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Community Easter Community Easter Sunrise Sunrise 
Worship Service | 6:30amWorship Service | 6:30am
Join us at the Toledo Zoo 
Amphitheatre for Dr. Swisher's 
sermon entitled, "A Brighter Day," 
then stay for a complimentary 
continental breakfast. 

Easter Worship ServicesEaster Worship Services
• • 8:30am Classic Easter Worship 8:30am Classic Easter Worship 

- - Academy Brass Quintet 
- Holy Communion is served

• • 9:45am Classic Easter Worship 9:45am Classic Easter Worship 
- Academy Brass Quintet

• • 11am Modern Easter Worship 11am Modern Easter Worship 
- Praise Band 
- Confirmation of youth

Easter Bunny & Egg HuntEaster Bunny & Egg Hunt
Families may join us before and after 
worship at Epworth in the children's 
wing for fun, Easter activities! 

learn more at learn more at 
epworth.com/easterepworth.com/easter
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May Tower Deadline:
Friday, April 22 

Please e-mail all requested article copy and 
pictures to communications@epworth.com. 

April 2022
2-3    ANNOUNCEMENTS
 +   Newest Members
 +   Vote For Epworth
 +   Grace Before the Race Worship
 +   Thanks!
 +   Sympathies & Congratulations
 +   Letter from Dr. Swisher

4    HOLY WEEK & EASTER WORSHIP
 +   Holy Week Worship
 +   Easter Sunday Worship

5 GROW & CARE
 +   Dr. Swisher at Cherry St. Mission
 +   Upcoming Bible Studies
 +   Stephen Ministry
 +   Epworth Preschool
 +   Bunco & Book Club
 +   Walleye Game Canceled

6 KIDS & FAMILIES
 +   Kids in April
 +   Bible Camp Preview Party
 +   Hawkins Stemm Academy Partnership
 +   Children's Musical

7 YOUTH & SERVE
 +   Confirmation Sunday
 +   Youth & Graduation Sunday
 +   SWAT Mission Week Interest
 +   Furniture Ministry
 +   Touch-a-Truck
 +   2021 Giving: Outreach & Missions
 +   Feed Your Neighbor

Stay Connected
• Weekly E-Newsletter  - Sign up for the weekly 

e-newsletters!  Go to: epworth.com/email
• Obituary Notifications 

Sign up to receive obituary notifications!    
Go to: epworth.com/email

• Social Media

/EpworthToledo 

/EpworthChurchToledo

/EpworthToledo

In Person & 
Livestream Worship

SUNDAY:
• 8:30am Classic w/ Weekly Holy Communion: Includes 

Holy Communion served every week.  
• 9:45am Classic: Steeped in the warm-hearted Method-

ist tradition featuring choral and organ music. 
• 11:00am Modern: Fast-paced and featuring our praise 

band.

WEBSITE & FACEBOOK:
Watch our worship online at epworth.com/live or on our 
Facebook page at facebook.com/epworthtoledo:
• Sunday at 8:30: LIVE! 
• Sunday at 9:45am: Rebroadcast of 8:30 worship 

service
• Sunday at 11:00am: LIVE! 

TELEVISION BROADCASTS:
• Sunday at 8:30pm - WLMB - Televised broadcast of last 

week’s worship. [Cable channel 40, Local channel 6]

Archived Sermons
All of our previous sermons are available at 
any time and on the go!
• Podcasts: We can be found on Apple, Spotify, and 

Google. Visit epworth.com/podcast for links.
• Website: Access any of our previously streamed ser-

mons 24/7 at epworth.com/sermons.

NEW MEMBERS IN MARCH

DR. MICHAEL 
WAGENHAUSER

NICHOLAS RUDNICK
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ANNOUNCEMENTS &  LETTER FROM DR. SWISHER

•	 THE HOUSH  FAMILY on the passing of Bob 
Housh.

•	 THE PATERSON FAMILY on the passing of 
Robert Paterson. 

•	 THE SHAFFER FAMILY on the passing of 
Dina Shaffer. 

•	 THE SMITH FAMILY on the passing of Scott 
Smith. 

•	 THE THOMAS FAMILY on the passing of 
Greg Thomas.

•	 THE TURNBULL FAMILY on the passing of 
Christine Turnbull.

VOTE FOR EPWORTH! 
“Best Place of Worship”
Epworth has the privilege of being 
nominated for The Blade’s 2022 
Readers’ Choice Awards, “Best Place 
of Worship." Voting is open now 
and closes April 10. To vote, visit 
epworth.com/vote then 
follow these instructions:

• Scroll down to the bottom of the page where they list 
“Places of Worship.”

• Click on the green button that says “nominate” to the 
right of Epworth United Methodist Church

For now, each person can vote once a day. Then, the next 
round will be for us to vote to win! Tell your friends and 
family who love Epworth to vote also!

THANKS!
Thank you to all the donors who signed up for the Red 
Cross Blood Drive at Epworth in March. We had 29 people 
sign up and collected 21 units for the Red Cross. We should 
be proud of our continued support of the Red Cross and 
our community.  Please pencil in our next blood drive for 
Wednesday, June 1, running 12pm–5pm in the gym.

Welcome to the Season of 
Renewal, the Season of 
Resuscitation, the Season of
Resurrection known as Easter.  

This time of year is the most im-
portant and significant time for 
every Christian worldwide.  The 
wonderful thing about this time 
is that every believer can 

participate and experience their own personal Easter, too. 

Over the last several days I’ve had the privilege to meet with 
a number of people who will be joining our church and/
or being baptized soon. These individuals are diverse in 
age, background, and walk of life, but they have one thing 
in common... extreme excitement about being a part of our 
ministry. That is really what it is all about. This is exactly the 
experience of Easter we all desire and need.  

The expression of these new friends reminded me of the 
response of the women at the empty tomb. After they were 
told about Jesus’ resurrection they literally ran to tell the 
Disciples the great, good news as the angel had instructed.  
They didn’t saunter, they didn’t stroll, they didn’t walk... they 
ran. When was the last time you felt that type of 
excitement about your faith, your church, or your 
relationship with Christ? You can discover it again... now.  

One of my mentors, Dr. Robert H. Schuller, put it this way in 
a hymn he wrote three decades ago:

It’s Easter, It’s Easter the Season of Spring
It’s Easter, It’s Easter the birds start to sing
The sun it is shining, the sky it is blue
Our faith comes alive with a hope that is new  
  
It’s Easter, It’s Easter the stones rolled away  
It’s Easter, It’s Easter this is the Lord’s day.  
New hope for the doubter, new joy for the sad
Our Savior walks with us to make our hearts glad. 

Let Easter happen to you and may you experience your 
own resurrection on Easter morning.  

Dr. Stephen Lowell Swisher  |  Senior Pastor

GRACE BEFORE THE RACE
The 45th Annual Glass City Marathon will take place on  
Sunday, April 24. In the past, worshipers have had great 
difficulty getting to the 8:30 & 9:45am services due to local 
road closures. So, on the weekend of April 23-24 we are 
changing our worship service times (for ONLY this one 
weekend). We will have 2 in-person worship services for 
this weekend in addition to our usual broadcast times.

• Saturday, April 23: 5pm Worship (In Person) 
We will offer a blessing to anyone in our community 
running, volunteering, or attending the Marathon. You 
are also welcome to support a friend or family member! 
Holy Communion will be shared, childcare will be  
available, and the attire is casual.

• Sunday, April 24: 11am (In Person) 
This service will be our typical 11am modern worship 
service. All are welcome to come and experience this 
fast-paced worship service featuring our Praise Band. 

Sympathies .................................................................................. recent deaths
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HOLY WEEK & EASTER WORSHIP
Palm Sunday Morning Worship  |  Bishop Al Gwinn

Bishop Gwinn has served churches ranging from rural, 
inner city, and suburban congregations. For ten years 

he served as the Senior Pastor of the Centenary UMC in 
Lexington, KY, which under his leadership became the 

largest church in that Conference. 

Monday, April 11 at 7pm  |  Healing & Wholeness Service
Join us in the chapel to praise God, support each other, and reconnect with the source of our strength, 
faith, hope, and love. During this service we will use Scripture, hymns, prayers, and share our burdens 
and joys as we invite and recognize God's love and presence in our lives. This laity led service offers 
anointing with oil and hands-on prayer if desired. What better time to reconnect with God - creator, 
redeemer, and sustainer - than in the season of Eastertide.

Wednesday, April 13 at 7pm  |  Dr. Lawrence L. Welborn
Dr. Welborn is a Professor of New Testament and Early Christianity at Fordham University in New York 
City. He is a world- renowned New Testament scholar and is in great demand as a speaker and lecturer worldwide. He holds a 
Ph.D. in Theology from Vanderbilt University and a Master of Arts in Religion from Yale University. Dr. Welborn has written several 
best-selling books.

Maundy Thursday, April 14 at 7pm  |  Worship Cantata: "A New Commandment"
Featuring the Epworth Chancel Choir, this vocal and instrumental composition has been written for Epworth by member, Kevin S. 
Foster.  In writing about the cantata Kevin says, “For years I have felt called to compose a choral work for Maundy Thursday.  Each 
year, in the days leading up to Easter, I am reminded of the incredible, powerful story that is the selfless sacrifice of Jesus for all. I 
consider how they might have felt as they interacted with Jesus on his journey to the cross. A New Commandment is a 7-movement 
cantata for choir and orchestra that brings to life the perspectives of those characters in new ways, through monologue and song.  
It is my hope that through this music and drama, we might find ourselves in this story, in a more intimate way than before."

Good Friday, April 15 at 7pm  |  Bishop Warner H. Brown, Jr.
Bishop Warner H. Brown, Jr. was immersed into the United Methodist tradition from birth. As a youth he began to see the world 
as his parish and felt a call to service through the church, which eventually led to ordained ministry.  Currently he is the Bishop 
for the Sierra Leone Annual Conference.

6:30am Community Easter 
Sunrise Worship Service:
Join Dr. Stephen Swisher at 
6:30am at Toledo Zoo  
Amphitheater for his sermon, 

entitled, "A Brighter Day" with scripture reference, Matthew 28:5-6. This service is free to attend and 
will feature the Academy Brass Quintet. After worship please stick around and enjoy a complimentary 
continental breakfast. 

8:30, 9:45 & 11am Worship Services: Dr. Stephen Swisher is preaching in our Sanctuary. 
• 8:30am classic Easter worship: Includes Holy Communion and traditional Easter music  

featuring the Academy Brass Quintet.
• 9:45am classic Easter worship: Includes traditional Easter music featuring the Academy Brass Quintet.
• 11am modern Easter worship: Features our Praise Band and includes modern praise songs. We 

will also be welcoming our confirmands on Easter Sunday at the 11am service. Join us in  
receiving these new young people into membership. 

Easter Morning for Families
Easter is a time for families to be together at Epworth! Children are encouraged to worship with their families during all of 
our Easter morning worship services. There will even be a special Children’s message during our 9:45am and 11am worship 
services. Nursery childcare will be available for our 8:30, 9:45 & 11am services.

Pictures with the Easter Bunny & Egg Scavenger Hunt: Plan to come a little early or stay after worship for fun family events 
including an Easter Egg scavenger hunt in the children’s wing and FREE pictures with the Easter Bunny in the Children’s 
Church throughout the morning. Questions? Contact our Director of Children and Family ministries, Mary@epworth.com.
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GROW & CARE

BUNCO
We will not have BUNCO this month.  Happy Easter!

BOOK CLUB
If you are interested in joining us for Friends in Faith Book 
Club, here are the next opportunities.  We meet at June 
Galvin’s house, 3641 Christie Blvd., Toledo at 7pm unless 
otherwise noted. Dessert and interesting conversation is 
served up!
• April 26: reading Malibu Rising by Taylor Jenkins Reid
• May 24:  reading A Slow Fire Burning by Paula Hawkins
A note from our Book Club host: Fully vaccinated or those 
who have recovered from COVID welcome. Masks always 
welcome. Please no unvaccinated other than those recov-
ered from COVID.

DR. SWISHER AT CHERRY ST. MISSION
All are invited to the worship service at Cherry Street Mis-
sion (1501 Monroe St, Toledo) on April 21. Cherry Street 
Mission Ministries is committed to delivering solutions that 
will reverse the cycle of poverty for people in our communi-
ties through purposeful discipleship and restoration of hope 
while releasing God’s greatness. We hope to see you there!

UPCOMING BIBLE STUDIES
"The Chosen" Part 2
If you missed the first series of Bible Study sessions on "The 
Chosen," no problem. The second series of eight classes will 
meet weekly beginning on Thursday, April 14 at 6pm. "The 
Chosen" is a video series on the ministry of Christ as seen by 
those who knew him personally. It is an independent pro-
duction that chronicles the Gospels in a way not seen before.  
All are invited to come and check it out by emailing either 
anneliese@epworth.com or j.shibley@pm.me.

Men's Bible Study
The Men’s Bible study will commence April 14. Meet up 
with us on Thursdays at 3:30pm in the lobby from April 14 
through May 12. Our topic is "Ten Women of the Bible" by 
Max Lucado. The study leaders are Dr. Swisher and Ed Bardi. 
Please email anneliese@epworth.com to sign up or contact 
Ed Bardi with any questions at ejb5538@gmail.com. 

EPWORTH PRESCHOOL 
Epworth Preschool has been amazing for my 
boys.	My	oldest	boy	is	very	active	and	had	trou-
ble	focusing	his	first	year.	At	Epworth	they	made	
sure	he	had	some	one-on-one	time	with	the	

teachers.	They	were	patient	with	him	and	he	has	
moved	milestones	since	he	started.	My	young-
er son was almost non-verbal when he started 
CDO.	He	was	having	some	sensory	issues	and	
was	in	speech	and	occupational	therapy	when	he	
started. The teachers at Epworth were welcom-
ing and kind with him and not only is he excited 
to	go	to	school	now,	he	is	chatting	up	a	storm.	I	

am so pleased with this school. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY
THE JOY OF EASTER….IS IT FAR AWAY? 

For those who are going 
through	a	difficult	time	or	
suffered	a	loss,	the	joy	of	
Easter might be missing.  
If	you	are	smiling	on	the	
outside	but	full	of	pain	on	

the	inside,	and	that	joy	seems	far	away,	help	is	
available.	Our	Stephen	Ministers	are	ready	to	
provide	confidential,	one-to-one	Christian	care.	
They	will	listen,	care,	encourage,	and	pray	with	

and	for	you.	

If	you	or	someone	you	know	is	hurting,	find	out	
more	about	Stephen	Ministry	by	contacting	us	
at	stephenministry@epworth.com.	Our 

 Stephen Ministers are there to care!

WALLEYE GAME
Unfortunately due to commitments throughout Holy Week, 
the Chancel Choir will not be singing the National Anthem 
at the April 16 Walleye game. Epworth will not be doing a 
group outing to attend this game. Join us during a game at 
the upcoming Mud Hens season where the Epworth Chancel 
Choir will sing the National Anthem. Tickets will again be 
offered to Epworth family and friends.    
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KIDS  & FAMILIES

HAWKINS STEMM ACADEMY 
The 4th annual Kindergarten Book Day at Hawkins 
STEMM Academy will take place May 10 at 10 a.m. 
Each kindergarten student will receive a new hard-
cover copy of the classic children’s book, "Go Away, 

Big Green Monster," by Ed Emberly as a gift from 
the Epworth-Hawkins Partnership. This book was 

chosen by kindergarten teachers and recommended 
by the Reynolds Corners library branch manager. 

A story teller from the Toledo-Lucas County Public 
Library will read the book aloud to each class, and 
each of the 42 students will have the opportunity 

to write their name on a label inside their book. Kin-
dergarten Book Day is one of several Book Initiative 
programs whose goal is putting books in the hands 

and homes of Hawkins students. Others include 3rd 
and 4th grade book clubs offered to small groups 
of students selected by their teachers, and Reader 

Bags of two age-appropriate books that can be 
borrowed and taken home weekly by 1st and 2nd 

grade students. 

WHAT KIDS ARE EXPLORING IN APRIL
Preschool & Toddler | Sunday 
AM services
This month, we continue to 
meet during all Sunday morning 
worship services. Epworth’s 
preschool and toddler kids will 
explore the Biblical truth: Jesus 
wants to be my friend forever! 

This hands-on, action-packed large group/small group time 
will help your early childhood children explore the idea 
that we go together with Jesus like peanut butter and jelly 
or cookies and milk. During their Bible story time, they will 
work on memorizing this Bible Memory Verse: “I am with 
you always.” (Matthew 28:20, NIV) 

If you are unable to join us in person, we will post the First 
Look Early Childhood Worship on the children's facebook 
page, facebook.com/Epworthkids  and digital devotional 
materials at epworth.com/kidsathome. 

It is our prayer that by the end of this month, if anyone were 
to ask your little ones “Who wants to be your friend forev-
er?” They will confidently answer,  “Jesus wants to be your 
friend forever!”

Elementary | 9:45am 
This month we will explore what 
the Bible has to say about the 
life app Hope—Believing that 
something good can come out of 
something bad. During their large 
group worship and small group 

discussion time the kids will focus on this month’s memory 
verse: “In this world you will have trouble. But be encouraged! I 
have won the battle over the world.” (John 16:33b, NIrV)

Epworth’s elementary kids continue to meet at 9:45 in the chil-
dren’s wing. If you are unable to join us in person, our Epworth 
Kids Elementary Worship is also livestreamed at 10am on the 
children's facebook page, facebook.com/Epworthkids and 
digital devotional materials at epworth.com/kidsathome. 

Our prayer is that this month, your children will learn that be-
lieving in the Resurrected Lord, and having a relationship with 
him, means that even though we can’t always see the bigger 
picture, Christians are people of HOPE. With that hope, we can 
believe that something good can come out of something bad.

BIBLE CAMP PREVIEW PARTY!
Join us on Sunday, May 1 from 11am-1pm in the gym! You will have an opportunity to experience the 
new and exciting theme and join us for songs, games, crafts, and food. Take the time to pre-register at the 
event and receive a FREE Bible Camp CD. Bible Camp is open to potty-trained, 4-year-old children (as of 
June 1, 2022) through children who have completed 5th grade. It takes the whole church to pull off an 
impactful in-person Bible Camp. Visit vbspro.events/p/epworth2022 today to see how you can help! 
Volunteer sign-ups will also be available during the Preview Party.

CHILDREN'S MUSICAL
Epworth Children’s Choir presents "Once Upon a Parable" 
on Wednesday, May 18 at 6pm in the church lobby and Chil-
dren’s Chapel. We’ll start the evening with a meal prepared 
by Chef Les in the lobby at 6pm and then move into the 
Children’s Chapel for the children to present "Once Upon a 
Parable."  This event is free. We’ll need to know if you are 
attending by Monday, May 16 so we know how much food to 
prepare. 

This musical features Jesus played by a number of different 
actors - one for each parable. The parables included are 
the wise man and the foolish man, the good Samaritan, the 
mustard seed, the parable of the vineyard, and the prodigal 
son, which is the centerpiece of the musical.
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YOUTH & SERVE

Student Ministries: Students With A Task 

FEED YOUR NEIGHBOR
Thank you again, Epworth, for providing the 
perfect donations to Feed Your Neighbor. Your 
generosity is commendable! The needs for April 
are: 64 oz. bottles of orange; apple or grape 
juice; tuna fish; cans of mixed vegetables; pork 
and beans; chick peas; kidney beans; bar soap 
shampoo; deodorant; and toothpaste. Have any 
questions? Contact Carol at cpb5538@gmail.com. 

ITEMS MOST NEEDED FOR BLESSINGS AREA:
Towels: bath, hand, and washcloths

STATS:    MARCH:
Families:   8
Adults:  11
Children:   7
Furniture:   93

FURNITURE MINISTRY

CONFIRMATION
Please join us Easter Sunday at the 11am service to welcome our 2022 
class of confirmands. There will be a ceremonious introduction of each 
member of the class into the church. We would greatly appreciate having 
the full support of their new church family welcoming them to Epworth. 
This year's confirmation experience has included community service proj-
ects, rigorous course work over Methodist history and theology, overnight 
retreats, Christ-centered fellowship, and much more. Please be sure to 
give a warm welcome to the 2022 confirmands: Louis Abernathy, Logan 
Edwards, Eden Foster, Alexander Hall, Ellie Herald, Scarlet Holton, Oliver 
Lazenby, Adia Lehto, Matthew Mullins, Elaina Roesti, and Griffin Wilson.

YOUTH & GRADUATION SUNDAY
On Sunday, May 15 we will be celebrating both Youth 
Sunday, as our students lead all three of our worship 
services, and we will be recognizing our High School graduates! If you 
or your child would like to participate in youth Sunday, please let Chris 
know as soon as possible. Spots for responsibilities in worship are filling 
quickly. For those youth who will be participating in the worship ser-
vices, we will meet on Sunday, May 1 in the Deep End at 9:45am and at 
Sunday Night SWAT. Our final rehearsal will take place on Saturday, May 
14 from 9am-12noon in the Sanctuary. Other practices, communicated 
separately, will take place. 

For ALL those who are graduating, please turn in the following to Chris 
at chris@epworth.com by April 24: A picture of you, what High School 
you are graduating from, and your future plans: (college, job, internship, 
military, etc.).

S.W.A.T. MISSION WEEK INTEREST
This year, the Youth Mission week will be July 17-22. If your youth has 
interest in participating in the mission trip, please email Chris expressing 
interest by April 18. This will, by no means, serve as a hard commitment. 
However, to gauge pricing for the trip, we need to know well in advance 
approximately how many people are planning on attending the trip.

TOUCH-A-
TRUCK 
Are you looking 
for a way to serve? 
We need lots of 
help the day of this event to show radical hospi-
tality to all of our guests. Whether you can give 
an hour or two or stay for the whole event, we 
would love to have you be a part of the fun! Possi-
ble jobs include: bringing your super cool vehicle, 
helping direct traffic and parking, serving lunch 
to the truck drivers, giving tours of the church 
facility, helping with set-up and tear down.

Our parking lot will be filled with vehicles of all 
shapes and sizes from 10am-2pm (sensory friend-
ly times from 11-11:30am and 12:30-1pm) on Sat-
urday, May 14!  Kids of all ages can climb aboard, 
honk horns, and pretend to drive anything that 
rolls.  Plus we’ll have free snack concessions, hot 
dogs and hamburgers to purchase, and lots of 
family fun. Bring your family and friends to this 
FREE event! Email Adam Schoesler at 
adam.schoesler77@gmail.com.

2021 GIVING: THRU OUTREACH & 
MISSIONS
Epworth’s Outreach & Missions, through the gen-
erosity of Epworth’s Legacy Fund and Epworth’s 
operating budget, contributed over $40,000 
to ministries born out of Epworth and many 
ministries locally and across the globe. Commit-
ted Fund giving is also tracked. Over $36,800 in 
Committed Fund giving benefited more than 10 
organizations and initiatives in 2021. This does 
not take into account the in-kind donations our 
congregation contributes, such as turkeys, hams, 
and meals to St. Paul’s CC, food collections for 
Feed Your Neighbor, contributions to Hawkins 
and Furniture Ministry, or time donated, that 
benefit other organizations in our community. 
Visit epworth.com/news/2021-giving-thru-out-
reach-missions for info graphics of our 2021 
giving. 
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4855 W. Central Avenue
Toledo, Ohio  43615-2337

BIBLE CAMP PREVIEW PARTY
may 1 |  10am-1pm  |  gym

register your kids & signup to help!


