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INTRODUCTION

We have to remember a few different things, though, before we dig into these texts:

The first is this: just because the Bible writes to people that find themselves in certain
situations does not mean that the Bible condones all situations that exist.

The second: When it comes to marriage texts, the Bible is not concerned about being
politically correct according to human thinking in the year 2022.

1 Peter 2:11-12

We are asked to do what follows because of what we have just read.

We do not do what comes next for us. We do not do it for our country. We do not do it for any
sort of earthly or temporal reward. We do what comes next to honor the Lord our God and to
be examples of His kingdom, of His citizens, and of His rule in a world that is diametrically
opposed to it.

1 Peter 2:13-17

In verse 13, we are told to be subject to every human institution for the Lord's sake. This does
not mean, and this needs to be heard and understood, that we are to blindly submit to every
human law and whim and fancy that comes from human institutions if they go against what
God has commanded - in other words, we are not to do what God has commanded us not to
do just because human institutions tells us to, nor are we to stop doing what God has
commanded us to do because human institutions forbid it.

But there is a deeper principle at play here, and that is that Christians should not be known as
rebellious people.



The basis of government is not wrong.

No human leader is perfect, and no human government is perfect. But there is good that
comes from government, and there is good that comes from following the laws of the land
when they do not conflict with our higher allegiance - allegiance to Jesus Christ Himself.

Romans 13:1-7

Again - this is the scenario for the proper purpose and functioning of government as it relates
to the Lord and how He uses governments.

It does no one here any good to have people that do not know Christ reject Him because of
the rebelliousness of His followers.

We are told to live as people who are free - we are servants of God and not of any man, yet
we honor God by living as free people who freely submit to those He has placed in authority.

We are to honor everyone - primarily becuase all are made in the image of God, but
secondarily because God has placed in positions of authority who He has placed in positions
of authority - even if you cannot respect the person, respect the position.

When Peter wrote this, the emperor was Nero, who waged a full-scale assault on Christianity
and who ended up killing both Peter and Paul.

Nero would have animals killed, remove their innards, then place people in the dead animal's
carcass and have them sown up inside, and then let wild beasts eat them. He was a brutal
torturer, and he took out his vengeance upon Christians. And Peter wrote this letter while Nero
was emperor. So he is not just saying a tongue-in-cheek statement - this statement carries
with it the full weight of someone who saw the face of evil and still did what God required him
to do. Let us not wash over these verses, and let us not be so quick to claim freedom from
government without understanding what true, godly freedom looks like. And it looks like what
Peter just told us to do.

1 Peter 2:18-21

This is a really hard passage of Scripture to understand, and an even harder one to preach. In
all honesty, my flesh wants to reject this with everything I have in me and in my limited
understanding, to say that this is absolutely wrong and that the servant should just run away
when ill-treated. But my flesh profits me nothing.

As hard as it is to understand the need to suffer unjustly at times, Christ did.

1 Peter 2:22-25
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Jesus committed no sin, yet paid the ultimate price for sin. No deceit was found in His mouth,
and yet He suffered unjustly. When He was reviled, He did not revile in return. When He
suffered, He did not threaten, but understood that God judges justly and it was God who would
have the final word. This is our example. This is our Lord.

And we can have no forgiveness of sins, no communion with God, no fellowship with the Spirit,
were Christ to not have suffered unjustly.

We take on the burden of the Word of God, even when it is heavy enough to crush us, and we
follow Him anyways.

It doesn't matter if you suffer unjustly, for it is seen and known by the One who suffered the
same. It does not matter if everything works out in this life in a way that seems fair to us - You
have a Shepherd that is watching out for you! And you have an Overseer of your soul that is
not in danger of forgetting you or of misplacing you!

1 Peter 3:1-7

There are two things we have to do with this passage: 1) to realize what it does say, whether
we like it or not and 2) to realize what it does not say, whether we like it or not.

And I want to add a clarifier here: while we might have to do things in marriage that we do not
want to do, our first allegiance is to the Lord. So husbands, do not make your wives do
anything unbibilcal and try to force them to do it by using this Scripture - that isn't what this
Scripture means. And wives, if you need to submit to your husband even when you do not
want to, never compromise your relationship with the Lord to do so, but also understand that
you are called to submit - and not just when your husband is doing what you agree with. If he
isn't causgin you to do anything unbiblical, then the proper response to the Word of God is to
submit, and to do so willingly. It is a razor's edge we have to walk here, but it is one we have
to walk if we are going to be faithful in walking through this text verse by verse.

WIVES

The first thing that it does say is that wives need to be subject to their own husbands. But it
goes deeper than that - it says that even if some do not obey the word.

Sometimes when husbands are confronted by their wives about what they already know they
are doing wrong it can push them to further jusify why they are doing that.

We won't get godly results with fleshly action.

Women - your beauty is more than skin deep.
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A gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in God's sight, is the very thing that the world is
attempting to eliminate from today's women.

This has nothing to do with never speaking and just taking everything that comes your way.
But it does have to do with realizing that a gentle and quiet spirit can be more powerful than
loud and external actions of the flesh.

Abraham and Sarah honored the Lord through the prescribed roles in marriage that He had
defined for them.

Trust the Lord. Sometimes His ways take longer than we think they should, and sometimes
they happen in a way that is different than we think they should, but that does not mean that
He isn't working.

HUSBANDS

I want to say something to all husbands here before we get to the meat of this part on
husbands - we should all strive to live in a way that means that our wives can easily submit to
us as the Lord has called them to do, but not in any way causing them to have to submit to an
arrogant, braggadocious, or sinful husband.

When referring to women as the weaker vessel: some scholars believe this to mean only in a
physical sense. But I think there is a deeper and more profound way to look at this. If wives do
follow the leading of the Lord and submit to their husbands as God has asked them to do, that
husbands are to honor their wives for doing so - meaning that wives have willingly placed
themselves in a position of submission, much like those in the prior passage who willingly
submitted as a way to honor God - and so the husband is to honor that and never take
advantage of that. All husbands here should strive to be the kind of godly man that makes it
easy for a wife to submit to. And this can only be done, husbands, when we submit to the Lord
as is proper and allow Him to rule over us, where we deny the passions of our flesh that wage
war against our souls and willingly submit to His authority in our lives, for His sake and for the
sake of our wives. We can only truly honor our wives in the right biblical way when we, as
husbands, willingly submit to the Lord as well. We can only properly honor our wives when our
submission to the Lord is complete.

WIVES AND HUSBANDS

There is no hierarchy when it comes to grace, or to one's eternal standing before the Lord.

Both men and women are equal heirs according to Christ, and both husbands and wives have
the same spiritual worth when it comes to the Lord.

Husbands, while there is only one verse give to husbands here and six given to wives, the
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verse on husbands has a strong spiritual principle to it - that we are to do what God has called
us to do so that we do not have our prayers hindered.

We will bring the most glory and honor to God when we live lives that are fully and completely
submitted to His will for our lives - and we do that by submitting to the authority of Scripture
and living lives that are obedient to Scripture.

And by no means is this section of Scripture all that the Bible has to say about marriage or
about the roles of marriage and how we are to honor and define them.

Ephesians 5:25-27

Men, we can probably spend the rest of our earthly lives striving to live up to those verses and
still fall short. So, husbands have a lot of work they need to do on themselves and wives have
a lot of work they need to do on themselves.

CONCLUSION

If this was hard to hear, it will be harder to live.

The Book of 1st Peter is about living a holy life in a culture and surrounding circumstances
that are anything but holy.

These are eternal truths laid out by the Spirit of God Himself to show us how to live lives that
bring glory and honor to Christ.

The Christian life cannot even begin without submission. And it cannot endure without
submission. And it will not be complete without submission. And once we realize that, we will
stop thinking of submission as a dirty word and start looking at it as our Christian duty, when
defined properly and kept within the biblical parameters that define it.

The greatest way to live a holy life is to submit fully and completely to the will of God, and that
happens when we hear His Word and obey it.
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