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From the Chair of The Selection Committee: A note of Concern 
 

Dear friends, 

 

On behalf of the Selection Committee for St. James, I want to thank all of you who took the time 

to respond to the Parish Survey.  We are in the process of analysing the results and especially your 

thoughtful comments to the final four questions and 'additional comments' section. 

 

Some of you may not be entirely sure about how the Committee was created.  Firstly, the Canon 

Law of the Anglican Church and the Diocese of Huron mandates the appointment of a Lay Persons 

Selection Committee whose members are nominated by your Parish Council, voted upon in 

Council and then confirmed by the Bishop through his or her representative. 

 

Following the Parish Council’s election, an organizing meeting was then scheduled and an 

Archdeacon appointed by the Bishop met the new committee members to lay out all the Canon 

Law expectations and regulations governing the behaviour and operation of the new committee.  

The A. D. provided all the many documents that were to be considered and finally, at the end of 

the meeting, a Chair was elected by secret ballot.  Each of us signed a STRICT confidentiality 

agreement with the Diocese.  We were inspired and supported by Archdeacon Kim Van Allen at 

this initial meeting.   

 

When the result of the secret ballot was made known to us, yours truly was elected to be Chair. 

 

This process is well known to many of the members of our Parish Family.  Every one of you was 

represented faithfully in the selection process by members of Parish Council.  None of the 

nominees had any expectation of appointment by the Council's secret ballot.   

 

Eight of us were elected and approached to confirm that we would be willing to serve on the 

Selection Committee.  Seven of us said we would.  Five weeks in, I think it is fair to say that we 

are all a bit overwhelmed by the expectations of membership in this committee. 

 

The seven of us have met five times to date in person and on ZOOM.  Each of us has put in many 

hours writing, editing and analysing the recently available results of the Parish Profile Survey and 

reports requested.  I am in the company of caring, supportive and dedicated committee members; 

each member of which steps forward to say, "I'll do that Peter."  Would that all committees in our 

lives could have such generous and faithful members. 

 

We are VERY aware of the problems that face our parish family.  The honest and candid responses 

you submitted have not been ignored, nor has the work of the Finance Advisory Subcommittee.  

There are some hard truths to be factored into how we prepare our Profile and the questions we 

will ask our candidates.  However, reviewing the entirety of your responses served to confirm our 

admiration for the positives you see in our Anglican life at St. James.  The committee thanks you 

for your honesty, your blunt appraisal of where we are and where we might be headed and 

especially for your prayerful hopes for our future. 
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We, the members of your committee, are bound by the aforementioned Confidentiality Agreement; 

it is extremely strict for good reasons.  We cannot casually chat about the affairs of the Selection 

Committee whenever we feel like it nor should you ask detailed questions of us.  "Loose lips sink 

ships" does not only apply to the war years; a casual comment or response to a question could be 

misconstrued and might undermine the entire delicate process.  Our potential candidates 

DESERVE a process built on a foundation of parish integrity and respect for the process. 

 

There is a serious undercurrent of opposition to the Committee's work by some members of our 

parish family; this needs to stop now.  I am alarmed by some of the things spoken and written in 

the past month about the Selection Process.  The tone of some of the objections has become acrid.  

If this persists, you may find that the Committee will determine that it can no longer carry out its 

task; and believe me, the ensuing consequences would not be for anyone's liking.  Particular 

positions and opinions expressed by some members could ultimately lead to the opposite result 

they have in mind. 

 

Yes, there is no question that we are at a defining moment in the life of St. James.  We face some 

significant obstacles, but I look to the current Ukrainian situation and wonder what we are worried 

about?  If you need a final, positive thought, just think about all that our Outreach Ministries have 

accomplished in the past decade; it is nothing short of astounding! 

 

Peter 

Chair, Selection Committee 

St. James Anglican Church, 

Stratford, Diocese of Huron 

 


