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Welcome & Introduction 

Good morning, and welcome to Our Saviour Lutheran Church in Aberfoyle Park. Welcome to those of you tuning in 
through our love-stream today. We’re a family of Jesus’ followers in the southern suburbs of Adelaide, SA. I’m 
Peter Steicke, a good friend of this community, leading worship this morning. 
 
In 1982 I was sent to Sydney as a student pastor. That was the same year that South Melbourne were sent there to 
become the Sydney Swans. I was immediately a fan. After my final year of study in Adelaide in 1983, I was 
posted to my first parish, again in Sydney, beginning there in 1984. Many times, I’d make the drive to the SCG 
straight after worship services to join in the chorus, “Cheer, cheer the read and the white, honour the name by day 
and by night.” 
 
While I love my footy, it pales into insignificance compared to the reality of Jesus. Footy is a sideline, Jesus is for 
real and for ever! 
 
But if we cheer footy, how much more would we cheer Jesus. That’s what Palm Sunday reminds us of. As Jesus 
began the procession into Jerusalem, crowds cheered him every step of the way crying out “Hosanna! Praise him!” 
 
When some complained that they should be quiet Jesus replied that if these were quietened, the stones themselves 
would sing! 
 
So, if you’d like, please go into the entrance foyer to join in the Palm Sunday procession as we sing our first songs. 
 
But first, let’s pray: Let us pray. 
Father God, as we remember how Christ the King entered Jerusalem to the sound of joyful shouts, increase our 
faith and listen to our prayers, so that we may praise you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, every day, by living 
always in him. Amen. 

  

 
 

Songs 

 Hosanna / Hosanna  CCLI#21545 /4785835 

 King of Kings  CCLI#7127647 
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Bible Reading 

Luke 19:28-40 
 
28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he approached 
Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to 
them,30 “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which 
no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ 

say, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told 
them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 
34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 
35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it.36 As he went along, 
people spread their cloaks on the road. 37 When he came near the place where the road goes 
down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices 
for all the miracles they had seen: 38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, 
“Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 
40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 
 

 
 

Message 

Jesus’ choice of a donkey instead of a white stallion shows a lot about the kind of King he is. It was a real-
life picture of his humility and servitude.  
 
The second reading for Palm Sunday has always been Philippians 2:5-11 where Paul shows that the path 
upwards is always preceded by the path downwards.  
 
Jesus was exalted by the Father because he firstly humbled himself. 
 
“… though he was in the form of God, (Jesus) did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— 
even death on a cross. (Philippians 2:5-7) 
 
Anyone can be proud, arrogant, never-bending, or always right. 
 
But it takes true courage to be humble. It takes courage to choose a donkey when all the other options are 
yours for the taking. 
 
Courageous people are both teachable and embrace humility. 
 
“Good and upright is the Lord; 
    therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
He leads the humble in what is right, 
    and teaches the humble his way.” (Psalm 25:8-9). 
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I was listening to Jack Frost share on the Father-heart of God. Jack spoke of a person driving in the 60 km 
zone, in his own lane, minding his own business … with a truck coming towards him on the wrong side of the 
road doing 100 km/h. “I’m not moving!” declared the man driving correctly in his own lane, “It’s not my 
fault.” To which Jack added drolly, “Well, he just may be dead right!”  
 
Humbly courageous people will both see the need for change and then start with themselves. It’s a 
combatant for blame and an opener for the vulnerability that leads to intimacy. 
 
One day, Julie and I experienced one of those stand-offs most couples have. As usual, I was convinced I was 
in the right. However, because I was going out to pray with a guy who was going through relationship 
difficulties, I didn’t want my own silly argument acting as a blocker to his healing. So I took the high moral 
ground and apologised to Julie, even though I didn’t think I had to.  
 
As I was driving along to the appointment, I remember reflecting on how difficult it was to apologise. I’d 
been in the argument just as much as Julie had, and if the truth be known, I’d probably contributed even 
more to it. Driving along, I also reflected on how I used to be such a ‘good apologiser’ but wasn’t anymore. 
Perhaps it’s because I’d had more reason to! So, I did what I tell others to do, I asked God about it. “Father, 
what is there about me now that finds it so difficult to apologise, even when I’m glaringly wrong, when it 
didn’t use to be this hard?”  
 
It’s funny, quite some years later I can still remember exactly where I was driving—over the rail bridge at 
Mawson Lakes—when the Holy Spirit replied by bringing a bible passage to mind:  
 
“And all of you must clothe yourselves with humility in your dealings with one another, for ‘God opposes the 
proud, but gives grace to the humble.’ Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that 
he may exalt you in due time.” (1 Peter 5:5-6) 
 
Crossing the rail bridge, I reflected on the words, God opposes the proud. I recall thinking something like: 
“God is actually against the actions of the prideful. It doesn’t mean he’s stopped loving me, but I certainly 
place myself outside his blessing when I act in prideful stubbornness and resistance. No wonder it felt like 
pulling teeth lately. I’m full of pride.”  
 
Then I reflected on those words, he gives grace to the humble. My thinking went like this: “Being humble is not 
only what I want, it’s what I need. I need grace to apologise, to not want to be right all the time, to let things 
slip, to not always have to give a reply. Jesus, I give you my pride, and in its place, I receive the gift of 
humility.” And just like that, I was on the other side of the bridge. 
 
You can do this. You can surrender your pride which hinders your receptivity of grace, nullifies your practise 
of vulnerability, and therefore blocks out intimacy. Receive this promise for you right now: He gives grace to 
the humble. He longs to exalt you. Humility itself is not a possession you own or a product you earn, it’s a 
grace you receive. Exchange your pride for it, and it will bountifully be given. 
 
This is why humility is one of the fruit of the Spirit 
By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control. Galatians 5:22-23 
 
The word gentleness means meekness, acting in humility toward others. Meekness is not weakness. It takes 
strength, a courage that comes from the Holy Spirit. 
 
How do we get this? 
 
I love these two verses from Psalm 86: 
 
“Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; 
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give me an undivided heart to revere your name.” (Psalm 86:11-12, NRSV) 
 
“Teach me Your way, O Lord; I will walk in Your truth;  
Unite my heart to fear Your name.” (NKJV) 
 
“Train me, God, to walk straight; then I’ll follow your true path. 
Put me together, one heart and mind; then, undivided, I’ll worship in joyful fear.”  
(The Message) 
 
A humble person is a teachable person. Anyone who wants to mature does so by adopting a teachable 
spirit. That’s the person who will ask questions, check in with others, look for feedback, and use phrases such 
as “I don’t know”, “I’m stuck”, “Will you show me?” 
 
In this instance, we’re not thinking of teaching as lecturing or preaching. Rather, we’re speaking of modelling, 
showing, and sharing, as well as talking. Think of teaching a youngster how to cook. You work the dough, 
and then it’s their turn to get messy. Rarely will they have read the recipe; that’s your job. Theirs is to copy. 
 
A good question to ask and prayerfully reflect on is: how teachable am I? How do I respond to criticism? 
How well do I learn from my mistakes? Do I seek out the input and perspective of others? How willing am I to 
let others do the jobs I like and get the credit I want? 
 
Humility, coupled with a secure identity, liberates us from having to chase what others have got or to follow 
current trends. 
 
Jesus’ humility was not self-abasement. It was trust rightly placed. He could follow the low path because he 
was secure as a Son in the love of his Father. 
 
You, too, are a daughter or a son. Secure in the love of the Father, you can choose the path of humility and 
service, seeing your relationships prosper and flourish as a result. Amen. 

 
 

Song 

 What a Beautiful Name / Agnus Dei medley  CCLI#7068424 /626713 

 

Prayers  

Prayer points to ponder: 

o Lord Jesus, help us to be humble and gracious as you were.  Help us to reflect on the times in 

our relationships and responses where we have been less than humble.  Remind us of who we 

are in you and give us courage through your Holy Spirit to accept when we are wrong, or 

when we are not sure and allow you to work through us, to mould and shape and teach us. 

o We ask for your continued wisdom and guidance on our Call process, for our Call Committee 

and for the Pastor you are preparing to call to Our Saviour.   
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o We pray for your comfort, help and healing to those suffering with COVID or those who may 

be isolated from others because of COVID. Reassure them of your presence in their lives and 

your unending love. 

o Be with those struggling with loneliness, depression, financial or health concerns. We pray 

especially for people in our own community. Remind them of your unending love and care for 

them and prompt each of us to reach out to those who need our support and friendship. 
 

The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

Apostles' Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.  He descended into hell, the 
third day He rose again from the dead, He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of 

God, the Father Almighty, from there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favour, and give you peace. Amen. 

 

Song 

The Blessing  CCLI#7147007 
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