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Tell 
 
 
GOD STORY 
Jesus on a Donkey 
John 12:12–19 
 
KEY VERSE 
Lead a life of love, just as 
Christ did. He loved us. He 
gave himself up for us. 
Ephesians 5:2a (NIRV) 
 
LEADER TIPS 
• The teaching videos are 

usually 12 to 15 minutes 
long. Map out your time 
and plan accordingly! 
Make sure you can 
complete the full activity 
after the video at the very 
least. 

• This week, highlight that 
each of the kids has 
something they can 
share about Jesus. 

My Story 
 
1   |   CONVERSATION STARTER   (2 minutes) 
Invite the kids to share about any exciting things that happened to them 
this week. 
 
2   |   INTRO ACTIVITY   (5 minutes) 
Play a game in which everyone shares a story about themselves, another 
story someone else told them, and a story about Jesus. Introduce today’s 
Big Idea. 
 
 

God Story  |  Life Story 
 
3   |   WEEKLY VIDEO   (12 minutes) 
Watch the video, which includes host, God Story, Key Verse, and Life Story 
segments. Recap and discuss them together. 
 
 

My Story 
 
4   |   SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY   (12 minutes*) 
Decorate a postcard that will remind the kids what they learned today. 
 
5   |   WRAP-UP ACTIVITY   (8 minutes) 
Read John 12:13, discuss ways the kids could praise Jesus, and work on a 
group activity page. Wrap up with prayers of praise! 
 
 

Our Story 
 
6   |   DISMISSAL 
Connect with parents and give them take-home materials. 
 
 
*Extend as needed and adjust the timing for other activities. 
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My Story    

    
    

1  |  Conversation Starter 
 
SUPPLIES 
• None 
 
LEADER TIP 
• Use this quick activity to welcome everyone, build 

community, and set the tone for your group. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Greet the kids as they arrive and gather everyone 

in a group. 
b. Ask: 

• Has anything exciting or fun happened to you 
this week? If so, what was it? 

• What do you usually do when something 
special happens to you? Do you like to tell 
other people about it? 

c. Depending on the size of your group, have the 
kids share their answers with the people sitting 
closest to them or with everyone. 

d. Emphasize how great it is to hear stories about 
good things! We also enjoy telling stories about 
things that are important to us. 

  2  |  Intro Activity 
 
SUPPLIES 
• None 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Direct the kids to spread out in an open area. 
b. Encourage everyone to think of a story about one 

thing that happened to them this week—good or 
bad. 

c. Tell them that on the count of three they should 
find a partner to share their story with. 

d. Guide everyone to find partners and share their 
stories after your countdown. 

e. Repeat the instructions above but this time ask 
the kids to think of a favourite story that a family 
member or a friend shared with them. 

f. Repeat again and ask everyone to think of their 
favourite story about Jesus or something they like 
about him. 

g. To wrap up, introduce today’s Big Idea: We can 
tell others what Jesus has done. 
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God Story  |  Life Story   My Story 
    
    

3  |  Weekly Video 
 
SUPPLIES 
• Video file 
 
LEADER TIP 
• Take time to help the kids understand the links 

between today’s Big Idea, the God Story, and the 
Life Story. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Play the video. It includes: 

• Host segment 
• God Story (Jesus on a Donkey, John 12:12–19) 
• Key Verse segment 
• Life Story (Jenny used to find value in success 

and being a good student. Through living with 
depression, she learned to find value in Jesus 
and how he cares for her.) 

b. Recap the video teaching. Discuss: 
• In today’s Life Story, how did Jenny create 

opportunities to tell people about Jesus? 
• What stood out to you in the God Story? 
• What would you say if someone asked you, 

“Who is Jesus? What’s the big deal about 
him?” 

• What’s the Key Verse for this series? (The first 
part of Ephesians 5:2) 

  4  |  Small Group Activity 
 
SUPPLIES 
• Postcards 
• Washi tape 
• Markers 
• Magnets 
• Strong tape or glue 
 
LEADER TIP 
• Make sure everyone’s names are on their 

postcards. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Gather your small group to sit together. 
b. Give each person a postcard. 
c. Place the washi tape and markers where everyone 

can share them. 
d. Encourage the kids to decorate their postcards. 

The washi tape could become a frame around the 
edges. 

e. As the group works on their crafts, discuss: 
• What are your favourite stories about Jesus? 

Why do you like them? 
• Have you ever had a “Jesus experience”? For 

example, has one of your prayers been clearly 
answered or have you felt a prompting that 
you just had to follow through on? 

f. Give everyone a magnet and a strip of tape (or 
some glue). 

g. Direct the kids to attach their magnets to the 
backs of their postcards. 

h. Ask them to place their postcards on a metal 
surface at home as a reminder that we can tell 
others what Jesus has done! 
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My Story   Our Story 
    
    

5  |  Wrap-Up Activity 
 
SUPPLIES 
• Bibles 
• Palm Branch activity page 
• Writing supplies 
• Wall-safe tape 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Remain in your small groups. 
b. Make sure everyone has access to a Bible. 
c. Guide the kids step-by-step to look up John 12:13. 
d. Read aloud the verse. 
e. Ask: What did the crowds shout? 
f. Highlight that they worshipped and praised Jesus 

as he passed them. 
g. Discuss: How could you praise Jesus? 
h. Invite each person to write an idea or a word of 

praise on the palm branches. Have them sign 
their names, too. 

i. Pray together. Invite the kids to say the praises 
they wrote on the palms. 

j. Hang the activity page where parents will see it at 
pick-up time. 

  6  |  Dismissal 
 
SUPPLIES 
• Crafts 
• Take-home cards 
• Key Verse cards 
• Key Verse colouring pages 
 
LEADER TIP 
• Organize the take-home materials so they’re easy 

to access. It may be helpful to sort them before 
the lesson, then set out any crafts later. Consider 
having one leader focus on handing out 
everything. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their kids. 

Take a moment to share a highlight or two from 
your time together today. 

b. Give everyone a weekly take-home card. 
c. Offer a Key Verse card and a colouring page to 

anyone who has not gotten them this month. 
d. Remind the kids to take their crafts. 
e. Make sure their security numbers match before 

they leave your group’s space. 

 


