
JSL - SERVE Like Jesus 
April 6, 2022. [VIDEO: INDESCRIBABLE]. [1 God is Good] 

God is good.  Right? 

And God's creation is ASTOUNDING... beyond beautiful.  Right? 


We don't have to work too hard...

To feel the power and the presence of God... 
When you look at the glory of the mountains...

Or the simple beauty of a flower. 


Or when you place the hand of an infant... 

So tiny and perfect...

Into your giant hand...

Wrinkled and twisted. 

 
And yet... both are beautiful. 

And both are a sign of the gracious love... 
Of our God. 

-----------------------------------------------------------

But as we know... 
Sometimes things go wrong. 

Sometimes human community...

Our families... 
Our friends... 

Our church...

Our town...

Our country...

Our world... 

 
Which are ALL designed to uphold...

And support... 
And strengthen... 
 
Which are ALL supposed to protect...

And comfort... 

And provide... 
 
Sometimes human community... 
Can become a burden... 
And the gift of joy... 
Can be overcast... 

By the pain of life. 

-----------------------------------------------------------

And when we... [2 Jesus Shaped]  
As followers of Christ...

As people who WANT TO LIVE...

A Jesus Shaped Life... 

 
When we see that brokenness...

In the world around us... 

When we see pain and suffering. 




There is something inside of us...

That CRIES OUT against... 

The brokenness... 

That finds the pain of life... 

With no hope... 

With no presence...

With no one who cares...  
Completely unacceptable...  
 
Something inside of us...

I like to think it's the HOLY SPIRIT... 

Wants us to do... 
Whatever we can do... 

To make things right...

 
NOT FOR OURSELVES.

But to make things right...

For the people around us...

For people around the world...

For people we don't even know...

 
We want to help make things right... 

Where they have gone wrong. 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
Because of who we are... 
In Christ Jesus our Lord... 

It grates on us... 
To see wrong prevail. 


It frustrates us... 
When we see people... 

Needlessly... 

Suffer and die. 


It breaks our hearts... 
When we see real injustice... 
In this world. 


And we want to DO something. 

-----------------------------------------------------------

That innate desire... 

To make things right... 
To restore what has been broken. 
To bring life out of death.

 
IS JUST... 

A reflection... 

An echo... 

Of God's character. 


We have been created in the image of God. 

THEREFORE... what God desires... 
Is what we desire...




What causes God joy...

Causes us joy. 

 
What breaks God's heart... 

Breaks our heart too. 


AND what God says... 

Is wrong or bad or hurtful...  

We work to change... in God's name... 

And make those things... 

Right... and good... and whole... and holy...


In other words... we work... 

To bring LIGHT TO THE DARKNESS. 

-----------------------------------------------------------

Now... we are talking about justice. [3 Justice]

And part of growing in faith...

And living out... 
A Jesus Shaped Life... 

Is caring about justice... 
Like Jesus does. 


Jesus clearly taught us... 
That we are to love our neighbors... 

JUST AS MUCH... 

As we love ourselves. 


And that means...  
MORE THAN being fair...

It means... helping each other. 
Serving each other. 
Working for the common good. 


To do justice... 

We have to roll up our sleeves...  
And get to work. 


Not that the works will save us... 
But because the works reveal... 
The power of Christ... 
That lives in our hearts. 


It's how we show the world... 

That God not only loves me...

But loves them too. 

-----------------------------------------------------------

And before anyone gets all..  
JUSTICE SCHMUSTICE... 

On me today. 




I'm not talking about making a big honking stink... 
About the Cause Du Jour... 


I'm not talking about... 
Getting your face on the telly... 

So that as you work for something good... 
You get famous and rich in the process. 

 
I'm not even talking about doing good... 
Because it makes us look good.


I'm talking about real "honest-to-God" service. 

The kind that gets dirty.

The kind that does the work... 
That no one else wants to do. 

 
I'm talking about serving God... 
By loving God's people...

Not just with our words... 

But in truth and action. 


Like Jesus.  [4 Servant]

-----------------------------------------------------------

Listen.  No one expected...

That God would appear on earth...

In the form of a servant.  


No one thought...  
That the Almighty... 

All Powerful...

All Everything GOD... 


Would be so humble... 

As to come to this world... 
In human flesh... 

To work. 

For us. 


But that is EXACTLY what Jesus did.  [5 Philippians]


Philippians 2:5-7. 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

Who, though he was in the form of God,

Did not regard equality with God

As something to be exploited,


But emptied himself,

Taking the form of a slave,

Being born in human likeness.


And being found in human form,

He humbled himself

And became obedient to the point of death—




Even death on a cross.

-----------------------------------------------------------

Jesus did NOT come to earth...

Claiming his rights and privileges as God. 


Jesus did NOT come to earth...  
To act all high and mighty... 
And make us lick his boots... 
Which he could have done. 

 
Jesus did NOT come to earth...

To enact God's justice... 

In the sense of giving us... 
What we all deserve... 

 
Quite frankly... 
That would not have turned out... 
So good for us. 


Instead, he came as a servant.  [6 Serve Like Jesus]

He lived a humble life. 

He lived in obedience to God. 

He lived for the benefit of others.  


And then... he called us... 

To do the exact same thing. 


So... how do we become more like Jesus...

How do we become faithful servants? 

-----------------------------------------------------------

TO GROW IN SERVANTHOOD,  
WE NEED TO BE OPEN FOR ANY ASSIGNMENT.  


I did my internship in Great Bend, Kansas.

A little church that had about 80 members. 

It was a detached site...  
So my supervisor was at the big Lutheran church...

Just down the road a piece.

 
Anyway... every year we had a theological conference.

It was a requirement for all clergy and interns to attend. 

This particular year... it was held at a big conference center... 
In the Lake of the Ozark's.

Pretty nice.


Now.  When I pulled up to the hotel... 

I was carrying my bag into the building... 
When all the sudden a car pulled up... 
Right in front of the doors... 
It was the bishop... of the Central States Synod...

Bishop Charlie Maahs - 


When Bishop Maahs saw me... 




He said... hello Rod. 

Which shocked me... 
Since I was just a little peon intern... 
It was a little scary... 

That the bishop knew my name.

 
But he went on...

And said... in our synod...

There's a tradition... 
That interns carry the bishop's suitcases... 
Into the hotel for them. 


I nodded... like I understood...

Then I said... 
Well... I come from Iowa...

And in our synod...  
The bishop sees themselves a servant... 
And they carry the bags of the interns... 
Into the hotels for them. 


Luckily... he laughed. 

He was a great guy... 

-----------------------------------------------------------

Now... when someone acts...

Like they are too important...

To perform a particular task...

It doesn't remind us of Jesus, does it?  [7 Open]


Jesus is the Son of God.  

Through him all things were made. (Col. 1:16). 

And NO!  He did not pick and choose...

Which ways he would serve. 


He simply served...  
Wherever he found himself.

He met the need... 
That was in front of him... in the moment. 

And I think that's how it works...


The Holy Spirit meets us and moves us...

WHEREVER WE ARE...

We don't have to have a grand plan... 
We don't have to have years of preparation...

We don't have to do anything...

Other than...

 
To say yes... when the Spirit calls us to serve. 


So to be a servant...  
We need to be open to serve...

Wherever we are...

Whenever we are called. 

-----------------------------------------------------------




TO GROW IN SERVANTHOOD,  
SERVE WITHOUT EXPECTATION.  [8 No Expectation] 

You know... sometimes... we do nice things... 
Because it makes us look...

Like nice people. 


We get something out of serving... 

Like service hours...

Through the school system. 

 
That's all fine and good...

But we are talking about...

Living a life of service.

 
There is no number of...

Required service hours we need. 


There is no form to fill out... 
So that we get credit with God...

So when we stand before St. Peter... 
We can say... see... I was a good person. 

 
Doesn't work that way.

-----------------------------------------------------------

I know I've told this story before... 
But you can't wear stories out...

You know.


So here it is... again. 

 
One time... Janet and I were in Chicago.

It's one of our favorite places...

To run away... and be together.

 
Anyway... this man...

Came up to us... 

And asked for money.

 
I don't carry cash money very often... 
And I don't like giving people...

Money on the street anyway...

And there are a variety of reasons... 

 
So I said... I won't give you money... 
But I will buy you a sandwich at the Subway... 
We were standing right in front of it. 

 
He said great...

We went in...

And worked out the details.




I told him to get a foot long sandwich...  
Because he was hungry. 

And it really wasn't that much... 

Of a personal sacrifice.  Right?

Just a sandwich. 

 
But he was excited... and ordered what he wanted. 
I paid... and we all stepped out onto the sidewalk.

And said our goodbyes.

-----------------------------------------------------------

A few seconds later... 
He ran up behind me... 
And asked. 


Is it ok... if I give half of this sandwich... 
To my friend. 

He hasn't eaten in a while... 

And it would really help him. 


I said... it's your sandwich.

You can share it with whomever... 
You want. 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
That is exactly what our service should be.  
We serve out of a sense... 
That we have been loved...

And there are other people... 
Who are hungry... 
Who need to be served. 


We serve as a response...

To the love of God...

That we have already received.

 
There is no reward. 

There is no extra credit.


Do it... or don't do it. 

It is completely up to us. 

-----------------------------------------------------------

But our decision does not... 

Invalidate the call of Christ... 

In our hearts...  
To serve others...

In his name. 


Rick Warren... 

Whom I can take or leave... said... 

The real test... 

Of whether or not...

We are a servant...

 
Is how we react  
When someone treats us like a servant. 




Right?  Because if we are serving for the right reason. 

We don't need... 

The thanks...

Or the recognition...

Or the credit.

 
Because it flows from our relationship with God...

And God's desire...  
To heal what is broken. 

-----------------------------------------------------------

TO GROW IN SERVANTHOOD,  
SERVE UNNOTICED.   [9 Secret Service] 

Remember the teaching of Jesus... 
When he talks about...

Our personal piety. 


This is all written... 
In the gospel of St. Matthew... 
Chapter 6... 


Jesus said... 

When you give to the needy, 

Do not announce it with trumpets, 

As the hypocrites do 

In the synagogues and on the streets, 

To be honored by others. 


Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full.


But when you give to the needy,

Do not let your left hand know 

What your right hand is doing, 

So that your giving may be in secret. 


Then your Father, 

Who sees what is done in secret, 

Will reward you.


And when you pray,  
Do not be like the hypocrites, 

For they love to pray 

Standing in the synagogues

And on the street corners 

To be seen by others. 


Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 


But when you pray, 

Go into your room,  
Close the door 

And pray to your Father... who is unseen. 




Then your Father, 

Who sees what is done in secret, 

Will reward you.

-----------------------------------------------------------

There is something about... 

Serving God... 

In a humble... 
And quiet way.

 
Not seeking recognition...

Or glory...

Or anything.


But serving just because...

We have been served. 


We humans... 

Have a tendency...

To make everything...

All about us. 


And the danger is... 
That we use these opportunities... 
To get something back...

In return for our service. 

-----------------------------------------------------------

One youth group... I knew...

Had an event...

For the youth of the church...  
Called... SECRET SERVICE.


They went out and about...

Looking for ways to serve... 
When they saw an opportunity... 

They would do whatever task... 
Needed to be done... 

 
In the cover of night...

Or when no one was looking... 
Or when they knew the person would be gone.


They would do something... 

A work of their hands...  
To make the world whole.  

 
Then... all they did... 
Was left a note.

That said something to the effect... 
That God loves you... 
And so do we. 


Signed... The Secret Service. 

-----------------------------------------------------------

Two things... 




 
First... serving an an honor.  
We are imitating...

Emulating...  
Following...

Our Lord. 


Jesus was the One...  
Who served us all... 
And gave it all...

For our sake. 


Anything we do...

In response to God's love...  
Should point back to God.

Not to us. 

 
So... shhhhh...

Do good. 

-----------------------------------------------------------

And secondly... 


Just like the youth group... 
Looked at the world around them... 
To see what they could do...

 
We should be doing... 
The exact same thing. 


We can... 

Stay alert and see...

The needs around us. 


We can... 

Pick a specific need...

And find a way... 

To meet that need.


We can... 

Enjoy blessing people in secret.  

In the name of God.


And who knows... 

We might even be able... 
To start a chain reaction of blessing. 


Like this:  [VIDEO - SERVE]. [10 Love Serve]

-----------------------------------------------------------

Isn't that the kind of world...

You want to help create?


Don't you think... 
That's what Christ has called us to do?




Who Christ has called us to be? 


And really... 

After everything we talked about... 

During these past five weeks of Lent...


Isn't that really... 

What it means...

To live a JESUS SHAPED LIFE? 


