
Palm Sunday 2022 

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of 

God, counted it not a prize to be equal to God, but emptied Himself, and took 

upon Him the form of a servant.” (Philippians 2.5) 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

On the morning He was crucified, the Lord Jesus stood before Pontius Pilate, the 

Roman Governor. The chief priests had made this accusation: “We found this 

fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying ‘That 

He Himself is Christ a King’”. So, Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the King of the 

Jews?” In reply, Jesus said, “You say so.” But that was it. Jesus did not try to 

defend Himself. As the Gospel says, “Jesus gave Pilate no answer, not even to a 

single charge”. 

At some point during the intensity of that morning, while he was sitting on the 

judgement seat, Pilate’s wife, Claudia, sent this word to him: “Have nothing to do 

with that just man: for I suffered many things this day in a dream because of 

Him”. In spite of that advice, Pilate washed his hands of Jesus, whipped Him, and 

and ordered Him to be crucified. And with that order, another prisoner – a 

murderer named Barabbas -- was released and set free. 

At Golgotha, after much mocking and humiliation, the Lord was laid out on top of 

the rough wood of the Cross. His wrists were held, and His hands and feet were 

pinned to the wood by spikes. But that was not the end of the insults. People 

continued to challenge Him to save Himself. They sneered, “If Thou be the Son of 

God, come down from the Cross”. Interestingly, after Jesus breathed His last, and 

died, the Roman centurion who stood by watching, used that title. “Truly,” he said 

“this was the Son of God”. 

By reviewing the details and reflecting on the reactions of various people who 

were involved with Jesus on that Friday alone, it is obvious that there was a 

mystique about Him. The Jewish religious leaders called Him a King because that 

gave them some political leverage with the Romans. If Jesus was a King, He must 

be trying to subvert the Roman government. On the other hand, Claudia, Pilate’s 

wife called Jesus a “just man”. Barabbas, the murderer who gained his release, 

must have thought about Jesus as the One Who took His place – as His Substitute. 



And then there was the question of His divinity. In spite of all their insults and 

false accusations, the religious leaders and passers-by continued to use the title 

‘Son of God’. Was this beaten and bleeding Man Divine? Was this so-called 

criminal hanging on the Cross, the Son of God? King of the Jews; Just Man; 

Substitute; Son of God – in a certain way, these are typical of our human 

condition and egoism. We all are inclined to put our ’spin’ on Jesus. 

For example, for some people, He is simply a great ‘spiritual leader or 

philosopher’ like Mahatma Ghandi the great Hindu pacifist, the Dali Lama, 

Gautama Buddha, or Muhammad the founder of Islam. For these folks, there is no   

For others, although the ‘moral teacher’ aspect is important, there is an added 

piece of benevolence. Jesus must be the benevolent Christ.  He must be kind, big-

hearted, good-natured, compassionate, altruistic, humanitarian, philanthropic. 

For them, He is the ‘fund-raising’, ‘social justice’ cheer leader. He is the great 

community-minded politician you want on your side. He is like Santa Claus who 

fills my wish list. He is endorses the culture and champions every cause – in 

business, amongst the academics, the non-profits, the poor, the dispossessed, the 

middle class, the wealthy, the hockey, soccer, basketball and golf worlds, the 

educators and the field of medicine. Whatever your field, He is your champion 

with the magic needed to push your cause through. 

Still for others, He is the personal Validator who rubber-stamps our feelings. If I 

am feeling this, it must be true; and, if I am feeling this, He will make it happen. 

For these people, Jesus is a positive energy force. He is the One Who unleashes 

the power of positive thoughts. Therefore, my responsibility to think and to act 

with honesty and integrity is minimal. Logic, truth and responsibility are not 

important, feelings are. And, with Jesus as the Validator of my feelings, everything 

will be fine.     

The list could go on and on and on. And, as long as we try to make Jesus fit into 

our limited and selfish ideas, we will forego the new life He wants to give us. Our 

eyes will remain fixed on earthly things and we will never look beyond ourselves 

to the horizon. This is where today’s Epistle comes in. St. Paul told the Christians 

in Philippi to change their outlook. He said, “Let this mind be in you which was 

also in Christ Jesus.” In other words, allow your thought process to be 

transformed. If you really want to know who Jesus is, begin with what He did. 



Begin with His patience and humility, but keep asking ‘why’. Ask questions which 

go far beyond the questions which are asked of Muhhamed, the Buddha, or the 

Dali lama. For instance, of Jesus, ask: Why did He choose to stoop down from 

heaven and be born of the Blessed Virgin Mary? Why was He laid in a manger in 

the little town of Bethlehem? Why was He worshipped by Kings from the east? 

Why was He baptized? Why did He teach about the kingdom of Heaven and 

perform miracles? Why did He heal the sick? Why did He raise the dead? Why did 

He institute the Holy Communion? Why did He wash His disciples’ feet? Why 

were the religious leaders so envious of Him and hate Him? Why did He suffer? 

Why did He allow Himself to be falsely accused, humiliated, arrested and nailed to 

the Cross? Why did He say “It is finished” just before He breathed His last? Why 

did the veil in the Temple of Jerusalem tear in two by itself when He died? Why 

did He rise victorious from the dead? Why did He remain on earth and show 

Himself to be alive to His friends for forty days afterwards? Why did He ascend 

into Heaven? Why did He send the Holy Spirit at Pentecost? Why did He promise 

to come again? Why did He claim to be one with God the Father? 

If you do ask these questions; if you ask God to show you Who Jesus really is, He 

will lead you to this simple answer in today’s Epistle. Jesus is the only-begotten 

Son of God “Who, being in the form of God, counted it not a prize to be equal to 

God, but emptied Himself, and took upon Him the form of a servant.”  

Christ was in the “form of God” but took upon Himself “the form of a servant”. In 

the Greek, this word “form” has different meanings. On the one hand it can mean 

“the essential form which never changes”. So, that refers to essence, the core, the 

nature of something – ‘morphe’. On the other hand, there is the outward form or 

‘schema’ which changes from time to time and from circumstance to 

circumstance. (Barclay) 

The relation between morphe and schema – between the essential nature and the 

outward expression -- can be understood by thinking of a king or queen who takes 

off their royal robes and puts on the everyday clothes of a regular citizen, all the 

while remaining as the monarch, or the ruler of the land.  

 

 



He is our Saviour. And, because of His Resurrection from the dead, He is our LORD 

and King – the One with all power and authority. This is the truth about Who 

Jesus is, as God has revealed it to us in His holy Word…. May we believe this about 

Him with our minds AND may we love Him with all of our hearts.  

And now unto God Almighty: the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost…  

    

  

      

  


