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What this message is about:  
In this passage Paul reminds Timothy of some basic principles related to his ministry in Ephesus 
 
Purpose of this message 
To point out to all of us the importance of some basic principles that are essential to us as we serve people in the 
name of Jesus.  
 

1. Be an _____________________________ 
1Tim. 4:12 
 
Five areas of being an example 
 
a. Speech: Saying the ____________ thing in the _____________ way 

James 3:9-10 
b. Conduct: Actions that ________________ words 
c. Love: To love God means to love ___________________ 
d. Faith: Trusting God more than I trust ____________________ 
e. Purity: Authentic __________________ 

 
2. Be __________________ to the Bible 

1Tim. 4:11, 13 
2Tim. 2:15, 3:16 

 
3. Focus on your _________________ 

1Tim. 4:14 
Rom. 12:3-8 
1Cor. 12:1-30 

 
4. Never stop __________________ 

1Tim. 4:15 
Col. 1:28 

 
5. Be _______________________ 

1Tim. 4:16 
 
Next Step: 
Are you doing the basic things well? This week review this list and focus on one thing that might need attention.  
 
 
Discussion Questions:  
 

1. Read 1Tim. 4:11-16:  Where does God stop you?  
 
 



2. What are the five areas of life that Paul tells Timothy to be an example to others? What is the brief 
understanding of each one of those areas? Who in your life needs you to be setting an example?  

 
 

3. Do you know your spiritual gift(s)? Our ministry will be determined by our SHAPE. 
Spiritual gifts: What are your spiritual gifts? 
Heart: What do you love to do?  
Abilities: What are you good at doing?  
Personality: Are you an extrovert, introvert, somewhere in-between?  
Experiences: Painful experiences:  Work experiences:  Life experiences. Family experiences. 
 
Discuss how this has worked in your life. 

 
 

4. Have you felt stagnation in your walk with Christ? What were/are the causes? How did you or how can 
you reverse stagnation?  

 
 

5. What is one biblical teaching you wish you could master more effectively in order to be more 
authentic?  


