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“In the day when I cried out, you answered me, 
   And made me bold with strength in my soul.” 
   Psalm 138:3 

Similar to the congregations, WELCA units are coming out of a time of 
sequestering in place for over two years.  Yet, as I reached out to most of the 
units I found women who have cried out to their Savior, and are regaining their 
strength within their souls.  Their activities are slowly but surely reviving.  It is 
marvelous to hear of the mission activities that were accomplished in those long 
days of separation.  As a board we nearly reached our goal of sending $5000 to 
Lutheran Services of Iowa this year.  Yes, even the board has ministry goals. 
 
If you put together the handmade quilts, the personal care kits, sewing kits, 
school kits, bandages etc. that were made this past year…as they were gathered 
into trucks in Fort Dodge, Spencer and Sioux City etc. you will have overflowed a 
semi-truck with the projects that were sent to Lutheran World Relief and Global 
Missions.  For decades after decades, it is these projects that are sent to the 
forefront of disasters and war refugees to save lives and give the hope of the 
Gospel to the victims.  I am always exhilarated hearing the stories that come out 
of our churches to carry out countless ministries for their communities and 
around the world. 
 
I have discovered several women who work hand in hand with their husbands to 
make the quilts that will save lives.  They tell me that they routinely make 25 or 
35 or 50 quilts each year.  This is a miracle among us!  This brings to mind the new 
emphasis that we in WELCA are incorporating into our church units.  That is to 
make our units family friendly by combining spouses and children into our tasks 
and ministries.  Many units have been functioning this way for some time. 
 
We are also relaxing the definition of UNIT to mean the efforts of those who bring 
their time and talent to the works of ministries and church tasks.  Those of our 
churches who have mostly an aged membership can still be a functioning unit 
with but a contact person who receives our newsletter, the SCRIBE, and with 
whom I can communicate.  All our events are open to every Lutheran lady of all 



ages and we encourage them to engage with us even if they are a unit of one or a 
few. 
 
We continue to have annual June Conventions with this June 18th, to be held at 
First Lutheran in Milford/Okoboji.  We are planning a Fall Retreat with a one-day 
event for all ladies.  The Triennial will be held in September, 2023 in Phoenix, AZ.  
We hope to have six-voting-members attend along with many additional ladies 
attending the three-day Gathering.   
 
Let us give thanks for the continuing service to God that happens within WELCA 
on the church level, the Synod Board level, and through Churchwide WELCA.  We 
make a big impact everywhere God calls us to pour out his love at home and to 
our neighbors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               

  


