
 

The Rokebys to Japan March 28 Update 

 
Dear Family and Friends, 
 
We pray that this e-mail finds you enjoying the sights, sounds and fragrances of spring! Every 
March, we are reminded of how our journey to Japan began with Andrew’s hastily planned trip 
to do relief work after the 3/11 Great East Japan Earthquake.  That event continues to impact 
our lives. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Andrew, Tanja, John, Anna and the new baby 
 

Unforeseen Beginning 
 
It all began at 10:00pm on a Tuesday in May of 2011.  Andrew had been in contact with a 
Christian organization in Japan and trying in vain to arrange to volunteer in the area affected by 
the earthquake and tsunami.  When it seemed that things were not going to work out, he 
received an e-mail from the agency office, “Can you be here Friday?”  A few minutes of research 
netted the answer: “Yes, I can be there Friday, but I’ll have to leave tomorrow at 9:00am (in 11 
hours).  Can I call you to confirm?”  After a few minutes on the phone, a Saturday arrival was 
negotiated and a small-town kid from Timmins was booked to travel to Japan — alone.  That 
mission trip was a formative experience in Andrew’s life and led to his enrolment in seminary a 
year later and a return with Tanja as midterm missionaries in 2015/2016.  
 
Through these experiences our heart for the church in Japan has grown.  Only about 0.5% of 
Japan professes Christ as Lord and Saviour.  The average Japanese church has 25 members and 
many are smaller.  We look forward to coming alongside churches to resource them to use their 
Spirit given gifts to their full potential to see His church thrive and new churches planted.  As 
God continues to raise up partners for us, Andrew still remembers an e-mail received as he was 
getting ready for bed, “Can you be here Friday?” 
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A small Sunday morning church gathering in rural Japan (2016) 

Prayer Requests 

1. Continued health for Tanja and Baby number three and preparation for mom and dad 
with just 6 weeks left until the due date. 

2. Wisdom and discernment with 3 meetings with mission committees scheduled in the 
next two weeks.  Pray for deep and meaningful partnerships. 

3. Thanksgiving as missionaries stranded on home assignment and newly appointed and 
supported missionaries are now able to secure visas to enter Japan. 


