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As our Gospel reading begins today, Jesus has been in front of the leaders of the religious 

community, the chief priests and scribes. They don’t know how to deal with him, so they bring 

him to Pilate. Pilate does know what to do with Jesus either, so he sends him to Herod. Herod 

himself doesn’t know what to do with Jesus, so he sends him back to Pilate. Pilate can’t find any 

reason to condemn Jesus but the chief priests and scribes will not leave him alone until he 

finally gives in and sentences Jesus to death. All within 24 hours. 
 

As I read through this scripture, I thought of the people currently in our court systems. Jesus 

was tried and sentenced very quickly. Some people currently have been waiting over two years 

just for a court date. In a system when innocence is presumed, that doesn’t seem right. Some of 

those people are innocent. And yet, they suffer through waiting to go to trial. They may be held 

in prison. They may be released but not be welcome back at their workplace. There are many 

ways they can and do suffer.  
 

But it is not just charged criminals who are suffering. Divorces are held up. Child custody is held 

up. Landlords and tenants’ cases are held up.  People trying to get their affairs settled are held 

up. This pandemic has taken a slow court system and ground it to a snail’s pace. 
 

Jesus stood before the various judges, civil and religious, and maintains his composure while 

they argue about his guilt. His case would never make it onto one of our tv court shows. It is not 

exciting enough. Jesus doesn’t argue or defend himself. He just stands before them. 
 

Now, I don’t tend to watch tv shows but occasionally a scene from one will play on Facebook. 

They are always pretty dramatic. But I have attended real court rooms. They usually involve one 

lawyer against another, each trying to prove their side the best. 
 

We in Canada have a reasonably fair court system. Everyone gets their time in court. Many 

places in the world are not so fair. 
 

But, our court system is not perfect and this pandemic has truly caused major problems. Our 

criminal justice system was created to keep all communities safe, foster prevention and 

rehabilitation, and ensure fair and equal justice. But in too many places, and in too many ways, 

our system is falling short of that mandate and with devastating consequences. 
 

 According to CBC, “Indigenous people make up about 32 per cent of the federal prison 

population, despite accounting for less than five per cent of the total population. Indigenous 

women, meanwhile, account for 48 per cent of the population in women's prisons.” 
 

In 2016-2017, Indigenous youth (12 to 17 years) accounted for 8 percent of all youth in 

the provinces and territories (Department of Justice Canada 2018a). However, in 2016-
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2017 they accounted for 46 percent of young people admitted to the corrections system 

(ibid.). The overrepresentation of Indigenous youth was even more disproportionate 

among girls. In 2016-2017, Indigenous female youth accounted for 60 percent of all 

female youth admitted to provincial and territorial corrections systems (Statistics 

Canada, 2018a).1 
 

Why? Colonialism, prejudice, unjust court systems, unjust policing and other reasons create the 

overrepresentation of our indigenous brothers and sisters in prison. 
 

And it is not just our indigenous people. Men identified as Black had an incarceration rate of 

4,109 per 100,000; while those identified as white had an incarceration rate of 771 per 100,000 

More than 5 times as many.  In the US, the black incarceration rate is only 2,417 per 100,000. 

Almost half as many. 
 

Here in Canada, studies show that Black men and women were more likely to come from low-

income areas of the province. Lower incomes for Black people have resulted in Black families 

living in areas that are “underserved by transit, libraries, schools and hospitals,” and those 

neighbourhoods tend to have higher levels of crime and crime victims, and concentrated law 

enforcement.  
 

Put more simply, nearly one out of every 15 young Black men in Ontario has experienced jail 

time, compared to approximately one-in-70 young white men, according to public data 

published in the journal Race and Justice. 
 

Jesus was not a white man. He was not treated fairly by the courts of his time, but would our 

courts do any better? As Christians, it is our responsibility to strive for justice for all. At our 

Baptism, we promise to strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 

every human being. As a nation, we are not doing very well at this.  
 

I look around at the faces in this church, and I see only white. But that does not mean we do 

not need to be concerned about the lives of those who aren’t like us. We are all created equal 

under God. It is time we started realizing that and taking a stand. 
 

Let’s stand up for those who are indigenous. Let’s stand up for those who are black. Let’s stand 

up for anyone who is being treated unfairly. Let’s live out our Baptismal promises. I do not have 

ready answers but suggest we make it a priority.  What if one of those incarcerated men was 

Jesus? 

 
1 Clark, Scott. 2019. “Overrepresentation of Indigenous People in the Canadian Criminal Justice 

System: Causes and Responses.” Research and Statistics Division, Department of Justice 

Canada. 


