
February 20, 2022 
Seventh Sunday After Epiphany 

 
~ You are welcome to make yourself at home in our worship –  

to join us in singing and prayer, to sit quietly, to cry or to laugh. ~  
 

Gathering...in God’s Presence 
 

Prelude                                             Amazing Grace, Diemer                                      Phil Rinehart 
 
Welcome                                                                                                       Rev. Joseph Perdue                 

 
Call to Celebration                                                                                                  David Colley 
 
We come, those who seek to trust in God. 
We commit ourselves to do as Jesus would do for those around us. 
We come, delighting in all the wonders God provides for us. 
We would not worry, but open ourselves to God’s heart. 
We come, waiting patiently for God to speak. 
We will be still, listening for God’s words of hope, of peace. 
 
Gathering Prayer                                                                                                    David Colley            
 
Hymn of Praise                              O God of Every Nation * 
 
Call to Reconciliation                           David Colley 
 
Prayer of Confession                            David Colley 
 
In this season of light, Revealing God, we find ourselves wandering the shadows of the world.  In 
this time when we focus on Jesus’ ministry of healing, we hold tight to all those emotions – hatred, 
fear, worry – which continue to damage us.  in these days when we are invited to listen to Jesus’ 
teachings, we confess it is easier to hear the seductive words of sin. Forgive us, Resurrecting God, 
for trusting in promises which are short-lived, rather than in your Word which endures 
forever.  You have sent Jesus before us so that, as we follow him, we might travel from that far 
country of fear and doubt to that better country of resurrection life. 
 
Words of Forgiveness                 Rev. Joseph Perdue 
 
Morning Prayers & Silence                           David Colley 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                  David Colley 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation,  



but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 

 
Receiving...God’s Word for us 

 
Children’s Moment                           Kerry Stewart 

 
Scripture Reading                     Jeremiah 17:5-10, Luke 6:17-26                                David Colley  

 
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  

 
Sermon                              Offensive Love                         Rev. Joseph Perdue 
 
Hymn of Reflection                     Now the Green Blade Riseth * 

 
Responding...to God’s Love 

 
Life Among the Believers                 Rev. Joseph Perdue 
 
Call to Offering                            David Colley 

www.firstcongregationalbranford.org/give 
 

Offertory     How Great Thou Art, Anonymous           Phil Rinehart                    
 
Doxology 

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host, 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
Dedication                    Rev. Joseph Perdue                
 
Hymn of Dedication                                   Jesu, Jesu * 
 
 
Benediction                   Rev. Joseph Perdue 
 
Commissioning                 David Colley 
 

And All God’s People said Amen!  
 

Postlude                           The Old Rugged Cross, Bennard                                Phil Rinehart   
 


