah! 
  Give praise to God's name. 
 
 2 Spread the good news o'er all the earth: 
  Jesus has died and is risen.  R 
 
 Hallelujah, hallelujah. 
  Give thanks to the risen Christ; 
  hallelujah, hallelujah! 
  Give praise to God's name. 
 
 
 
Call to Worship:                                                                                                                        HD 
 
In this moment – where mystic and modern meet; 
in this moment – of empty tombs and heaven-sent messengers 
in this moment – of life, of death, of resurrection; 
we come. 
We come to wonder, we come to hope, we come to be. 
But most of all – we come to worship God!  Alleluia! 

[Richard Bott, when at Dunbar Heights UC, Vancouver, BC.  In “Gathering” (Lent/Easter Pentecost 2017) page 38.   
Used with permission] 
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Prayer of Approach:                                                                                                               RAV 
 
Loving God, in this moment of mystery, in this moment of hope, in this moment of life –  
open our hearts to wonder!  Open our senses to the possibilities!  Open the tombs  
that we have created, and show us that they are empty of what we’ve come to expect,  
but full of new possibilities.  Alleluia!  May it be so! 

[Richard Bott, when at Pacific Spirit PC, Vancouver, BC.  In “Gathering” (Lent/Easter Pentecost 2019) page 42.   
Adapted. Used with permission] 

 
 

• Hymn:      Christ the Lord Is Risen Today                                VU  157 (Tune 155)  
 
1 Christ the Lord is risen today, Hallelujah! 
 all creation join to say; Hallelujah! 
 raise your joys and triumphs high; Hallelujah! 
 sing, O heavens, and earth reply: Hallelujah! 
 
2 Love's redeeming work is done, Hallelujah! 
 fought the fight, the battle won. Hallelujah! 
 Lo, our sun's eclipse is o'er! Hallelujah! 
 Lo, he dwells in death no more! Hallelujah! 
 
3 Lives again our glorious King: Hallelujah! 
 where, O death, is now your sting? Hallelujah! 
 Once he died, our souls to save: Hallelujah! 
 where your victory, O grave? Hallelujah! 
 
4 Hail, the Lord of earth and heaven, Hallelujah! 
 praise to you by both be given! Hallelujah! 
 Every knee to you shall bow, Hallelujah! 
 risen Christ, triumphant now. Hallelujah!   

 
 
Children’s Story:                                                                                                                   RAV 
 
 
Jr Choir & Youth Ensemble:  “Alleluia!”      Mozart                  
                           
 
Scripture Reading:         I Corinthians 15:19-26  (told orally)   (Elizabeth Lariviere) 
                                         Luke 24:1-12  
                                       
 
Ministry of Music -   Come, Ye Faithful   R.S.Thatcher 

Gallery Choir 
                                                                             
Sermon: “Gone?”                                                                                                              HD 
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Chorus of Thanksgiving:   “Behold, Behold, I Make All Things New”                     MV 115 
 
 Behold, (behold,) behold, (behold,) 
  I make all things new, 
  beginning with you and starting from today. 
  Behold, (behold,) behold, (behold,)  
  I make all things new, 
  my promises true, 
  for I am Christ the way. 
    Repeat 
 
Time of Offering:                                                                                                                    HD 
 
Prayer of Dedication:                                                                                                             HD 
  
For all your goodness, God, we give you thanks. 
We dance and shout, “Alleluia!”   “Alleluia!” 
We sing and sign, “Alleluia!”  “Alleluia! 
We live “Alleluia!”  “Alleluia!”  Amen 

[Rt. Rev. Richard Bott, Vancouver, BC.  In “Gathering” (Lent/Easter Pentecost 2022) page 49.   
Adapted. Used with permission] 

 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 
Words of Invitation                                                                                                                 RAV 
 
Jesus said, “The bread of heaven, which comes from God, gives life to the world.” 
And the people said, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 
Jesus continued, saying, “I am the bread of life.  Whoever comes to me will never be hungry; 
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 
And no one who comes to me will I ever send away.” 
 
•  Communion Hymn:   We Gather Here            VU 469   
 
 1 We gather here in Jesus' name, 
  his love is burning in our hearts like living flame; 
  for through the loving son God fashions us as one: 
  Come take the bread, come drink the wine, 
  come, share the Lord. 
   No one is a stranger here, - everyone belongs; 
   finding our forgiveness here, 
   we in turn forgive all wrongs. 
 
 2 He joins us here, he breaks the bread, 
  the One who pours the cup is risen from the dead; 
  the One we love the most is now our gracious host: 
  Come take the bread, come drink the wine, 
  come, share the Lord. 
   We are now a family of which Christ is the head; 
   though unseen he meets us here 
   in the breaking of the bread. 
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3 We'll gather soon where angels sing; 
 we'll see the glory of our Lord and coming King; 
 now we anticipate the feast for which we wait: 
 Come take the bread, come drink the wine, 
 come, share the Lord. 
                                                               
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
 
Jesus, the Christ, is risen!                Christ is risen indeed!                                                    HD 
Lift up your hearts.                           We lift them up to our God. 
Let us give thanks to our God.         It is good to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Alleluia, thanks and praise, ever-living God, worker of wonders, power of restoration and renewal, 
author of life and giver of life eternal!  Out of chaos and fear you bring beauty and hope. 
Out of despair and death you create courage and new life. 
And so, with the risen Jesus, who makes all things new by the power of his resurrection, 
we join in the song of a new day to sing your praise: 
 
 
[Sung]  O holy, holy, holy God, O god of time and space. 
All earth and sea and sky above bear witness to your grace. 
Hosanna in the highest heav’n creation sings your praise. 
And blessed is the One who comes and bears your name always.   MV 203 
 
 
Blessèd is our sibling, Jesus, who had supper with his friends on the night before he died.  RAV 
There, he took a loaf of bread, thanked you, God, as we have thanked you, broke the bread, 
and gave it to them saying, ‘Take, eat.  This is my body given for you.  Each time you do this 
remember me.  Then, he took a cup of wine, and, after giving thanks, passed it to his friends, 
saying, ‘Take, drink.  This cup is the promise of God, made in my blood.  Each time you drink 
from this cup, remember me.’ 
 
Loving God, we rejoice in the gift of your grace, remembering Christ’s life and death, 
proclaiming Christ’s resurrection, waiting in hope for Christ’s coming again. Grant that 
in praise and thanksgiving, we may so offer ourselves to you that our lives may proclaim 
the mystery and transforming power of faith.  We proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
our judge and our hope. 
 
Holy Spirit, unite us around this table                                                                                         HD 
and strengthen us to live the resurrected life of Jesus, the Christ, in the world.  
We praise you, awesome God, Source of life and life eternal, through Jesus, the Christ, 
your Word made flesh, and in the power of your life-giving Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen 
 
 
Fraction and Distribution                                                                                          HD and RAV 
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Communion Chorus:  I Am the Bread of Life       MV 201 
 
 I am the bread of life broken for the world, 
 I am the cup poured out for all. 
 Those who believe in me will never die. 
 I am the life of the world. 
 
 
Prayer After Communion                                                                                                       RAV 
 
God of the earth and the whole universe, God of grain and grape, God who by the Spirit and in 
Wisdom became human, we thank you for your love and transforming power poured out upon 
us.  Having been fed with your grace and sustaining energy, let us continue to grow into your 
image.  Kindle a cleansing and renewing fire within us that our lives may show the light of your 
love.  Let your presence and Spirit, working through us, infuse your world with justice, peace, 
and joy.  We pray in the name of your Word made flesh, Jesus, the Christ, crucified and risen. 
Amen. 
 

• Hymn:                 “The Day of Resurrection”                                      VU 164   
 
 1 The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad; 
  the passover of gladness, the passover of God! 
  From death to life eternal, from earth unto the sky, 
  our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory. 
 
 2 Our hearts be free of evil, that we may see aright 
  the Christ in rays eternal of resurrection light, 
  and, listening to the accents, may hear so calm and plain 
  Christ's own 'All hail!' and, hearing, may raise the victor strain. 
 
 3 Now let the heavens be joyful, let earth its song begin, 
  the round world keep high triumph, and all that  is therein; 
  let all things seen and unseen their notes of gladness blend, 
  for Christ indeed is risen, our Joy that has no end.  
           

• Blessing                                                        
Amen VU 974                                                      HD 
Amen!  Amen! Hallelujah, amen! (3 times) 

 
  
Postlude –     An Easter Alleluya             Gordon Slater 

(The Light of Christ goes before us into the World) 

(To be included in credits) 
Communion prayers based on resources in “Celebrate God’s Presence” (United Church Publishing 
House, 2000). 
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