
 
 

April 10, 2022   ~   “Coming Soon”   ~   Revelation 22:1-21  
 

OPEN 

 
I recently encountered “The Histomap” produced by John B. Sparks in 1931.  
It visually represents the rise and fall of world empires over thousands of 
years.  Just think of all the attempts to wield sword and scepter over other 
humans!  But the Bible declares that Jesus is “the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.” (Revelation 1:5). 
 
This truth of the ultimate and utter victory of Jesus – the Lamb of God – 
underpins what He has unveiled, through John, in the book of Revelation. We 
began our study of seven letters to seven ancient churches in Asia Minor by 
examining the prologue (1:1-8) of Revelation.  We conclude in the epilogue 
(22:6-21).  An understanding of the seven letters is rooted in the larger 
context of Revelation which reveals Jesus as Lamb of God and King of Kings. 
 

  
 

Jesus called seven first Century churches to awaken, remain faithful, 
persevere, overcome, till His return.  Consider two features of these letters. 
 

• The Author – John was the writer and tradition holds that his nephew 
Prochorus delivered them.  But Jesus is the author.  The letters came with 
conviction and power of the Holy Spirit, “what the Spirit says to the 
churches” (2:7,11,17,29; 3:6,13,22).    

 

• The Audience – The grammar of each letter’s greeting identifies believers 
as the audience, but non-believers would have heard too.  God’s Word 
penetrates hearts and gives life whether believers are fortified or un-
believers are faced with the Gospel.  Paul Spilsbury writes, “the fact that 
Revelation addresses precisely seven churches is a way of alerting us to 
the fact that it is really speaking to the whole church.”  (The Throne, The 
Lamb, & The Dragon, IVP, 2002, 25) 

Revelation 22 is much more than just a literary “book end” to John’s writing.  
This chapter offers some concrete assistance to help believers remain 
spiritually responsive and attentive until we enter our eternal home. 
 
 

DIG 

 
[A]  Beckoned to eternity – vv. 1-5 
 
We have “visited” seven ancient cities, which is fascinating.  Of course we 
need to engage with the historical challenge – and also the contemporary 
application.  In Reversed Thunder (HarperOne, 1988) Eugene Peterson 
notes Jesus’ words in Revelation 3:19 (NIV) “those whom I love, I rebuke and 
discipline” and comments: 
 

The training takes place is seven areas:  we are trained to love (Ephesus), to suffer 
(Smyrna), to tell the truth (Pergamum), to be holy (Thyatira), to be authentic 
(Sardis), to be in mission (Philadelphia), and to worship, using things to praise God, 
receiving gifts to serve God (Laodicea).  The church is the community of people 
who explicitly and consciously submit themselves to the direction and training of 
our Lord the Spirit. 

 

Let’s be careful – we are not called to be archeologists but pilgrims.  “We are 
people who spend our lives going someplace, going to God, and whose path 
for getting there is the way, Jesus Christ.”   (A Long Obedience in the Same 
Direction, Eugene Peterson, IVP, 2000). 
 
Revelation assures followers of Jesus of an eternal home.  In 21:22-27 it is the 
New Jerusalem, a city without temple, sun, or moon because God and the 
Lamb are its temple and glorious light!  Revelation 22:1-5 extends this theme.  
New, everlasting life promised to the redeemed!  There is promise the water of 
life, tree of life, no more curse or darkness, in the very presence of God! 
 
Amazingly, “the glory and honor of the nations will be brought into” this city! 
(21:27)  The glory of heaven is foundationally God Himself.  And heaven will 
be populated with all those who have responded to God’s beckoning.  In 
Revelation 5:9-10 it is Jesus who is celebrated for making eternal redemption 
possible – “you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God 
persons from every tribe and language and people and nation.  You have 
made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God.” 
 
[B]  Blessed in readiness – vv. 6-9 
 

A theme from the prologue echoed here is the blessedness (makario, v.7) 
of Christians attentive to the return of Jesus.  Blessedness is outlined in the 
beatitudes – qualities for living in the Kingdom of God (Matthew 6:3-12).  In 
the book of Revelation there are seven blessings:  “dead in the Lord” 14:13;  
“who stay awake” 16:15;  “invited to wedding supper of the Lamb” 19:9;  “part 
in first resurrection” 20:6;  “wash their robes” 22:14.  Now let’s compare the 
blessing found in 1:3 with 22:7. 
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• What brings blessing?  In Revelation 1:3 we read, “Blessed is the one 
who reads, and those who hear the words of the prophecy and keep 
(thrountes) the things which are written in it.”  The same term is found in 
22:7.  It is not enough to observe God’s truth – it must be obeyed. 

 

• Why seek blessing?  Revelation 1:3 states “for the time is near.”  In 22:6-7 
we read of “things which must soon take place.…behold, I am coming 
quickly!”  Christians must reckon with this urgency. 

 
In comparing the launch and the landing of Revelation, we see the link 
between obeying the teaching of Jesus and expecting the return of Jesus.  
Jesus didn’t call the seven churches to stop working in light of His soon 
coming – this was a problem in Thessaloniki – see II Thessalonians 2:1-2; 
3:11-13.  Jesus’ soon coming invites active anticipation. 
 
Anticipating Jesus’ return means living a life of purity (I John 3:3, “purifies 
himself, just as He is pure”) and purpose (Colossians 1:10, “bearing fruit in 
every good work”).  God’s blessing even occurs when a “ready-for-Jesus’-
return” lifestyle brings suffering (I Peter 3:14). 
 
Also, Jesus’ soon coming is relevant for every age.  Because His coming is 
immanent there is a need for attentiveness to the timing but also to the quality 
of our waiting.  In other words, longing for Jesus’ return impacts lifestyle. 
 
[C]  Bolstered with courage – vv. 10-15   
 
Two more times Jesus referred to His soon coming (vv.10,12)  Christians 
need courage because evil continues to confront until Jesus returns 
(vv.11,15, evil doers are outside/excluded).  Satan is real and active.  Though 
condemned to eternal punishment in the lake of fire he has limited authority 
now (Rev 20:10).  What gives courage to believers in the face of our enemy? 
 

• Certainty of Christ – vv.12-13 – The return of Jesus is secured by His 
nature as eternal (see also Rev 1:8). 
 

• Confidence of cleansing – v.14 – By grace is “washing of rebirth and 
renewal by the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5). 

 

Given the opposition of Satan, I Peter 5:8-11 calls us to be sober, alert, and 
endure.  On one hand, we do not want to trivialize Satan.  On the other hand, 
we must not be traumatized when victory over Satan was won by Christ’s 
death and resurrection (Hebrews 2:14-15).  The seven churches, they faced 
the Roman imperial cult. There was also prolific paganism. 
 
[D]  Emboldened by hope – vv. 16-19   
 
Jesus’ return is a “blessed hope” (Titus 2:13).  Such hope emboldens 
believers.  It sustained John – his life was fully invested in communicating the 
testimony of Jesus to the churches (see 1:2,9).  In our passage the return of 
Jesus has three important qualities.    
 

• Glorious – v.16 – The Messiah has come (“root and descendant of 
David”) and will return (“bright morning star” cf. 2:28).  Jesus’ return will be 
victorious - “splendor of His coming (“presence”, II Thessalonians 2:8)    
 

• Gracious – v.17 – This verse reveals deep longing for Jesus’s return.  It 
celebrates the gracious gift of God in satisfying human longings 
(purchasing without money, cf. Laodicea). God’s cleansing results in the 
“hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:5-7).   
 

• Guarantee – vv.18-19 – This is a serious, stern warning about 
compromising or corrupting God’s Word, specifically the book of 
Revelation.  Even so, it demonstrates God’s faithfulness to His people 

 
 

REFLECT 

 
The hope of eternity in heaven sustains the follower of Jesus.  What comes 
after death has also confounded and confused many people who have not 
embraced Jesus Christ as Savior.  The idea of purgatory is one concept (a 
time of purging after death in order to eventually enter God’s presence) that 
challenges the assurance for every believer in Jesus.  Yet Philippians 3:20-21 
tells every Christian that “our citizenship is in heaven [not Ephesus, Sardis, 
Maple Ridge]…we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ!” 
 
Jesus is the central figure of Revelation.  He is our only hope.  Take some 
time to review the other Digging Deeper document, Jesus revealed in the 
book of Revelation 
 
Over time the rivers running into the Black Sea have extinguished life.  Huge 
amounts of organic matter cannot be decomposed by the seawater so the 
Black Sea is the world's largest reservoir of H2S and 90% of the Black Sea is 
sterile.  (Black Sea, Neal Ascherson, Random House, 1995, 4-5) 
 

 
 

Are we like the Black Sea?  Do we look good on the surface, but below there 
is no spiritual substance?  If we are not in vibrant personal relationship with 
Jesus, we will have no anticipation of His return!  Let us embrace this early 
church prayer in Revelation 22:20-21.  “Come, Lord Jesus!” In Aramaic this 
is marana tah – from which we get maranatha.  This should fill our hearts with 
joy, hope, and peace.   

                 

          


