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Extravagant 
 
 
GOD STORY 
Mary Anoints Jesus 
John 12:1–11 
 
KEY VERSE 
Lead a life of love, just as 
Christ did. He loved us. He 
gave himself up for us. 
Ephesians 5:2a (NIRV) 
 
LEADER TIPS 
• The teaching videos are 

usually 12 to 15 minutes 
long. Map out your time 
and plan accordingly! 
Make sure you can 
complete the activity 
after the video at the very 
least. 

• This week, emphasize the 
extravagant ways Jesus 
loves us, and the 
extravagant ways we can 
love him. 

My Story 
 
1   |   CONVERSATION STARTER   (2 minutes) 
To lead into today’s lesson, discuss what the word “extravagant” means and 
share examples of extravagant love. Introduce the Big Idea. 
 
2   |   INTRO ACTIVITY   (5 minutes) 
Chat about and/or act out ways to respond extravagantly in a variety of 
real-life situations. 
 
 

God Story  |  Life Story 
 
3   |   WEEKLY VIDEO   (12 minutes) 
Watch the video, which includes host, God Story, Key Verse, and Life Story 
segments. Recap and discuss them together. 
 
 

My Story 
 
4   |   SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY   (12 minutes*) 
Make a key-chain ring that highlights the theme of the Extravagant series. 
 
5   |   WRAP-UP ACTIVITY   (8 minutes) 
Divide into groups to plan ways to use props creatively to teach the first 
part of Ephesians 5:2 to younger kids. 
 
 

Our Story 
 
6   |   DISMISSAL 
Connect with parents and give them take-home materials. 
 
 
*Extend as needed and adjust the timing for other activities. 
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My Story    

    
    

1  |  Conversation Starter 
 
SUPPLIES 
• None 
 
LEADER TIP 
• The Conversation Starter is a great way to make 

everyone feel welcome and build community! Use 
it to set the tone for your group’s time together. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Welcome the kids as they arrive and gather 

everyone in a group. 
b. Ask: What does the word “extravagant” mean? 

What does it mean if someone is doing something 
extravagantly? 

c. Clarify that something that’s extravagant goes 
beyond what’s reasonable or necessary. It’s over 
the top! 

d. Let the kids know that today we’re talking about 
someone who did something shockingly 
extravagant to show Jesus how much she loved 
him. 

e. Ask: 
• Have you ever done anything extravagant to 

show someone that you loved them? What 
happened? 

• Has someone ever done something like that 
for you? How did it make you feel? What did 
other people say about it? 

f. Depending on the size of your group, have the 
kids share their answers with the people sitting 
closest to them or with everyone. 

g. Introduce today’s Big Idea: We can love Jesus 
extravagantly. 

  2  |  Intro Activity 
 
SUPPLIES 
• Situation cards 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Gather everyone to sit in a large circle. 
b. Spread out the cards face down on the floor in the 

middle of the circle. 
c. Point out that when we love Jesus extravagantly, 

our actions may seem outrageous to other people! 
d. Prompt the kids to take turns picking up a card 

and reading it aloud. 
e. Encourage everyone to consider what an 

extravagant response to the situation described 
on each card might be. Discuss OR act out the 
kids’ ideas. 

f. Continue until you’ve reviewed all the situations. 
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God Story  |  Life Story   My Story 
    
    

3  |  Weekly Video 
 
SUPPLIES 
• Video file 
 
LEADER TIP 
• Sit with the kids and encourage them to focus on 

the video as necessary. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Play the video. It includes: 

• Host segment 
• God Story (Mary Anoints Jesus, John 12:1–11) 
• Key Verse segment 
• Life Story (Jess was a professional figure 

skater who travelled the world for her job. She 
shows us how she chose to love Jesus 
extravagantly.) 

b. Recap the video teaching. Discuss: 
• What stood out to you in today’s Life Story? 
• In the God Story, what was so extravagant 

about the way Mary treated Jesus? Did 
everyone like what she did? Why or why not? 

• How was what Jesus did for us extravagant? 
• How do the God and Life Stories connect 

together and with today’s Big Idea (We can 
love Jesus extravagantly)? 

  4  |  Small Group Activity 
 
SUPPLIES 
• Cords 
• Key-chain rings 
• Alphabet beads 
• Heart beads 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Gather your small group to sit together. 
b. Discuss: 

• One way that we can show our love for Jesus 
is by loving other people. What are some 
extravagant ways to love your neighbour...or 
your enemy? 

• What’s something you could do this week? Will 
you commit to trying it? 

c. Explain that everyone is going to make a craft as a 
reminder that God’s love for us is EXTRAvagant 
and that we can love Jesus extravagantly! 

d. Give each person a cord and a key-chain ring. 
e. Guide the kids to fold their cords in half, then loop 

them through their rings and pull tight. 
f. Place the beads where everyone can reach them. 
g. Direct the kids to use the beads to spell the word 

“extra” and add a heart bead at the end. 
h. Have them thread their beads onto their cords. 
i. Guide everyone to tie large knots at the base to 

secure their beads. 
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My Story   Our Story 
    
    

5  |  Wrap-Up Activity 
 
SUPPLIES 
• Key Verse sign 
• Wall-safe tape 
• Plush heart 
• Cross 
• Arrow 
• Person cutout 
 
BEFORE THE ACTIVITY 
• Hang the Key Verse sign where everyone can see 

it easily. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Divide the kids into groups of four or five people. 
b. Challenge each group to use the supplies 

creatively to teach the Key Verse for the 
Extravagant series to younger kids. 

c. Give everyone up to five minutes to brainstorm 
and plan together. 

d. Invite the groups to share their ideas with one 
another. 

  6  |  Dismissal 
 
SUPPLIES 
• Crafts 
• Take-home cards 
• Key Verse cards 
• Key Verse colouring pages 
 
LEADER TIP 
• Organize the take-home materials so they’re easy 

to access. It may be helpful to sort them before 
the lesson, then set out any crafts later. Consider 
having one leader focus on handing out 
everything. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their kids. 

Take a moment to share a highlight or two from 
your time together today. 

b. Give everyone a weekly take-home card as well as 
the Key Verse card and colouring page for this 
series. 

c. Remind the kids to take their crafts. 
d. Make sure their security numbers match before 

they leave your group’s space. 

 


