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Stay in Ephesus and tell those teaching 

different doctrines to Stop the 
nonsense!

The Purpose of the Law: 1Tim. 1:8-11

What this message is about

Paul takes a digression in his letter 
to Timothy to discuss the purpose 
of  the Law. 

Purpose of  this message

To analyze the biblical purposes 
for the Old Testament Law.

1. The Law is inherently good

1Tim. 1:8

Now we know that the law is good 
if  one uses it lawfully. . . 

Rom. 7:12

So the law is holy, and the 
commandment is holy and 
righteous and good.
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Mt. 5:17-20

Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have not come to abolish them but 
to fulfill them. 

Mt. 5:17-20
18 For truly, I say to you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not 
an iota, not a dot, will pass from 
the Law until all is accomplished. 

Mt. 5:17-20
19 Therefore whoever relaxes one 
of  the least of  these 
commandments and teaches 
others to do the same will be 
called least in the kingdom of  
heaven, 

Mt. 5:17-20

but whoever does them and 
teaches them will be called great 
in the kingdom of  heaven. 20For I 
tell you, unless your righteousness 
exceeds that of  the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of  heaven.

2. The Law has definite purposes

1Tim. 1:9-10

. . . understanding this, that the law 
is not laid down for the just but for 
the lawless and disobedient, for 
the ungodly and sinners, for the 
unholy and profane, for those who 
strike their fathers and mothers, 
for murderers, 
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1Tim. 1:9-10
10 the sexually immoral, men who 
practice homosexuality, enslavers, 
liars, perjurers, and whatever else 
is contrary to sound doctrine, 

a. To expose sinfulness

Rom. 7:13

Did that which is good, then, bring 
death to me? By no means! It was 
sin, producing death in me through 
what is good, in order that sin 
might be shown to be sin, and 
through the commandment might 
become sinful beyond measure. 

b. To reveal the holiness of  God

Heb. 9:11-12

But when Christ appeared as a 
high priest of  the good things that 
have come,5 then through the 
greater and more perfect tent (not 
made with hands, that is, not of  
this creation)

Heb. 9:11-12
12 he entered once for all into the 
holy places, not by means of  the 
blood of  goats and calves but by 
means of  his own blood, thus 
securing an eternal redemption.

13 14

15 16

17 18



1/22/2022

4

c. To lead people to Christ

Rom. 10:3-4

For, being ignorant of  the 
righteousness of  God, and seeking 
to establish their own, they did not 
submit to God’s righteousness. 4

For Christ is the end of  the law for 
righteousness to everyone who 
believes.

Gal. 3:23-25

Now before faith came, we were 
held captive under the law, 
imprisoned until the coming faith 
would be revealed. 24 So then, the 
law was our guardian until Christ 
came, in order that we might be 
justified by faith. 

Gal. 3:23-25
25 But now that faith has come, we 
are no longer under a guardian,

d. To express our love for God and 
for our neighbor 

Mt. 22:37-40

And he said to him, “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind. 38 This is the 
great and first commandment. 
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Mt. 22:37-40
39 And a second is like it: You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself. 
40On these two commandments 
depend all the Law and the 
Prophets.” 

e. Never intended to be a path to 
salvation

Gal. 21-22

Is the law then contrary to the 
promises of  God? Certainly not! 
For if  a law had been given that 
could give life, then righteousness 
would indeed be by the law. 

Gal. 21-22
21Is the law then contrary to the 
promises of  God? Certainly not! 
For if  a law had been given that 
could give life, then righteousness 
would indeed be by the law. 

Gal. 21-22
22 But the Scripture imprisoned 
everything under sin, so that the 
promise by faith in Jesus Christ 
might be given to those who 
believe.

Rom. 3:20

For by the works of  the law no 
human being will be justified in his 
sight, since through the law comes 
the knowledge of  sin. 
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3. Highest Purpose of  the Law: 
Focus on the Gospel

1Tim. 1:11

. . . in accordance with the gospel 
of  the glory of  the blessed God 
with which I have been entrusted.

Next Step

Make sure you are using the Old 
Testament law in a legitimate way 
which is consistent with its 
intended purposes. 
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