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-Christ’s passion, our freedom- 

Date:  April 10, 2022 (Passion Sunday) 
1.  Texts:  Isaiah 50:4-9a; Ps 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 23:1-49. 

2.  Subject:  the passion. 

3.  Topic:  making the passion real for us. 

4.  Aim:  guide, instruct. 

5.  Proposition:  “The reason we don’t know what to do with Passion Sunday is that we’re uncomfortable with the 

passion of Christ.” 

 

OUR UNCOMFORTABLE REALITY 

 

 It often seems as if congregations are uneasy with Passion Sunday.  Oh, they 

sort of like Palm Sunday, with its children’s choruses and palm branches waving.  

But in the old days, Palm Sunday was two weeks ahead of Easter and that was 

somewhat out of place.  Passion Sunday often feels like it should wait until Good 

Friday, but even in the days of the Book of Common Prayer, Passion Sunday was 

the Sunday ahead of Good Friday.  The Book of Alternative Services puts the two 

together with “Passion Sunday with the Liturgy of the Palms.”  But it still doesn’t 

feel quite right.  The triumphal entry gets short shrift and the crucifixion suffers 

from a premature revelation.   

 

 But surely the authors behind our Church calendar had something in mind 

when centuries ago they placed the passion of Christ in front of worshippers 

before Good Friday.  And their message is clear:  the passion of Jesus is so 

important we cannot appreciate the revelations of Easter without it.  We’re made 

uncomfortable, but they thought such discomfort was necessary.  I actually think 

that our discomfort with Passion Sunday has nothing to do with the calendar.  It 

is all about the passion itself. 

 

 In this instance, the word passion is related to the word compassion, the 

“suffering with” someone else.  Passion Sunday is all about the suffering of 

Jesus—his trial, his flogging, his humiliation and his crucifixion.  Today we are 

dramatically reminded of Jesus’ choice to suffer for us and of our involvement in 

his suffering.  The stark and tragic reality of Passion Sunday is uncomfortable, 

and we are discomfited.   

 

 And so we should be.  We didn’t strip the flesh from his back with the whip, 

but humanity’s reality did.  We didn’t pound the spikes into his hands and feet, 
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but our choices did.  It was the circumstances of all of humanity—our wars, greed, 

lust for power, our willful distance from God—that created the necessity for 

Christ’s birth, life, death and resurrection.  We weren’t there, when they crucified 

our Lord, but we might as well have been.   

 

 Passion Sunday places this reality in front of us in that long and dramatic 

account from Luke’s Gospel.  Luke, far more than the other three evangelists, 

stressed that Jesus was innocent.  He had done nothing to deserve his 

punishment. 

 

 It is we who deserve it, and yet Jesus took it upon himself.  His choice means 

our freedom.  His suffering is our blessing.  We stand before his cross and pray, 

“Father, forgive us, for we know not what we do.” 

 

 But, in fact, we disciples do know, don’t we.  Back in the year 33, the Jewish 

leaders and Pontius Pilate really didn’t know what they were doing.  They didn’t 

know that Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah of God.  They knew nothing of the 

incarnation or the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  They had never been introduced 

to the reality of a Spirit-guided baptism or the Lord’s Supper.  The writing of First 

Corinthians 12 - 14 was about 20 years in the future.  They really didn’t know 

what they were doing. 

 

 We do.  We actually know how our pettiness and jealousies work against 

God and his kingdom.  We know the damage of racism, homophobia and hatred.  

We know that Jesus is the Messiah of God.  We know. 

 

 We have to pray, “Father, forgive us, even though we know what we do.”   

 

 That’s why Passion Sunday is so uncomfortable.  It demands honest self-

reflection.  It requires humility.  It is based on confession and genuine repentance.  

Yes, Passion Sunday is uncomfortable, and we are discomfited.   

 

 These are required of Christian disciples.  They are central to the Christian 

faith and fundamental to our experience of Easter.  Passion Sunday is necessary, 

and without it we cannot appreciate Easter.   
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 Easter Sunday will, of course, relieve all our discomfort.  But we cannot go 

there yet.  We dare not run away from Passion Sunday and flee into the arms of 

our risen Saviour.  Not yet.  God himself requires of us that we live according to 

the passion of Christ this entire week. 

 

 So we pray. 

Father, forgive me, even though I know what I do.  Lord, in your 

mercy, 

 hear our prayer.   
 

Father, forgive me for all the ways in which I continue to 

contribute to the crucifixion of your Son.  Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer.   
 

Father, forgive me my pride, hypocrisy, and pettiness, through 

which I seek to rise above other people.  Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer.   
 

Father, forgive my inaction and laziness, which gives 

opportunity for evil to oppress others.  Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer.   
 

Father, forgive my envy of others and my coldness of heart 

which protects me from self-sacrifice.  Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer.   
 

Father, forgive my undue attention to material things and my 

efforts to maintain my own comfort at the cost of others.  Lord, 

in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer.   
 

Father, forgive us all, even though we know what we do.  Lord, 

in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer.   

 

 AMEN.   


